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e 3 
TxuTH of the CASE, &%c. 


K a ETHER the Paper mentioned in the 
3} 22 Title Page deſerves the Epithets which are 
W there given it, the Reader will be beſt able 
2 27 to judge by that Time he comes to the End 
Kr of theſe Sheets, in which, if there be any 
o | | Thing ſaid that may ſeem to bear hard upon 
p [ ſome Perſons, who, by their late Conduct, have done no 
great Honour to their Profeſſions, they muſt thank the 
9 of The Caſe of John Palmer and Thomas Symonds, 
Gents, for it; which, though it were ſo notoriouſly, known 
to be a moſt impudent Piece of Falſhood, by all Perſons 
that lived near the Scene of their execrable Villanies, and 
juſt Sufferings, that nothing needed to have been reply'd 
to it for the Satisfaction of ſuch; yet, ſince it bas been of 
late induſtriouſly diſperſed into ſome remoter Parts, where 
there have been great Concourſes of People, who being 
Strangers to what was done here, might be eaſily impos'd 
upon by that ſcandalous Account of it, it has been 
thought neceſlary to publiſh a perfect and faithful Accouat 
of the whole Proceedings againſt thoſe two Gentlemen, 
and their Fellow Criminals, Hobbins and Allen. 


3 —— ye" 
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$2 If the Perſon whom Fame and the two firſt Letters of 
$ his Name ſpeak to be the Author of that Caſe, be indeed 
*I ſo, the Paper will receive no great Reputation from its 


Author, though poſſibly: he was one of the propereſt Per- 

. ſons that could have been found out ſor ſuch an Employ- 

— ment; for, next to mufdering a Mother, committing 
„ "ol Inceſt 


[4] 


and one that has been preſented for FaR and Fame of the 


latter, may be thought the fitteſt Advocate for one that 


has been condemn'd for the Guilt of the former. | 
But, whoever was the Awther, ſome Performance of 
this Kind might reaſonably be expected; for there are 
ſome Perſons in living (who did not ſbare in their Puniſh- 
ment) chat are ſhre wdly ſuſpected to have been, in ſome 
Meaſure, involved in the Guilt of thoſe two unhappy 
Gentlemen, as acceſſary to, though not Actors in the 
bloody Tragedy 
to have the World poſſeſs d with an Opinion of their In- 


-nocence, that they were unjuſtly accus d, and died wrong- 


fully. | 2 

Nor are they the only; Perſons concerned to have the 
World ſo impoſed upon, for Mr. Palner was a Gentle- 
man that had Money, and as Skin for Shin, and all that 4 


Man has he cuill give for bis Life, he had diſpoſed of it 


very frankly ; And, let a Cauſe be what it will, large 
Fees preſented by an agreeable Hand, carry Charms that 
every one is not Proof againſt, as appear'd in this Caſe ; 
for no leſs than Four Council and Six Attorneys have been 
retain'd, and many other inferior Agents employ'd, wha 
all had ſhewn a Zeal in their reſpective Poſts proportion'd 
to their Valde for the Fee, and their Regard to the pow- 
_ erful Solicitor that brought it. a Pane Be SE 72 Re 
Now, when after all their Labours on Behalf of their 
Clients, they were found guilty upon the ſtrongeſt and 
cleareſt Evidence, that ſuch black Villanies are ordinarily 
capable of; when the Verdi@ of the ſeveral Juries were 
to the entire Satisfaction of the Judge, the Bench, and 


che whole Country; and when xhe ConviQtion of the 
Priſoners look'd like ſome Sott of Arraignment of their 


Advocates, 'twas not ſtrange that Complaints were in- 


duſtriouſly fpread abroad of the Hardſhips of the Tryals, 


| the Violence of the Proſecution, and the Injuſtice of the 
Verdifts, E719, RC J 
| | But, 


Laer wick her, is certeigly one of the dlackeff Criaes : 


= 1 md wa £f£ wh, 


with them, whoſe Intereſt it certaioly is 


_ 
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But, after Mr. Palmer's and Mr. Symonds Conſc ons, 

both by Word of Moath and under their Hands, had 
Glenced all ſuch Complaints, and juliified the Proceedings 
that had been againit them, nothing remain'd to be done 
ſurther for the Reputation of ſome Relations, and the 
Service of other Perſons, who had receiv'd Mr. Palmer's 
Money, and pawn'd their own Credit, unleſs they could 
perſuade Him and Mr. Symonds to retract their Conſeſſions, 
as having been extorted from them by tome indireti Me- 
thods. 

What Arguments were uſed to prevail with them to do 
ſo is not certainly known ; but the moſt probable Account 
of that Matter ſeems to be this 

They perſuaded them, I hat a Three Weeks“ Re- 
prieve having been obtain'd ſor them, there was Room 
for repeating the Applications which had been made for a 

\Pardon ; which, by the Aſſiſtance of Friends, and Help: . 
of ſome Monies rightly placed, might probably be pro- 
cured for them, but {hat their Confeſſions ſtood in the 
Way; the Crimes of which they were con vided being 
of ſo heinous a Nature, and ſo agpravatee by Circum- 
ſtances, that, while they own'd Themſelves guilty of 
them, they could not hope for Mercy: That tovey mult. 
therefore obſtinately deny the Facts, and sſſert their Iauno- 
cency ; and, as to their Confethons, they might attribute 
them to their Surprize and Fear of Death, which made 
them accuſe themielves wrongfully, to gain {ome ye 
Time of Life.” | 

In Fact, within a few Days aſter their Reprie ve 1 
diſown'd their Corfeflions. Appiications were wade 
Above for their Pardon, to the judge that cendema'd 
them, by Mrs. Palmer, and a Serjeant at Law, toa No- 

ble Lord, (as zppears by Mr. Palmer's Letter to his Lord- 
ſhip) and at Court allo. 

That Money was laid cut ſor theſe Purgoles; is evideny * 
from a Bill of an eminent Attorney, Mr. . B. with 
which the Reader is hers preſepied, 

— Gas 
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Attorneys, had 
40 Guineas more to diſpoſe of: But theſe are ſmall Arti- 
cles in Mr. Pa/mer's Expences, if he himſelf may be be- 
lie ved, who ſays, in his pretended Dying Speech, That 
4 the Time of bis Mother's Death he bad 700 l. and upwards 
at Intezeft ; and yet declares, in a Letter that he wrote 
ſowe Time 1 ay Execution, That be ves not then 


la 


2 


"Av . * 


LP 

In the mean Time the nnhappy Priſoners were ſo con- 
tinually engaged in Company, who entertaih'd them with 
Drinking, Noiſe, and vain Amuſements, that they came 
ſeldom to Prayers with their Ordinary. Some worthy 
Divines, who were defirous to have aſſiſted them in their 
main Concern, found great Difficulties in getting to them, 
and ſmall Encouragement to renew their Viſits whea they 
had been with them. a NE MN | 


One Inſtance of the Reception a Clergyman found from | 


them mult not be omitted: The Perſon is Mr, Wh —, 
that had been a Neighbour and a Friend of Mr. Palmer's, 
and an Evidence for him at bis Tryal, who, in a Letter, 
gives this melancholy Account of his laſt Vile: 


. HEN I made my laſt Viſit to them in the 
| ' Gaol, and enquired for Palmer, I was told he 
was at Dinner, and was deſired to go into another Room, 
where he would quickly be with me. After ſome Time, 
Mr. Symonds came into the Room where [ was, and aſk'd 
my Name, what my Buſineſs was there, and with whom 
I would ſpeak? When [| had anſwer'd theſe Queſtions as 
I thought convenient, he told me his Brother Palmer 
would be there preſently. Then, tarning himſelf from 
me, he met a young Woman at the Chamber Door, whom 
he embraced after a fond and familiar Manner ; bat when 
| ſhe ſaw me, ſhe ſtarted from his Arms in a ſeeming Con- 
fuſion, and retired for ſome Time. After which ſhe 
return'd again; and, whilſt I was talking with Palmer in 
one Part of the Room, (he ſat with ſome Men that were 
in another; (for, by this Time, there was a noiſy Com- 

any got together, talking about Cock-Fighting, &c.) 

hen [ ſaw Symonds go to a Bed that was in the Room, 
the Curtains being draw'd cloſe (ſo far as I could perceive 
from the Place where I was) and after he had been there 
ſome Time, he call'd the fore mention'd Woman, by the 
Name of Beth, to come to him, and be with him, which 
ſhe did, and continued there till ke was aſleep, and then 
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leaving him retorn'd to her former Company. About 
this Lime it was that Mr. Palmer was told that Mr. Clop- 
ten and bis Brother in- Law Mr. Staun/on, were come to 


ſee bim; but he being unwilling (as he pretended) to 
| appear, went to the Bed, and aw:ken'd his Brother Sy. 


monds, and teiling him who were there, dehred bim to go 
to them: Upon Symonds's frequent Refuſal, he ſeveral 
Times urged him, with Failb, yoa ſhall. But this not 
prevailing, I heard him ſay, By God you /2all; and then, 
God damn you, but you ball When (as by Office and 
Duty bound) reproved him for theſe horrid Expreſſions, 
and ſome other Indecencies, he made me no Anſwer ; but 


at taking my Leave of him, laughed in my Face, and 2 | 


rudely went from me to the rabble Company that was in 
his Room, there to divert himſelf-with a Diſcourſe con- 
cerning Cock. Fighting, aſter that ſhort, but ( believe) to 


bim tedious Interval of Serioufnels, my * and 


Diſcourſe had obliged bim to.“ 


Ho long they were fed with vain 1 of 2 Pardon, 
and whether they were thoroughly undeceived till Mrs. 


Paimer's Return from London, which was the Day before 


their Execution. they know beſt who had the Manage- 
ment of that Affair. 


Be that 25 it will, thoſe who bad been ſo ſucceſsful in 
perſuading them to retra their Confeſſions before, could 


not find much Diſſiculty in prevailing with them to perſiſt 
in that Retraction to the End of their Lives. For they 
were Perſons molt groſly ignorant in Matters of Religion, 
ho had been hardly ever ſeen at Church, —had lived 
without God in the World, dividing their Time betwixt 
Recreations and Debauchery. 


give Men vp to a Reprobate Senſe, 100 ficquent Expert 
euce lad ſhe ws. 
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| And how habitual 
Courſes of Sinning deaden the Force of Natural Con- 
feicnce, and provuke God to withdraw his Grace, and 


| LS - 
What then could guard theſe poor Wretthes againſt 
ſuch Applications as theſe ? —— ** You have accounted 
for your unhappy Confeſſions, as owidg to your own Fears, 
and the prevaricating Attempts of Thoſe who extortetl 
them from you: You have boldly declared your Inno- 
ceney; and if you ſhould bow again own your Guilt 
you can do yourſelves no Good by it, cannot ſave your 
Lives, but will ntake your Deaths infamous, and leave 


Blots upon your Families: You will ſacrifice the Repii- % 


tations of thoſe who have been your trueſt Friends, and 
expoſe your neareſt Relations: Whereas, by perſiſting in 
your brave Declarations of your Innocency, you will die 
with Honour, leave your Families unblemiſh'd, as to the 
Black Crimes charged upon you, and your Friends ſafe.“ 
Such Diſcourſes as thefe could not eaſily fail of Suc- 
ceſt upon Periohs that had no Apptehenfions of another 
World. 1 1 5 ; 
Whether theſe, or whatever other were the Arguments 
that prevailed with them, Palmer deliver'd to the Sheriff, 
at the Gallows, a Paper, deny ing his Gwilt ; and ano- 
ther, to the ſame Parvoſe, was faid to be ſound in 
Symonds's Pocket, which will be conſider'd in their proper 


5 Places: And, at preſent, this only Remark ſtiafl be made 


upon them,— That whoever Fniew theſe Gentlemen, muſt 
be ſatisfied that neither could wwiite one Paragtapb of them. 
The Reader ſhall be no longer detain'd from ſeeing 
what he may expect in the following Sheets than while 
one Obſervation is made upon the Perſon's Sincerity thac 
wrote the Caſe, which has given Occaflott to the printing 
of this Relation. - | | # | | 
Fage 4. he writes thus : — © Mr. Palmer receivin 
ſoch Intelligence, is. that Giles Hunt was ken, ant 
his Mother [Mrs. Palmer]'s Goods found upon him) came 
to Worcefler, reſolved to proſecute the ſaid Hunt to the 
utmoſt Extremity : Whereupon the ſaid Giles Hunt im- 
Peach'd the ſaid Mr. Palmer, Mr. Symonds, and with theni 
Hebbin; ; And upon the wy of the ſaid Hunt the 
Bo. 3 2 1 „ 1 


| Juſtices of the Peace. 


being the Occaſion of 

Hunt's Information againſt Palmer was the Foundation of 

that Warrant by which Pa/ner was taken and brought in: 
3. Tis ſo far from Truth that they were convited 


— ** — _ 
WP * 


ing Narrative, which will conſiſt of theſe Parts: 


{ 20 ] 


Palner and Spnend; were committed, tried, and received 


Sentence of Death.” | 


In which Paragraph the Writer woald impoſe upon 1 
Reader Three notorious Falſhoods : — 


r. That Palrer, upon the Intelligence of Hat's being 


taken, and bis Mother's Goods being found upon him, 
came voluntarily to Worcefter to proſecute Hunt. 


2. That upon Palner's —_— to proſecute Hunt, 
Hunt impeach'd Palmer and Symonds. © | 

3. That Paimer and Symonds were convicted and con- 
demned upon the ſingle Evidence of Giles Hunt. 


1. Tho. Palmer had Intelligence of his Mother's Goods 


being found upon Hunt, by Je. I about Six of 


the Clock in the Evening: He wn ſo far from coming in 
voluntarily to proſecute Hurt, that he came not at all, till 
he was brought in the next Day by Warrant from the 


roſecute Hant was fo far from 
s impeaching Palner, that 


2. Palmer's coming to 


upon Hunt's ſingle Evidence, that, it may be, no Teſti» 

mony was ever ſo ſtrongly ſupported by Variety of Cir- 

cumſtances and Facts, as Hunt's was. = +4: 
All which will be very clearly made out in the follow- 


7 k 


I. An Account of the Two barbarous Murders committed 


at Bradforton and Upton Snod/bury ; of the taking of 
the Criminals ; with ſeveral material P that 
bappen' d between their Apprehenſions and Trials. 


| II. The Evidence that was given at the Trial, both for 
HlAn 


the Queen and for the Priſoners, 


"A \ 


Diſcovery whereof was in this Manner: | 
The Widow Clerk, who was a near Neighbour to Mrs. 
Palmer, as ſhe lay in her Bed that Night, heard the 


e | 
III. An Account of the Occaſion of the Biſhop of Oæ - 


ford's going to the Priſoners after their Condemna- | 


tions, and of his Lordſhip's whole Tranſaction with 
them. —wfitten by the ſaid Biſhop. | 


IV. An Account of what paſs'd between the Ordinary 


and the Priſoners. | 
V. Remarks upon the Papers call'd their Dying Speeches. 


A NN CORMEL's Houſe, of Bradferton, near 


Eweham, in Worceflerfbire, was burnt, and ſhe in 


Palmer and her Maid, and the burning her Houle at Upton 


. Snodſobury, had not been diſcover d. No Doubt, the Se- 


curity with which the firſt Murder was committed, gave 


Encouragement to the undertaking the ſecond , and the 


ſecond was the Occaſion of the Diſcovery of the firſt. 
Mrs. Palmer, of Upton Snod/bury, a Place about four 
Miles from Worce/ter, and her Maid, were murder'd, and 


her Houſe burnt, on Friday Night, Nov. 7, 170% The 


« 


Shrieks of a Woman twice, upon which the got up, and 


" When ſhe came to the Lane that leads to Mrs. Palmer's © 
Houſe, ſhe ſaw the Flame break out of the Houſe, She 
then call'd ſome Neighbours, who making Haſte to the 
Houſe, came Time enough to take out Mrs. Palner's 
Body; but the Houſe fell in before they could take out 


the Maid's. Had it fell before Mrs. Palmer was taken 
out, this might have paſs'd for an Accident, as that Fire 
at Brad forton had done: But the deadly Wounds that 
appear'd in her Skull, Face, and Breaſt, as well as her 


bloody Cloaths, demonſtrated this to have been a. moſt. 


barbarous Murder, KG | 
n B 2 5 Notice 


| it, on Tueſday Night, Feb. 4. 1700-7. This was 
then ſappoſed to have been an Accident, and might have 
been thought ſo to this Day, if the Murder of Mrs. 


[1] 


Notice of this was carried to her Son, Mr. Palme, 


who lived at Libery, Half a Mile off, by Jo; I igt ford, 7 
1 about Two of the Clock in the Morning. Palner eame 40 
down to Upron, but would not be perſuaded to look at his 1 


murder d Mother, or come near her Body, either while. 
ſhe lay there, or after ſhe was brought to his Houſe. 
This Shyneſs could not proceed from Tenderne(s to bis 
Mother, whom he hated. living, and for whom, when 
dead, he ſtie v d fo little Concern, that when ſome Far- 
things, among other Things, were taken ont of the Poc- 
kets of her bloody Cloaths, by thoſe- who laid out her 
Body, he diverted himſelf with throwing them on the- 
Ground, for Boys to ſcramble for: | BY * 
Poſſibly he was apprehenſive of ſome ſuch Thing as 
befel his Brother Syzzonds upon his going near the Body, 
on the Day of the Funeral, whoſe Noſe fell a bleeding, 
and which could not be ſlopp'd 'till he went from the 
Body; and upon his Return, fell a bleeding afreſh, and 
did not leaye off till he left the Body again. ; 
This might haye been thought too trifling a Remark, 
if Mr. Symends's Lawyers bad not judg'd it fo conſiderable 
s to provide him an Anſwer to it, in the Brief they 
drew up for his Uſe at bis Trial; in which, after a gene- 
ral Direction 7o ob/erwe the circumfiantial Evidence that 
ſhould be given againſt bim, and to be ready to give it 4 
Turn, or prove it to be falſe, they give him this particular 
Advice : « If they prove the Circumſtance of your 
** Noſe bleeding at the Funeral of Mrs. Paluer, anſwer” 
That it is the Unhappineſs of your Conſtitution to be 
very apt to bleed at the Noſe ; and prove that it has 
* been ſo, by ſome Witneſſes, long before and ſince that 
„ Time.” —— Which was, at leaſt, as good a Turn as 
Mr. Palmer was adviſed to give to the Circumftance of 
the Blood that was upon bis Coat, who was bid to ſay, 
That he bad been hunting that Day, and took up a bloody { 
Hare. But.ſure the Counſel who whiſper'd that I urn in | 
his Ear had forgot tbat Mr. Palmer had pleaded that he 
had not been cut of his Houſe that Day. But 
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' Bot to return: — While Mr. Palmer was at Upton, 
William Brown, of that Pariſh, ſaid to bim, He won- 
« 'der'd how the bloody Murderers could reſt! To which 
Palmer reply'd, ** They would keep themſelves up with 
«© ſtrong Liquors.”-—— A Method too ſadly practis'd by 
Palmer and Symonds! which yet could not make P 4 
eaſy ; who, as Henry Jennings and John Woodward, Pa- 
riſhioners with Palmer, ſay, was lo reſtleſs after the Mur - 
der, that he would go from Home, ſometimes to ich. 
and ſometimes to Worcefer, aud lie a Night or two at a 
Place. And when he lay at his own Houſe, had ſeveral 

| Perſons to watch with him, two in his own Chamber, 
and others below. But all this while he took little Care 
to diſcover the Murderers. . He did not apply to any 
Juſtice of the Peace till the Sunday after the Murder, and 
then was ſent for by Francif Sheldon, Eſq; a Juſtice of the 
Peace in his Neighbourhood. He did indeed apprebend 
one Francis Hale, on Suſpicion of the Murder and Burn- 
ing, who was very. unlikely to be guilty thereof, the 
Houſe which was burnt being his own, which he had 
built on bis own Land. But as Hale had been preſs'd for 
a Soldier, and run away from his Colours, if Fear of 
being hang's for Deſertion, together with the Offer Mr. 
Palmer made bim, (as Hale often declared, once to Philip 
Hill and Dictenſon Greenbank, of Mor celfer, and once to 
Palmer and Symonds themſelves, in the Preſence of the 
Gaoler's Wife) of a Hanger and Piſtols, and Money, to 
go off, would have prevailed with him to have made his 
- Eſcape, he might have carried away the Suſpicion of 
- Guilt from Palmer; but he would not ſtir, and was com- 
mitted on Suſpicion to Priſon. | WT, 

This Conduct of Palmer's, together with his known 
Hatred to, and vile Uſage of his Mother, of which ſhe 
had frequently complain'd to her Neighbours ; particu- 
larly, ſhe told the Widow Jones, That ſhe fear'd ber 
Son would murder her;“ nay, told her Son hbimſclf, 
in the Hearing of Elizabeth Randall, who was then her 
EE Eons Hes „ Servant, 


1.14] | 
Servant, That ſhe knew he hated her, and would mur- 
„der her, if it was not for Fear of being hang'd;“ and 
then warn'd him (as ſhe had done ſeveral Times) of 
Symonds and his Company, ſaying, ** They would bring 
** him to hanging.” — Theſe Things created ſo violent a 
Suſpicion in that Neighbourhood, of Paluer's being con- 
cern'd in the Murder, that Mr. Thomas Perks, jun. told 
him, the Wedne/day after it, that he was ſuſpected to be 


guilty of it 3 and Thomas Marriot, of Churchill, told him 
the ſame the Saturday following. Yet all this did not 


quicken his Endeavaurs to diſcover the -Murderers ; nor 
did he offer a Reward for that Purpoſe, though he had 


an Advertiſement drawn up to be inſerted in the Gazette, 


which he kept in his Pocket. l 
Thurſday, Nev. 20, Mr. Parks, Vicar of Upton, inform'd 
the Biſhop of Oxford, that one Francis Jackſon ſaw one 
Giles Hunt come into his Brother's Houſe, where the ſaid 
Hunt and bis Wife then lived, on Saturday the 8th of 
November, early in the Morning, and that be had Blood 
upon his Sleeves and Breeches. Jaclſen being ſent for, 
and depoſing the ſame, a Warrant was immediately iſſued 


out for the apprehending Giles Hunt, who being brought 


before the ſaid Biſhop and Thomas V, Eſq; another 
Juſtice of the Peace for the County, was examined about 
the Blood upon his. Cloaths, and where he had been that 


Night. He own'd that his Cloaths were bloody, which 


was occaſion'd by a Quarrel with a Soldier; and ſaid, 
'That he did not go to his Brother's Houſe that Night, 
but lay at Henwicl's- bill, a Place about a Mile from Wor- 
cefler, where his Wife's Grandfather and Aunt, Simon 
Smith and Joan Leyes, lived. The Conſtable was then 
charg'd with Hunt, whilſt a Warrant was ſent for the 
ſaid Smith and Leyes ; who coming before the ſaid Juſ-. 
tices, ſaid, That Giles Hunt had been at their Houſe on 


Friday the 7th of November, but went away from thence, © 
one ſaid about Five or Six, the other between Three and {| 


Four that Evening, and came no more to their 2 3 
. gat. 


* 
a 


i (15 ] | 
Night. And, upon their falſify ing what Hun! ſaid, as 
to the Place where he lay that Night, and upon the poor 
Account which he gave of the Blood upon his Cloaths, he 
was committed to the Caſtle, on Suſpicion of the aforeſaid 
Murders and Burning. | | x | 
A Warrant was then directed to the Conſtable to ſearch 
the ſaid Hunt's Brother's Houſe; who, repairing thither, 
found ſeveral Pewter Plates, Sheets, and Napkios, mark'd 
A. P. the firſt Letters of Mrs. Alice Palmer's Names. 
When an Account of this was brought to Hunt in the 
Priſon, he preſently confeſs'd that he' was guilty ; that be 
and Three more murder'd the Woman, and fired the 
Houſe, Funt was then ſent for to the Biſhop of Oxford, 
[Dr. Lhyd, Chancellor of Forcefier Charles Cocks, The- 
mas Wyld, and Timothy Brigginghaw, Eſqrs. Juſtices of 
the Peace for that County. | B 
While Hunt was under their Examination, one John 
Hawk/awwoed, a Sadler of Worcefler, who was in the Pri- 
ſon when Hunt confeſs'd, went over to Palmer's Houſe at 
Libery, who, calling at the Gate, and telling his Name, 
was let in by Palmer bimſelf, without any Light. The 
firſt Thing Hawifwood ſaid to Palmer was, If be would 
come to Worcefler he might ſee ſome of bis poor Mother's 
* Goods. To which Palmer reply'd, I; it come out ? and 
then aſk'd, How, and by what Means, and what Sort of 


fi) a Perſon the Man was who diſcover'd ? Of which Hawk/- 


<vood in form'd him. Palner then aſk d Hawk/avord if Hunt 
had accus'd ever a Woman? He told him he bad not 
heard of any, for Hunt had not yet impeach'd, only had 
ſaid there were Four of them, Two of whom might be 
taken that Night ; but he believ'd he would impeach no 
Body but himſelf, becauſe he heard him ſay, J be Gould 
_ impeach, the Devil would tear bim in pieces. 
Haxukfevecd afk d Palmer, ſeveral Times, to come over 
with him to Worcefler ; but his Anſwer was, If Hawl/- 
o would ftay till next Day he would. He ſays there 
were in the Houſe with Pealnyr, bis Wife, Mrs. he 


Tal  - 
his Wiſe's Mother, and She/den Srevens, who had marry'd 
Mis. Symond:'s Siſter; that he did not hear Stevens ſpeak 
one Word ; that Mr. Palmer and his Wiſe fell into a 
great Conſternation, which Mrs. Symonds perceiving, ſaid, 
If bat. do ye whinnel for now Come, let's be merry, fince be 


bas brought us [ſuch good News | Hawk/wood lays he | 


thought be had brought them welcome News, but found 
it was not ſo acceptable to them as to their Neighbours.; 
nor could he tex with Palmer to come over to Vor- 
cefter : And ſo left them. 


Hunt was this while before the Juſtices, who own'd, as 4 85 


de did before to the Gaoler, That one of the Four was 

*call'd Tom Dun; but refus'd, for ſome Hours, to diſcover 
the other Two, ſoqetimes faying that the Devil would 
fetch him if he did, he had bound himſelf with ſo many 


"Curſes, to the contrary ; ſometimes, that they were tos 


Great for him, and that Might would overcome Right: 
And, tho' he gave ſeveral Hints that they were Perſons 
well acquainted with Mrs, Palmer's Houſe, and related to 
her, he would not ſpeak out, till his Wife and his Bro- 
ther-in-Liw fell duwn 6n their Knees to, thim, and, with 
Tears, begg'd nim to confeſs 3 and then he ſaid that the 
other Tuo were Mr. Thomas Symonds, whom he well 
knew, and one whom they call'd Mr. Palmer, and ſaid 


he was the murder'd Woman's Son; but he had not 


known him before. After his Confeſſion was: taken 
down, which was between Ten and Eleven of the Clock, 
a Warrant was ſent, that Night, for the apprehending of 
Mr. Palmer, and the Officer took him in his Bed with his 
Wife, and brought him in, the next Morning,, to Vor- 
ceſier, being Friday the 21ſt of November. While Palmer 
was before the reſt of the Juſtices, Mr. Chancellor Lloyd 
took with him Mr. Thomas Oliver, Regiſter of the Dio- 
ceſe, and went to the Caſtle to examine Hunt more parti- 
cularly ; and, among other Queſtions, afſk'd Hunt what 


Sort of a Perſon, Mr. Palmer was * Hunt deſcribed: him 


to be a chin, pale-faced Man, with à brown Natural 
| 8 Perriwig. 
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Perriwig, or Hair of his own of the ſame Colour, and 
much about his own Height. This was between Ten and 
Eleven, which the Reader is deſired to take Notice of, 


When he comes to the Evidence given at the Trial for 


Palmer, by R. V. 5 
When Palmer was told by the Juſtices, that he was 
accus'd for the Murder of his Mother, and that a Hanger, 


which he had by his Side, mult be taken from him, he 


threw it down iu the Window, and with it a Caſe of 


| loaded Piſtols, which he had in his Coat Pocket, and ap- 


peared to be in a very great Confuſion ; but more eſpeci- 


. ally when he was aſked if he knew Churchill Oak, (that 


being the Place where Hunt had ſaid they all Four met in 
order to their deſign'd Villany), Palmer was told that 


there was very poſitive Evidence againſt him, and it be- 


hoved him to make good Proof where he was that Night 
on which the Murders were committed: He gave a very 
poor and perplex'd Anſwer, but ſaid, That Friday the 


+*« »th, he had taken Phyſick, had not been out of the | 


* Houſe all that Day, and went to Bed at Five of the 
* Clock in the Evening.” Being aſked, -Who lay with 
him that Night? he ſaid, No body ; that his Wiſe lay 
in another Bed, by Reaſon of his taking Phyfick.,  — + 
Aſter his Examination, the Juſtices being inform'd that 
Sheldon Stevens (who came to Town with : Palmer ) was 


the Perſan in whoſe Houſe Themds Symonds lodg'd, he was 


examih'd upon Oath, and depos'd, That Themas Symonds 
liv'd at his Houſe, and aſually lay with him; that be 
heard of Mrs. Palmer's Murder early on Saturday Mort- - 


| Ing the Sth of November, he having rifen about Four that 


Morning to go to Vorceſler Market. Being aſk'd, Whe- 


ther Thomas Symonds Tay that Night with him? he an. 
ſwer' d, He could not ſay it. Being deſired to recollect 


himſelf, and told twas but a Fortnight fince, and that. 
His rifing fo early that Morning might give ſome Help to 
his Memory; and then aſk'd, Whether he left any one 


did. 


did. Being agaid aſk'd, upon his Oath, Whether 75. 
was Symonds lay that Night in his Houſe ? be anſwer'd, He 
would not for the World ſay it. 3 | 
A Warrant was then ſent out for the apprehending of 
Thomas Symonds. | x: Ce | 
That Evening Palmer was confronted by Haut, at the 
Talbot, in Siabury. Hunt was placed in a Room in that 
Ian, and ſome of the Juſtices of the Peace with him. As 
ſoon as Palmer came within Hunt's Sight, tho" he had no 
Nate upon him, nor any Thing to diſcover him to be a 
Priſoner, and ſeveral Perſons came in with him, ſome 
near his Shape and Colour, Hunt immediately cry'd out, 
throwing himſelf, backwards to the Window, Guilty ! 
| guilty lm that's the Man 
A Friend of Palmer's then aſk'd Hunt, What colour'd 
|  Cloaths Palner. had on the Night that the Murder was 
[i Committed? To which Hunt reply'd, That, as well as he 
could judge by the Light they had that Night, they were 
brown; and he believed the ſame Wig that he had now 
| on. —— This Particular the Reader is deſired to keep in 
| His Mind wheo be comes to his Man, J. Amphlet's Evi- 
| Qdence.—— Palmer was then committed. | 
| Mauch about that Time Thomas Skinner, who was ſent 
| with n Stepbent and John Gibbs, ſworn Conſtables for 
that Purpoſe, to apprehend Symonds, brought him into £1 
ii! the aforeſaid Inn, having ſurpriz'd him at the Houſe of 7 
| F. Crump, at Piddle, (an Ale-Houſe where Sjmond: ſpent WW 
ga grest Part of his Time). As they were on their Way 3 
is towards Piculr they enquir'd of two Perſons, whom they 
| | met, Whether they had ſeen Mr. Thomas Symonds of late? 
{/ Who reply'd, That they had not ſeen him fince the Mur- 
deer of Mrs. Palmer and her Maid; and that they heard 
| de had hired a Horſe, and was gone out of the Country. 


| 

| However, they went on to Piddle, and Skidner entering 
Crump's Houſe, and hearing Company in an inner Room, 
|  Open'd the Door, and there found Symonds, Crump, and 
| Two more, drinking; Symends's Boots, Saddle, and Hanger, 

| 


4 ſhe (his Miſtreſs) lay that Night, he ſhould ſay, in ano- 
ber Room ; that their Houſe being out of Orger, and 


® „ = 
lying in the Room. Skinner going boldly up to Symonds 
told him, He arreſted him, in the Queen's Name, for the 
Murder of Mrs. Palmer and her Servant. Symonds deny d 
the Fact, and would ſeem to brave it out, calling for Ale, 
and drinking it as faſt as he could. But, after Skinner had 
told him that the Murder was ſworn poſitively apon bim, 
he fell into ſuch a Confuſion and Diſtraion of 'houg ht, 
that, tho' he had been for many Years very well ac- 
quainted with Skinner, yet, for an Hour together, in all 
his Diſcourſe, he call'd Skinner by the Name of Story, 
which was the Name of the Perſon that then kept the 
County Gaol. | | 1 
While Skinner and Stephen, (who came in ſoon after 
| Skinner ) were fitting with Symonds, Crump, and the other 
two Perſons in the Room, Crump told them that Mr. Sy- 
mond had hired a Horſe to go off, and given Five Shil- 
lings for the Hire, and that the Bridle was then on the 
Horſe: And quickly after the Horſe was brought thither, 
2 Symonds ſet upon him and brought Priſoner to Wer- 
ceſler. | | 
As they were on the Road, Symonds, riding near Se- 
pbens, reach'd out his Hand to have taken Szephens's Han- 
ger from 2 and had near done it, when S§tiaser, being 
Juſt behind Symonds, prevented it, rhreateniu:g to ſhoog 
him if he offer'd at any ſuch Thing again. 
When they came within a Mile of the Ci 


| City, Mrs. Ste- 
wins, the Wife of Sheldon Steves, of Pidd/e, and Aunt 
to Symonds, who accampany'd'him to Werceter, riding 
behind her Man, was heard, both by Sinner and J. Ge- 
Pens, inſtructing ber Man what be ſhould ſay, in caſe he 
ſhayld be examined before the Juſtices, wiz. ** If he was 
„ alk'd where Symonds lay the Night of the Murder, bg 
% ſhould lay, with his Mafler— If he were aſł d wherg 


% Workmen repairing it, Mr. Hos, could lie mo i 
| 785 C 2 55 | | When 


F 5 
When Symonds was. brought before the Juſtices, and 
charged with the Murders, be ſeem d to be ia great Diſ- 
order: And being examin'd, and giving a very poor Ac. 
count of himſelf, was committed to the Gaol. | 


Mrs. Symonds, with ſeveral of their Servants, came over 


Behalf of Palmer. One of the Seryants, whoſe Name 
was Jo. Anpblet, came into a Room where the Juſtices 
where, and defired to be ſworn, Being afk'd what he 
could ſwear ? he ſaid he woyld ſwear, That bis Maſter 
Palmer went to Bed on Friday the 7th of November at 
Eight of the Clack; and further, That bis Maſter never 
ore brown Cloaths, [tho' there was no Mention made of 
. Cloaths ] —- Being aſe'd, How long he had liv'd with 
Mr. Palmer ? be ſaid, Three Weeks. — Being aſk'd, On 
what Day of the Week and Month be was hired to his 
Maſter ? he ſaid, Ze could not tell. ——Being aſk' d, In 
what Month he was hired ? he ſaid, he conld not tell; but 
F that were on the 75th of November, it nu be ſome 
Time in the Month before. Being aſk'd, What Month 


* 


Being told, That, having liv'd ſo little a Time with his 
Mater, he could not ſwear, upon his own Knowledge, 
hat his Maſter never wore brown Cloaths, but upon the 
nformation of ſome other; he ſaid, Yes, he was told 
„it by old Madam Symonds, who came with him that 
«+ Morniog to Town, and inform'd him of both thoſe 
* Particulars, and begg/d him, for God's Sake, and for 
% Chriſt's Sake, to ſwear them. * | 


drawn up for him, and Eight more, who were conducted 
by a certain Attorney. R-— $— —, (who was repri- 
manded for it by the judge in Court) to a Maſter in 
Chancery. The Attorney told the Maſter, That theſe 


in Chanecry; and, by that Impoſition upon the Maſter, 
| - | _ prevail e? 


Saturday, 22. Pajmir's Wife, and his Wife's Mother. 


to Worceſter, prepared to have given Evidence on the 
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was next before Nevember ? he faid, be could not tell. _—— 


As hopeful an Evidence as this was, Affidavits were 


ware Affidavits to be made Uſe of in a Cauſe dependiog 
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preyail'd with him to ſwear the Witneſſes to the Affida- 


vits, as the Maſter (wore at the Trial. The true Uſes 
they made of them were theſe: Firſt, They tied the poor 


Evidences down by an Oath, that they could not go-back 


from the Story they had cook'd up for them. In the 
next Place, Many Copies were made of thoſe Affidavits, 
which were induſtriouſly ſpread about the Coontry, to 
ptepoſſe ſs People, eſpecially ſuch as were like to be upon 
the juries, in Favour of the Priſoners. | wy 

That Day, November 22, while Palmer's Wife, Mo- 
ther, and Servants, were at Worceſter, the aforeſaid At- 


torney went, by Directions from Palmer, to Palmer's 
> Houſe at Libery, carrying with bim ten or eleven Keys: 
The Pretence was to fetch ſome Money for the Priſoner, 


and to remove ſome Cattle and Effects off the Eſtate. 
W hat he did there is not known ; but he was in the Houſe 


long enough to have remov'd Writings, or any Thing 
4 elſe that might have told Tales. | 


The Diſcovery of theſe Murders at Upron was the Oc- 


caſion of the Diſcovery of the Murder of Ann Cormel at 


Bradforton, which, till this Time, was believed to have 
been an Accident. The aforeſaid Haw#/woid was, on 
Monday, December 1, at Eveßbam, in Company with one 

Price, of Bradforton, and diſcourſing about the Murders 


| and Burning at Upton, Price ſaid, Such a Thing bappen'd 
in their Town; that a Woman had ſeen a Silver Box, and 


a Pair of Silver Claſps, and two Gold Rings, in Giles 


+ Hunt's Cuſtody ; which Box, Claſps, and Rings bad been 

& pawn'd to Ann Corme by Joſep Wall. Haute 

= adviſed Price to ſend Wall over to Vorceſter; who came 
# accordingly to Hawk/word the Thur/day following. 
* Hawkſewood and Wall got a Warrant, ard ſearch'd a Houle 


at Henwick's-hill, where Hunt's Wife's Grandfather and 

Auat liv'd, and where ſome of Hunt's Things were, and 
there found the aforeſaid Box. That Evening Joſeph 
Wall, having a Mind to ſee the Priſoners Palmer and 
Symonds, went with Hawk/wned to the Caſtle. ww | 
| = | | | they 


. 


75 at firſt difown'd his Knowledge of it; but when they 


A. 


they came there, Hawk/wwoed told Symonds of their find- || 
ing the aforeſaid Box; to which Symonds reply'd, Let ne 


fee you again To morrow. They then went into a Room, 


and when they were ſat down, 7o/eph Wall began to talk. © 
about his Box and Rings, how he came by them, and how ; 
he had pawn'd them to Ann Cormel. At which Diſcourſe. | 
Palmer and Symonds ſeem'd uneaſy, and Palmer beckon'd 
to Hawkfwword to come to him, which he did; and Palmer 


deſired him to ſpeak to Jo/epb Wall to ſay no more about 
the Box. This was before Hunt bad confeſs'd avy Thing 
of the Bradſorton Murder. | 

The Juſtices examin'd Hunt about it that Night. He 


ſhew'd him Wal!'s Box, he look'd very pale and confus'd. 
It deing late, they bid him conſider that Night, and give 
them his Anſwer next Day. The next Morning Hunt told 
Mr. Taylour, a Divine, That he had a great Ba 


which he did afterwards to the Juſtices, ſaying, That be, 


Dan, Symonds, and one Allen, were concern'd in that Fact. 
Upon which a Warrant was ſent out againſt Allen, who 
being apprebended and brought to Hunt, Hunt immediate- 


3x RI Sight of him, accus'd him with the Murder at 
rad forton. How plainly he diſcover'd his Guilt at bis 


Apprehenſion, will appear from ſeveral Evidences that * 


ſwore againſt him at his Trial. — But it may not be im- 
proper in this Place to give an Account of the Depoſi- 
tions of his Kinſwoman and Friend, Sarah Allen, whoſe 
Houſe, ſhe ſays, he uſed as his own. She depoſes, That 
ber Brother, James Allen, being ſent to Jobs Allen's 
Maſter, one Court, of Somerfields- Afton, to know if Jobs 
Alles lay at his ſaid Maſter's Houſe the Night of the 
Bradforton Murder, and telling John Allen, at his Return, 
that his Maſter could not tell whether he lay at his Houſe 


that Night or not, he the ſaid John Allen reply'd, That 


then be vas @ dead Man! | 
"1 } But, | 
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rden upon 
his Conſcience ; and confeſs d the whole Matter to him, 
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But, through the good Management- of the Agents, | 


3 Allen's Maſter and Dame, with two Boys, were prevail'd 


on and inſtructed to ſwear they ſaw bim at Home the 
Night on which the Murder was committed at Bradforton ; 
which might poſſibly be true, and Allen nevertbeleſs guilty 


of the Murder, the Place where he then lived being but 


four Miles from Bradforton. But it is very remarkable, 
that, at the Trials for both the Murders, not only that at 
Upron, which happen'd nearer the Time of the Aſſines, 
bat this alſo at Bradforton, which was committed above a 

Twelvemonth before, Children and ignorant Perſons were 
taught to remember, and ſwear- to the Month of the 


Fear, the Day of the Month and Week, and Hour of 


the Day, who knew not one Month fram another, nor 
could tell on what Day any Thing happen'd in which 


they were nearly concern'd themſelves. 


Allen being committed, there remained only Tom Dun 


; to be apprehended. Several Perſons were brought on Suſ- 
I picion before Hunt, whom he immediately acquitted ; 


and indeed that Criminal was in vain enquired after under 


74 that aſſumed Name. 


At laſt Hunt ſaid he remember'd he had heard Symonds 
call Das by the Name of Hebbins ; which the Juſtices 
being inform'd of, and that there was a Family of that 


+ Name at Churchil/, near the Place where Mrs. Palmer 


was murder'd, they ſent thither for two or three Men of 
that Name ; but they being brought to Hunt, he declar'd 


was the Man. Upon further Enquiry it was found 
that there was another Brother, whole Perſon, as 'twas 


ſaid, anſwer'd the Deſcription which Hunt bad given of 


| Tom Dan, and that he lived at fron, in' the Pariſh of 


Burford, in Oxfordſhire. De | 

As ſoon as it was diſcover'd that Dus's true Name was 

Hobbins, while the Juſtices were enquiring after him, Pal. 

mer pretended to give Forty Pounds for a Reward to any 

Man that ſhould take him. Upon which PGI ip Hill, that 
1 ö : ; 1," 
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keeps the City Gol, went to | Palmer, and offere] him, | 
that, if he woald depoſit Ten Pounds, he would under. |; 
take to apprehend him. Palmer reply'd, He muſt firſt 
conſult with his Lawyers about it. Hil! defired him to 
conſider of it, and to ſend to him, if he approved his 
Propoſal. But he heard no more from Palmer. 

The Deſcription which Hunt had made of Hobbins, alias 
Dun, was ſent to a Juſtice of the Peace in Oxfordhbire, 
with a Letter, defiring him to employ ſomebody in the 
Neizhbourhood of Burford to enquire after Hobbins, and, 
if his Perſon anſwer's the Deſcription Hunt had given, to 
apprehend and bring him before a Magiſtrate. 

Mr. Jo Cafile, ot B:rford, (who was the Perſon em- 
ploy'd) being at Church on Sunday the 4th of January, 
faw a Man there fo exactly anſwering the Deſcription, 
that he immediately concluded that muſt be the Perſori 
enquired after; and the lmpreſion was ſo ſtrong upon 
him, that, as ſoon as the Sacrament was over, [at which 
Ordinance Hebbins (as bis Wife ſaid) had never been before] 
he apprehended him, and brough: him before John Len- 
thall, E'q; a jaſtice of the Peace for the County of Ox- 
ford Mr. Lenthali having ex2min'd him, ſent an Account 
of hits Apprehenſion, togetticr with his Examination, to the 
Biſhop of Oæ/ard at Worce/ier, by a Meſſenger on Pur- 
poſe : By the Return of which Meſſenger Hun!'s Depoſt- 
tions grinft Hobbing were ſent to Mr. Lentball, and there- 
upon Hobbint was committed to Oxford Gaol. | 

_ © Soon after Notice came to Vorceſler of the Commit- 
ment of Hobdins, one Jobs Gorle, of Kempſey, (a Perſon 
well acquainted with Palmer, and who went afterwards 
with Palmer's Wife to London) was diſpatch'd away on a2 
Horſe of Palmer's to Hobbins at Oxford. The Pretence of 
this Journey was to carry a Letter from Mr. William 
lerbert, one of Mr. Palmer's Attornies, to the Recorder 
of Oxford; but before the Recorder had eaamin'd hs. 
| Sins, Gorle had been in the Priſon with him. What In- 7 
ittuctions Gorle gave HobSins, or what his Errand to him 


[ 25 ] 
uns, can only be gueſs'd at; but 'tis plain "twas ſomes 
# thing Which Gor/# was afraid to own himſelf concern'd . 
in: for when the Recorder requir'd Gori to ſabſcribe as 
a Witneſs to the Examination of Hobbins, he ſubſcribed 
not John Gorle, which was his true Name, but Gore 
Chetle, which is the Name of another Man in Worcefter- 
ire. 3 | 
titer Gorle's Return from Oxford, one J. B. an Attor- 
ney near Burford, who had been Clerk to the fame At- 
torney that had inſtructed R. S. and O. R. an Attorney 
at Ste, who had deen Mafter to them both, were, by 
* FPalner, employ'd to manage Hobbins's Caſe, and to find 
cout Witneſſes to prove him at Burford when the Murders 
= with which he was charged were committed. That B. 
was employ'd in this Aﬀair by Palmer, appears from the 
Examination of Thomas Smith, one of Hobbins's Wit- 
neſſes; and that R. was ſo employ'd, is confeſs'd by Hob- 
bins himſelf, in his Examination. With what Zeal and 
Succeſs theſe Attornies manag'd their Clients“ Cauſe will 
appeat by the Number of Witnefſes that were produced 
for Hobbins at his Trial; all which Witneffes were brought 
down to Worgeſter, and maintain'd there at the Charge of 
Mr. Palner, at witoſe Expence Ho#bins likewiſe was kept 
al the while he was in Prin, as well as thoſe Attornies 
„ gratify'd for the good Services they had done for Hobbin ; 
£4 _ muſt be allow'd to be a Piece of unaccountable 
Generoſity in Palmer, if, as he ſays in his pretended 
I n he had never ſeen Hobbins before he came 
| v , Es | : | | „„ 
ds WM While theſe Attornies were thus employ'd in Oxford- 
& fire, Palner's Agents were not idle in Worceflerfoire.—— 
. H. one of his Attornies, endeavour'd to corrupt Hunt, 
offering him a large Sum of Mony to retract his Evi- 
dence ; for which he was afterwards indited, and a Bill 
was. found againſt him. A Meſſenger was ſent aboar 
- X three Weeks before the Trial, on a Horſe of Palmer's, 
with a Leiter to the High — heriff, in which Paſuer defir'd 
Y N | of 


of the Sheriff that Two of his Friends might be return'd. 
on the Jury that was to paſs upon him; for which Fa- 
vours he offer'd, to gratify the Sheriff to his own Demands. 
The Meſſenger added, That Mrs. Palmer, Wife of 


the ſajd. Palmer, ſhould meet the Sheriff wherever he 


would appoint, and bring the Money he demanded with 
her. The Sheriff, being angry at the Propoſal, tore the 


Letter in Pieces, and told the Meſſenger, be would not be 


bribed to abuſe, bis Country. XS 


Notwithſtanding that Anſwer, this ſame Meſſenger | 


came again from Palmer to the Sheriff, the Morning be- 
fore: Palmer's Trial came on, and offer'd the Sheriff Five 
La and promis'd to make them up an Hundred in 
bree Hqurs Time, if the Sheriff would uſe his. Intereſk, | 
With the Jury for Palmer ; but the Sheriff, to his Honour, 


refus'd this Offer, as he did the former, with Indignation. i 


Applications had been made, on the Saturday before the 
Trial, to Gery, one of the Bailiſfs of the Hundred, by 
Palmer himſelf, who offer d him Five Guineas,, and pro- 
mis'd whatever more he deſired, to ſpeak to the Jury for 
him: And, on the Day of the Trial, Get/ey being the 
Hailiff that attended the Jury, Palmer's Servant brought 
ſome Guineas, as the Jury were going out, offer ing them 
22 if he would but ſpeak to One or TwWo of them to 
land off for Palmer. ' 1 | 
Whether theſe Proceedings, which have been related, 
of the. Priſoners and their Agents, argue Innocence. or: 
| Guilt in the Priſoners, the Reader is left to judge. A 


* 
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At the Alſizes holden at Wa for the 
_ County of Worceſter, on the 3 1ſt Day of 
March, An. Dom. 1708, before Sir John 
Powel, Kt. one of Her Majeſty's Fuſtices 
f the Court of Queen Bench, at Seven 

ef the Clock in tbe Morning, fie Pole. | 

mation made, 


Thomas Symonds, Thames Dan, alias 
; William Hobbins, and John Allen, Were 
abt order d to the Bar, and arraigm d, by their 
mn y ſeveral Names, upon F'oar mon Indie. 
ments 5 VIZ, | 


* 


ed, I. POR ing the Houſe of Ann Corme, late of 
Bradforten, in the County of Mercer, on the 

Ach Day of Februgry, 1706. 

1. hy dealing the Goods of the ſaid Ann Cormel, at 

> the ſame Time. 

III. For murdering the ſaid As Cormel, at the ſame 

IV. For ſettiag ber Houſe on Fite, at the fame Time. 

Z To euch of which Indiaments they ſeverally pleaded 

Not an, 2nd pus * apon their Trials | 

D 2 Then 
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Then the Freeholders upon the Panel for the Jury were 
call'd, and Intimation given to the Priſoners at the Bar 
of their Privilege to challenge, Ce. | £ 
Of the firſt that was call'd, and appear'd, Sympnd! afk'd, 
Does not he belong to the Biſhop of Oxford? The Court 
reply'd, There was no Occaſion to aſk ſuch Queſtions; + 
for that every Priſoner had the Privilege to challenge 
Twenty, without ſhewing any Reaſon for it. Tben he 
Challenged him, and Eleyen or Twelve more ſucceſſively. - 
Hereupon the Judge ſaid he found he muit alter the 
Method, and try them one by one; and accordingly or- 
der'd Hobbins to be ſet to the Bar alone. Which war 
done, and he arraign'd again upon the Four Indid ments 
| 2 To each of which he pleaded, as before, Not 
ailty. And being aſk'd concerning the Juryman firſt 
eall'd, If he challenged him ? he anſwer'd, I challenge 
none of em, for I know nothing of the Matter. 
Then the Jury were ſworn, and, after Proclamation. 
made for Evidence, charged with the Priſoner at the Bir. 


Then Giles Hunt, Evidence for the Queen, was called 
and ſworn; after ſome Scruples pelating to his Pardon 
were removed, was directed by the Court to give an Ac- _ 
count how and ben his Acquaintance with Allen, Hob- 
&;ns, and Symond; began; as allo of the ſeveral Meetings 
they had before the Facts committed; what paſs'd in their 
going to Bradforton, what there, and what in their Re- 
turn from thence ; and when and where they parted ; 
Who gave Eyidence to the Effect following, vix. 

That in Summer, 1706, Job Allen work'd at Harveſt. 
Work together with bim, for Edvard Freeman, of Brad. 
forton, to whom he [ Hunt] was then, and had for ſome 
Time after been, an Hired Servant; and that ſo his Ac- 
quaintance with Alles began. That being, about Micbacl. 
mas following, at Condercope Wake, he met there the ſaid 
Allen, who aſk'd him to drink a Mug of Ale with him. 
To which he conſenting, Allen brought him into the 
Company and firſt Acquaintance of the Priſoner at the” 


OS. | 
Bar, by the Name of Tom Dur, but whoſe Right Name 
was accidentally afterwards diſcover'd to him to be Hob- 
Bias.“ That at his firſt coming into the Room where this 
Priſoner at the Bar was, one Dewwry and two other young 
Men were preſent; but in a little Time they went away; 
and that then the Priſoner aſk'd him, in Preſence of- 
Allen, If he was married, or at Service? That he reply'd, - 

He was not married, but at Service. Then he aſk'd him, 
What Friends he had? To which he anſwer'd, That his 
Friends were but few, and that he depended upon his 
Fingers' Ends for a Livelihood. - That then the Priſoner 
at the Bar ſaid, If he'd venture with him, and do as he 
did, he ſhould live like a King, and never want Money; 

and that he'd teach him a better Way to get Money than 

dy going to Service. That he reply'd, He could not 

engage with them at that Time, becauſe bis Year - was 
not quite up with his Maſter Freeman; but that he would 
meet him any where a Fortnight after, for then his Year © 

4 would be up. That then they agreed to meet on a certain 
Day appointed, about a Fortnight after, at Zobn. Crump's 
Houſe, at Piddle. & | A 

That at John Crump's Houſe at-Piddle, according to 

Agreement, they met; whither the Priſoner at the Bar 
brought with him Mr. Thomas Symonds, jun, That the 

| {aid Symonds »{k'd him [ Hunt], If he was in Service? To 
which he anſwer'd, He was not. That then Symonds 
adviſed him never to go to Service again, but to do as he 

Rs and 
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At one of their Meetings afterwards the Witneſi heard 
Symonds call the Priſoner at the Bar Hobbins ; and ob- 
ferving that be was diſpleaſed thereat, concluded that to be 
his right Name. By that Name he was diſcover'd, after be 
1e Lad been in vain ſaugbt after by the Name of Dun, for the 
Gs = WFunth did not know where be lives. 8 


and Tom Das did, and then he would never want. And | 
Further ſaid, I think it mo Harm to take @ Purſe from a 
(Gentleman that can ſpare it, That thereupon he refolved 
co take their Advice, and vetture with them; and that 
aſter an Hour or two's drinking, they agreed to meet ac 
the fame Place about a Fortnight after, and parted. 
That the Day of meeting come, he went to the ſaid. 
's Hove at Pidale, whither, about Half an Hour | 
after his Arrival, came Symonds, That Symonds aflc'd 
Crump (who was bedging-in a Rick of Hay in a Cloſe 
te to bis Door) y come in and _ * 
rump got coming in, Symonds propos d to take a Walk 
ny. $ Fields, and there met 4 Shepherd's Boy, whom 
Symonds having whilper'd, ſent away. That about an 
Hour aſter, one Richard Ballard came to them, who, 
after ſome Diſcourſe had with Symonds in private, aſk'd 
bim { Hart, ] If he underſtood ſelling of Horſes? That 
he reply'd, He did, for that he had ſold ſeveral for Ma- 
ers be had liv'd with. That then Ballard ſaid, He had 
« Horſe, lately taken from Tack at Sir Richard Throck- 
norton s, that did not take his Work kindly, and defired 
him to ſell him, or ſwop him away for him, at Baſeley 
Fair, below Glanceſter, valuing him at about Nine Pounds, 
That he undertook to diſpoſe of the Horſe, as defired ; 
and for that End agreed to receive him from Ballard two 
Nights after, at a Place near the aforeſaid's Cramp's __ 
| e, at Pidd/e. That they parted, Symonds and Ba- 
rd going away together. 5 
That two Nights after, according to Agreement, he 
met Ballard at the Place appointed, received the Horſe 
of him (a black Horſe, with a ſurfeited Dun Coat) and 
Forty Shillings to bear his Charges. That he took the 
Horſe to Baſthy Fair, but not ſelling him there, return'd 
to Glouceſter, and, at the Maidenhead there, where he ſet 
up, was upon a Swop with a Carrier. But being queſtion'd 
How he came by the Horſe, and a Voucher required, he, 
pretending to fetch a Voucher, made his Eſcape, and left 
de Horſe behind him, . That 
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That two Days.after, he came back to Cramp's Houſe; 
at Piddle, and aſking for mand, Crump ſent his youngedt 
Daughter to inform Symonds and Ballard of his [ Hunt's 
Arrival. That in a little Time they both came, 
Symonds aſk'd him, What Luck? To which he reply'd, 
Very bad, for he bad loſt the Horſe; and related after 
what Manner. That then they both reproach'd: him with 
cheating them, and gave him ill Language. That be 
juſt ify d himſelf, and ſaid, The Horſe was but at Glen - 
cefer, and there they might have him, if they would fetch 
bim: But, being much incens'd at their Behaviour 
towards him, added, He believed the Horſe: was. 
\ } ſtplen Horſe, and threaten'd to make Diſcovery.. That 
thbeteupon they endeavoured. to appeaſe him, and at length: 
gave him Three Pounds to hold his Tongue, and be trac: 
' to their Neſigns, That then they ſet in to driaking, and, 
after ſome Time, agreed to. meet at the ſame Place on 
Nay appointed, . about. a Week befbre St. Aoureuu- Tide, im: 
order to rob the Houſe of ane Bamford, a Pig-Driver, at 
Piddle, With which Reſolution the Meeting ended. 
That at the Time appointed be went to Crump's Houle, 
at had been agreed, and there found Allin, Symonds,. and. 
the. Priſaner at the Bar. That after ſome Diſcourſe they. 
reſolved to rab Bamford: that, Night, and attempted it ;- 
but being diſturb'd by the Dogs: of the Town, went off: 
ſevetal Ways. | 1 
That about three Weeks after, at the aforeſaid: Crump's: 


Houle at Piddle, he caſually. met Symonds; who then ; 
e dim Directioss to meet him about a Week! or: nine Bow 
d after at tbe Greem. Dragon: in Worcefler. That he wem 
e tticher at the Time, and found Ballard andiSymonds; That: 
4 _ there they talk'd of robbing Mr: Poan!nzy, Dr. Wall, and- 
e others; and agreed to meet at Cramps Houle again on tho 
4 Gandlemas Eve following. 5 


1 Thatat the Day he went to: the: ſaid: Counp's Houls, 
aud there met Symonds; Allen and the: Priſover at the- 
Var; but that Ballard came not to that Meeting Thag: 

| | 5 they 


: 
they then reſolved to rob Mr. Pountney's Houſe, on the 
Night but one after ; aud for that End to meet all Four at 
 - Piddle Bridge; and that, in the mean Time, Ballard 
mould be directed to wait for their coming the faid Night 
ma Hollow-Way in Fladbury Field. N 
That accordingly, on the 4th of February, 1706, about 
Seven of the Clock in the Evening, he [the Witneſs, 
Symonds, Allen, and the Priſoner at the Bar, met at Piddle 
Brzage aforeſaid, and thence went directly to the Hollow- | 
Way in Fladbury Field, where Ballard had been directe 
to wait for their — but that Ballard not beigg 
there, nor com ing at all, the Deſign upon Mr. Peuntneys 
Houſe (which Ballard was beſt acquainted with) was laid 
aſide for that Time; and Alu propos'd to go to Brad- 

forton, and rob Ann Cormel. aſſuring them ſhe had Money. 
That he {the Witneſs} ſaid, She was but poor, ſhe could 
not have much Money. But Alles perſiſting in his Con- 
fidence, that ſhe kad Money, Symonds ſaid, Dam'me, if 

it be but Five Pounds, it is worth the fetching :: And that 
thereupon they reſolved, and went. | oy 
That when they came to the faid im Corme/s Houſe 
Allen, and the Priſoner at the Bar, went into Edwart 
Feen Burn, which join'd thereto, and broke through 
„ _ - the Wall into the faid Houſe, Symonds and himſelf watch- 
| - ivg in the Street the whye, io prevent any Surprize. That 


they retired behind ſome Withy Trees that were over- 
againlt the Barn. That when Allen and the Priſoner at 
the Bar bad been about Half an Hour in the Houſe, they 
came out by the ſame Way they bad gone in, and at their 
coming out ſaid, They had done her Buſineſs for her; and 
brought out all the Money they could find. Fhat they 
| brought alſo a little Silver Box, having two Gold Rings 
and a Pair of Silver Claſps in it; likewiſe a Bundle of 
Cloaths, which were then given to A//ex. That the Pri- 
ſoner at the Bar brought out alſo two Papers, and gave 
them to mende, who, holding them up to gy Fogg 


while they were there, a Man coming along the Street, 1 


FRE |. 
Light, faid, ** This is a brave Bout for Tom Bird, for: 
« here is a Note under his Hand for Eight Pounds lent 
« him by Ain Cormel. That having ſaid this, he tore 
the Paper in Pieces, and Ramp'd them gnder his Feet. 
Here the Judge call'd for. an Almanack of the Year 
170%, and having conſulted it, a&'d the Witneſs, About 
what Time of the Night ic then was? To which he 
reply*d; Betwixt One and Two. Then the Judge ſaid, 
The Moon did then ſhine, for it was near the Full; and 
afk 'd the Witneis, If he read the Note as well as Symonds ?, 
The Witneſs anſwer'd, That he could neither write nor 
read. Then be proceeded in his Evidence, and (aid, 
That Symonds having torn the Papers, they all went of, 
keeping together till they came to the Town's End. That 
there Symonds turning about, and ſeeing Ann Cormel 8 
HFlouſe on Fire, ſaid, What / have. you fir'd the Houſe ? 
And that the Priſoner at the Bar reply'd, they had. That 
then they went on all together till they came near be 
Houle of one Taylor, who ſells Ale; and that there (ha- 
ving agreed to meet all at Cramp's Houſe on the Saturdaßx 
following to ſhare the Money) Alles parted from them, 
and went for Bad/ey ; but himſelf and the other two went 
to Crumj's Houſe at Pidd, where they arrived about 
Fire of the Clock in the Morning. 

That towards the Evening of the ſame Day, Feb. 5 
be and Symonds took a Walk into the Fields, and met 
there Ballard, booted and ſpurr'd. That Symonds aſk d 
Ballard, Why he fail'd em lat Nighe? And Ballard 
anſwer' d, That he was in Company that he could not 
Fi leave 1 bat another Nigbt might do a9 well, When Mr. 
= Pountney and his Wife might be from Home. That then 

| 5 the all three Went to Cramps Houſe, aud 4 little after 
5 Rene * and went to ¶ ol uerton, a Place about two 
Meg o. 
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That on the Saturdey. following, Symonds, Alle, and 
db Prifoner at the Bar, and himſelf, met, according to 
E Agreement, 


Agreement, and divided the Money taken out of Ann 


. give her Baud fer ig + but ſhe tefur d to take i: The 


bw 


CormePs Houſe, being Two-and-twenty Pounds, 1 
The Judge then aſk'd the Witneſs, What Share he had 
of the Money and Things? Whoanfwer'd, Seven Pounds, 
the Silver Box, the two Gold Rings, and Claſps. He 
was then aſk'd, How he came to have ſo great a Share? 
They gave it him for his Encouragement, he ſaid, being. 
but a Beginner; and in regard they expected to have their 
Proportions made good out of the Booty they promis'd F 
to themſelves that Night at Andrew Hyron's, at Wolver- YF 
ton, who Symond: (wore had a Buſhel of Money, and that 
it ruſted for Want of turning. That they went that 


Night to the ſaid Hyron's Houſe, with a Reſolution to rob 
him, but were diſcouraged by the Barking of a Dog. +4 


Then the Priſoner at the Bar being aſk'd, If he would 
have any Queſtion put to the Witneſs ? ſaid to this Pur- 


poſe; Hunt, you ſay the firſt Time [ was in your Com- 


** pany was at Condercope Wake: You are a notorious 
lying Rogue, I never ſaw you there in my Life. My 
* Lord, I know nothing of the Matter, nor of this Hunt, 
« for I never ſaw him before I ſaw him here in the 
% Gaol.” 

Then Themar Bird, of Bradforton, was call'd, and 
ſworn, and directed to tell the Jury what he knew of a 
Note for Money he had borrow'd of Ann Corme/; and 
what of her Body being found in the Ruins of her Houſe. 
'The Sum of- whoſe Evidence was, FM 

That having Occaſion for ſome Money to lay out at 

Flair, he went to his Neighbour, Ann Cormel, 
and aſk'd her to lend him Eight Pounds: That ſhe readily 


lent him the Money; and that he took it with him to the 


Jaid Fair; but not meeting with an Opportunity to lay it 
out there to his Mind, he went ſoon after to return the 
Money to her; who, thereupon, ſaid, That if he had 


_ any Occaſion for it he might keep it, for that ſhe.did not 


want it: That, accepting her Kindneſs, he offer'd to 


Er: - R | 7 
he ſaid ſhe ſhould take a Note under his Hand, be- 
cauſe of Mortality; and tearing a Leaf out of his Pocket- 
Book, wrote her one, wherein he acknowledg'd his having 
borrow'd the Sum of Eight Pounds of her; and that he 
believed the ſaid Note was in her Cuſtody when ſhe was 
_— for that he had never taken it up, or paid the 
Money. | | 
That he lived the next Door to her Houſe: That he 
ſaw her the very Night her Houſe was burned : That no 
my lived in the Houſe with her : That he got up to the 
Fire, being betwixt Two and Three of the Clock : That 
the Moon did ſhine then very bright: That he helped to 


dig out her dead Body, being two Spittle [Spade] deep in 


the Embers, and found in the back Part of her Skull a 
Hole one might turn his Fiſt in: That, however, he had 
not then any Suſpicion of her having been murder'd, but 
ſuppoſed the Hole might be made by ſome End of a Tim- 
ber falling down upon her. , 
Then Richard Martin, of Bradforton, being ſworn, 
ſaid, That he was up when Ann Cormel's Houſe was on 
Fire: That the Moon did then ſhine as bright as Day: 
That he was preſent when her Body was dug out, and 
obſerved a great Hole in her Skull. | - 
Then Jaſeph Wall, of Bradforton, being ſworn, gave 
Evidence to this Purpoſe: | | 
That, about four or five Years ago, having Occaſion 
to borrow Twenty Shillings, he ſent his Wife with a 
little Box (having a Flouriſh on the Top of it, and the 
Letters E. V. engraven on the Bottom), two Gold Rings 
(one having in it this Poeſy—God for Me appointed Thee) 
and a Pair of Silver Claſps made in the Form of a Heart, 
to pawn to fan Cormel for the ſaid Sum: That his Wife 
did bring him Twenty Shillings, and told him ſhe had 
| the Money from Ann Cormel, upon the ſaid Box, Rings, 
and Claſps: And that the ſaid Ann Cormel did often after 
mention to him her having taken to Pawan the ſaid Box, 
Rings, and.Claſps, of bis Wife. . 
* E 2 „„ 
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That on the Nizht berwixe the 4th end 5th of Feb. 


1706, the Dwelling Houſe of the ſaid Ann Corme/ being 
"burnt, and ſhe and what ſhe had about her in it, he con- 
cluded that his Box, Rings, and Claſps were utterly loſt : 
But that having receiv'd Information, , pot long after the 
Commitment of Giles Hunt, that the ſaid Hunt had ſhew'd 
to one Damari: Barton a Silver Box, two Gold Rings, and 
a Pair of Silver Claſps, he went, upon the 4th Day of 
December laſt, to the ſaid Damaris Barton, then Servant 
to Mr. Harris, of Broughton, and enquired of her about 
It ; and the ſaid Barton then affirming that the ſaid Gi, 
Hunt did, ſome Time hetwixt Cbriſſnas laſt and Lady-Day + 
was Twelvemontb, at Wolverton, ſhew her a Silver Box, 
two Gold Rings, and a Pair ot Silyer Claſps, be went 
the next Day and got a Warrant, and, with the Conſta- 
ble of Sr. Fobn's is Bedwardjng, ſearch'd the Houſe of 
one Widow Leyes, at Henwick's:bill, in the faid Pariſh, 
(which Houſe Giles Hunt much frequented, and from 
Whence he had married his Wife), and found there his 
aid Silver Box: That he went a ſecond Time, ſome Hours 
after, the ſame Day, to the ſaid Houſe, and then and 
there found one Gold Ring, having the *fore-mention'd 
Poeſy in it: That he was fure the Silver Box was his Box, 
and verily believed the Ring was his Ring, the ſame chat 
had. been pawn'd by his Wife to Ann Cormel., | 
Then the Priſoner at the Bar being aſk'd, What he had 

to ſay for himſelf ? anſwer'd, —— My Lord, I know 
nothing of the Fact, or of the Evidence; I never ſaw 
* him in my Life till I came to Worceſter. I can call 
many Witneſſes to prove I was at Home at the Time 
* of the Murder, at Upton, by Burford in Oxfordſbire: 
That I was employ'd there, by a Neighbour, in threſh- 
ing all that Winter, and did not loſe a Day's Work.“ 
Then, being bid, he call'd his Witneſſes ; and, firſt. 
the Man's Wife with whom he had work'd, who, being 
ſworn, ſaid, That the Priſoner at the Bar work'd for her 
Huſband from about Michgeimgs, 1706, to Lady D 
5 e following, 


| — 4 a . 


1371 | 


= Following, at /Threſhing, and was not out of his Work 


one Day in that Time, but a Day or two about' Tave/fth- 
Tide, when he went to ſee his Friends 1 Tuat he was a 
Jaborious, diligent Man, and did his Work well. 

Then he call'd a youpg Woman, related to his Wife, 
who being ſworn, ſaid, That ſhe lived in the Houſe with 
the Priſoner at the Bar, and that he was not from Home 
in the whole Winter was Twelvemonth one Night, but a 
Night or two in the Cbriſimas, when he went to ſee ſome 
Relations: That he threſh'd conſtantly for a Neighbour, 
and was never out of his Work. e 5 
Then he call'd a Lad, who was ſworn, and ſaid, That 
the Priſoner at the Bar was not from Home one Night in 
the Winter laſt but one, but at Chrifmas: That be liv'd 
in the Houſe; with him, and ſaw him go to ged every 


Night; and that the Room he lay in was a Thorough- 


fare to the Place where the Priſoner lay. 1 FREss 
Then he call'd one that was Shepherd to the Man he 


had threſh'd for, who was ſworn, and ſaid, That the 


Priſoner at the Bar threſh'd for his Maſter all the Winter 
was Twelvemonth, and was not out of his Work one 
Day in all that Time, but in the Chrifmas. 

Then the Judge ſaid, That he, being the Shepherd, 
was obliged to. be much with his Sheep in the Fields, how 
then could he be ſure that the Priſoner was always at 
work at Home when himſelf was ſo much Abroad? To 
which the Witneſs anſwer'd, That he drove his Sheep 
Home every Night by the Barn where the Priſoner 
threſh'd, and always heard the Priſoner threſhing. 

Then ſeveral were call'd to the Priſoner's Reputation: 
And firſt, the Man for whom he had threſh'd, who being 
ſworn, ſaid, That he was a very diligent Man whilſt he 
work'd for him, and that he never ſaw any Ill by him. 

Another ſaid he had known the Priſoner at the Bar five 
or ſix Years, always took him to be a civil laborious Fel- 
low, and never heard that he was given to _— 
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' honeſt Man, and never knew any Harm by him. 

Then being aſk'd, If he had any Thing more to 
or any more Witneſſes to call? he deſired to aſk one of 
the Witneſſes before produced, If ever he was call'd 
Dan ? to which the Witneſs reply'd,—* Your Name is 


% Hodbins, I never heard you call'd any Thing elſe.” 


% call'd Dan in all my Life till this Rogue here call'd me 


« till you ſaw me at Condercope 
« {ying Rogue! thou Raſcal! how dareſt thou ſay ſo, 


% the lame Neighbourhood.” . 

This made the Court ſmile, the Priſoner having twice 
before declared he never ſaw Hunt till after his being 
brought to Worcefier, —— Then flobbins being ſet down, 


for the ſame Facts, upon Four ſeveral Indictments. To 
each of which he pleaded Not Guilty, and put himſe 
upon his Trial. The ſame Jury (he having except 
againſt none of them) were ſworn, and charg'd. 
Witneſſes for the Queen call'd and ſworn were, Firſt, 
Giles Hunt, Thomas Bird, Richard Martin, and Joſeph 
Wall, who all gave the ſame Evidence which they had 


was further directed to infqrm the Jury what bappen'd 
at the Apprehenſion of the Priſoner at the Bar ; who ſaid, 
'That having a Warrant againſt the Priſoner at the Bar, 
he [the Witneſs] with Richard Baldwin, of Alton Un- 
derbill, Joſeph Wall, and Richard Martin, of Bradforton, 


Two of the Clock in the Morning\ to his Maſter's Houſe 
at Afton Underhill, where they knock'd at the Door, and 
oſk'd for the Maſter of the Houſe: And that a little after, 


and 


ſay, 


Z 
o 


Then the Priſoner (aid, _— My Lord ! I was never 


given before in the Trial of Hobbins, And Thomas Bird 1 | 


came, upon the 7th Day of December laſt, about One or 


the Priſoner at the Bar, having only his Waiſtcoat, Breeches | 


Too or three more ſaid they beliey'd him to be an | 


4 ſo.— And you, Hunt, do you ſay you never ſaw me. 
Wake? Thou wicked + 


: 


4 when thou knoweſt we liv'd ſeveral Years together in {4 


It 
K 
25 


© 


| John Allen was order 'd to the Bar, and arraign' d 


[ 39] : 


end Shoes on, open'd the Back- Door, and offer'd to come 
out, That he [the Witneſs] being with Richard Bald- 
ain, at the Door, ſtopp'd him, and afk'd him, Whither 
he was going? To which he anſwer'd, That he had great 
Occaſion to make Water, That then he [the Witneſs} 
told him he ſhould not ſtir till they bad ſpoke with his 
Maſter. Whereat the Priſoner ſeem d much concern'd, 
and ſaid that he muſt needs go out, and attempted to force 
his Way. That then he [the Witneſs] threatening to 
cut him with his Hanger if he would not keep within the 
Houſe, tbe Priſoner turn'd about, ran thro' the Houſe, 
and unbolted the other Door, but was there laid hold of 
by him [the Witneſs], and told that they bad a Warrant 
againſt him. That thereupon he appear'd much ſurpriz'd, 
: N and ſaid he could not tell why they ſhould have a War- 
wice rant againſt him, anlaſi ſome Rogue bad ſwore falſh againſt 
©} Pim for the Bradforton Bufirels. | | 5 
n., . Then Richard Baldwin being ſworn, confirm'd the 
„ I Priſoner's endeavouring to eſcape, and ſaid, That be 
pn'd 'F heard him at the ſame Time ſay the ſame Words, 


To | Joſeph Wall, being ſworn, ſaid the ſame. 
ile Then the Priſoner being aſk'd, What he had to ſay 
pt for himſelf ? reply'd, © My Lord | I faid I did not know 
8 « why they ſhould bave a Warrant againſt me, unleſs 
iſt, , ſome Rogue had ſwore any Thing falſly againſt me.— 
/eph ee My Lord, I never did any Body any Harm in my Life. 
had « —[T know nothing at all of it.—l1 did not mention 
= : % Bradforton Bulineſs,—I am as innocent of the Fact av 


«© any one here, and have Witneſſes to prove I was at 
« Home, at my Mafter Court's, of Somor fields Astor, all 
„that Day and all that Night the Murder was commit- 
„ted; — and eall'd his ſaid Maſter to witneſs it, who, 
being ſworn, ſaid, : 
That the Priſoner at the Bar was his Servant, when the 
Murder was committed at Brad/orton, and was at Home 
all the Day before February 4, 1706. That be remem- 


ber'd well the Day, as having been thy Nay after Bes | 


Fair; 


— 


© 


. 
Fair 3 and that the Priſoner was to have gone *oot that 
Day with the Cart, but was hinder'd by much Rain. 
Then he call'd his Miſtreſs, who being fworn, ſaid, | 
That the Priſoner at the Bar was an hired Servant to her 
Huſband at the Time the Bradforton Murder was: That 
ſheiuſed to lock the Doors herſelf every Night, and ſo 
could eafily tell if any of the Family were miſſing; but 
that ſne never miſſed the Prifoner at the Bar either on 
that-Night or any other. Hos | 1 
ben one was call'd that had been Maid Servant at the 
fame Time to his Maſter, who was ſworn, and ſaid; That 
ihe never kue w him lie out of the Houſe a Night whillt 
they lived together there. 8 | | 
The vert he call'd was a Servant Boy, wbo being 
ſworn; ſaid, That the Priſoner at the Bat was at Home 
all that Day before the Murder at Bradforton, being 
Feb. 4. — Twas obſervable that the Boy could hardly 
tell what Moatb, ia the Order of the Kalendar, Frb- 
gary. is. ns . | 
Another Boy was eall'd, and ſworn, who ſaid; That 
| ke lay with the Priſoner at the Bar, in his Maſters Houſe, 
that Night the Murder was at Bradforton ; that he went 
to Bed with him that Night before Ten of the Clock, and 
aroſe again with him the next Morning between Three 
and Four. | — | 
Fhen; be cal'd three or four to his Reputation: One 
of- hieb iaid, That be always took him to be a very 
honed Man, aud that he lictle expected to heat ſuch à 
Thing of bim. — Anotber ſaid, FThat be had known 
Lim ſome Years, and that he was always a diligent and 
Civil Felow.—— The reſt ſaid to the fame Purpoſe, 
Then the Priſoner at the Bar, being 2&'d if be had 
any Thing more te ſay F fell a railing at Huw, calling 
bim wicked Villain, forſwera Rogue, c. 
Then Beb6zes being ſet te the Bar with kim, the Judge 
ſumm'd up che Evidenen again und or them 'both, and 
Kew'd the -Significancy of the ſererat Cirrumftancer, 
DO. = ——_—_ 


EC | 
eonfirming che poſitive Evidence of Hunt, and betraying 
the Guilt of the Priſoners. 

That of the Note, he ſaid, was an Extraordirary One. 
hat ſuch a Note had been given, had been ſworn by the 
an that gave it; which would be Eight Pounds out of 
his Pocket, and therefore could not be doubted. That ic 
might be read that Night the Murder was committed, 
by Moga- Light, for that the Moon was then near the 

Full; and it appear'd, by Hat's and Martin's Evidence, 

to have ſhone very bright at the Time of the Fire, within 

an Hour after the Time that Hunt had ſaid the Note was 
read. That it proved Hunt could not be alone in the 

Fact, but guſt have had ſome Accomplice in it that 

7 could read, for that be cauld not. And that Huzt ould 


„ || accuſe innocent Perſons, and conceal the Guilty, was 


ighly im le, becauſe dangerous to kimſelf. 
5 hat Hobbing had twice, before the Court, denied that 
erer he knew Hut till after his being brought to Vor- 
# cefter, and yet at laſt, in his Paſſion, had told him that he. 
had lived ſeyeral Years in the ſame Neighbourhood with 
_— ext oem _— be no 
a is denying his Knowlec ust. 

| That 2275 per, ho. ee to make his Eſcape, almoſt 
naked, before any Bud wolf him the Buſineſs of theni 
chat came to apprebend him, and his Jealouſy upon Ge 
I Warrant's „* ſcrv'd upon him; that ſome Roguẽ 
JF} accuſed him of the Brad/ortop Buſineſs, as he call d it, 
|} before it was known in the Country, or ſo much as ſuſ- 
pedted that i Corme! had been murder'd, and her 


one felonioully ſer on Fire, muſt proceed from the 


©} Guilt of bis own Conſcience, and was, otherwiſe, utter 
7 gvaccountable. hy _w PO 


That, on the other Hand, the Priſoners at the Bar had 
3 call'd ſeveral Witneſſes whe them at | at the 
3 8 committed ; as alſo ſeveral to their 
. ePutation, | Þ 8 ca * 


— 


Fa 3. - ' 
That Bobbins's s Miſtreſs had ſaid he threſh* d for her Huſ- 
band Half a Year together, and was not out of his Work 
2 Day from about Micbaelma s, 1706, to Lady-Day follow: 
ing, but i in the Chriſtmas : 1 hat the Shepherd had alſo 
ſaid that he heard him threſhing i in the Barn, as he drove 
Home his Sheep every Night, except in the Chriſtmas : 
That his Kinſwoman and the Boy had both ſworn to his 
Iying at Home every Night in that Half-Year, except a 
Night or two in the CBriſimas. 


Nee Allen's Maſter and'one of the Boy s had proved | l 


bim to have been at Home the Day bef w4 the Murder, 
Februgry & and his Miſtrefs and the Maid, that they 
NEVET M1 


ornin 


| Thar a n the Whole, Hunt's was a very clear and * 
conſiſtent Account, corroborated with very confiderable | 


Circumſtances ; and that it was next to impoſſible that an 


illiterate Man ſhould invent ſuch a Scheme of that Variety 
of Matter which ſhould fo exactly hold together, and be 
Jo remarkably confirm'd in ſo many Particolars. 


That as to the Defence the Priſoners had made, it did not 
to him appear credible that ſo many People, and ſome of 


them very young, could all of them be ſo particular to 
Days and Hours, ſo long ſince paſt, in Confirmation of | 


ſuch Matters as at the Time they had no Reaſon to take . 


iF 


Notice of. 


\ . That, therefore, he committed jt to the Jory either to 7 
convict them, or acquit them, a8, upon Terious and im- 
partial Conſideration, the Queen's Evidence, or their De- | 


. Fence, ſhould weigh molt with them, 


| Then the Jury went ont, and, after an Hour Fr nuf, 8 
ee, brought them ig | both. GUILTY.” 


1 


d him a Night out of the Houſe: That the 
other Boy had ſworn to his going to Bed with him at Ten 
of the Clock that very Night the Murder was; and hi: 
Tiling again with him between Three and Four the next | 


N 


- 


Hul. 


work | Thomas Symonds was brought to the Bar, and ar- 
low: raign'd for the ſame Facts, upon four ſeveral Indid ments. 
| zlſo to each of which he pleaded Not Guilty, and put himſelf 
moe upon his Trial. Pt 151711029: 6 VE 16-2 Bonn -- 
8 "bf Then the Frecholders upon the Panne! for the Jar? 
ept 2 were call'd, and Iotimation 1 to the Priſoner at ch 
| Bar of his Privilege to ne, FF 
e Hie challenged Tweaty, and then the Court told him 
arder, hat if be challenge any more, he muſt ſhew ſuctr z 

they ea ſon as ze, Court ould approve of. He afterwards 
the oY made ObjeQiqns againſt others, as being Tenants to the 
t Ten * Biſhops of Worceſter an Oxford; bat' the Court did not 
» net . Then the Jury was ſworn, and, after Proclamation 

| made for Evidence, charg'd-with the Priſonef at the Bar. 
and „ fie defired fo be brought nearer the Coùrt, for the 
wabld þ tter Convenience of hearing the Witneſs, aud being 
N eard by the Court, He pray d that Peu, fuk and Paper 
ariety might be allow'd him alſo, which was granted; but it 
nd be Map phlery'd that he never made Uſe of m. Ee 2 

5 ä imeſſes for the geen call'd and ſworn, were, | Fitft, 
a not Giles Hans, Thomas Pird, Richard Martin, un Joſef 
me of 3 #4; who all gave the ſame Evidence they had given 
ar to & Þ*fore at the Trials of HoBBbins and Allen, except what of 
ot” of hbomas Bird's related tothe Apprehenſion of Alm. 
take The Priſoner at the, Bar, during the Time of Hat's 

'*. FF giving his Evidence, behayed himſelf very rudely, inter- 
ner to (4) FPting him often very impertinently, and aſked a great 
1 im. many captious Queltiops : To which the 'Witnieſs gave 
r De. ready Anfwers, and commonfy ſuch' as made zgrintt the 

ner. y r uc 


11% 


* 
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March 31, At Three of the Clock iu the Afternoon, 5 


| When the Witnelſys fot the Queen bal gone through: 
their Eridetce, (to which 1998 all the loberrpeen 1. 
La alk'd, What he had to fay tb it f to hich 
e antwer'd, That he 1 9 dis 

IF? TY Fife, 


. 


that he knew of, before he was, upon Hunt's Accuſation, 
brought a Priſoner to Worcefler, And for Haat, altho 
he had ſeen him before, yet he never had any Acquain- 
tance with him, nor was ever in bis Company at John 
Crump's at Piddle, or elſewhere 3 and that he had Wit- 
neſſes to prove his beiog 
when Any Cormel was murder'd. To which Purpoſe he 
call'd his Mother, who, being ſworn, ſaid, 

That the Priſoner at the Bar, her Son, lived with ber 
at Upton-Snod/oury ſome Months before and after the Mur- 
der of fre Corme/: That during that Time he way very 


progres, And that, 
of the Houſe in all that Time. 


— That wp 5 1 her — * — Upton- 
 Snod/oury, in the Month of Febraary, 1 and a great 
Part of the Winter before and after; and that in all that 
| Ts kept very good Houn, and never lay out a 

hs. - a 
C 


being ſworn, ſaid, That he never the Priſoner at the 
Bar and Giles Hunt together at his Houſe in his Life. 

The Priſoner was ſo confident of his having never been 
| ſen at Cramp's Houſe at Piddle, or any where elſe, with 


be content to loſe his Liſe. 


Mir harkna: laſt, 
— Houſe, at the Red Lies, in Piddle, the Prifoner at the 


8 —_ ill C __ n after 
kim; aſpected they mig ve a 
and that, having. a Sum of Money about Ein, 


at another Place at tbe Time 4 


ſeldom from Home after Six or Seven o' Clock in the | bo 
litively, ke war not ane Night ous 


His Mother's Maid he alſo call'd; who was ſwory, and : | 


of Pian, alſo appear' for kim z and, 
aw 


Hunt, that be ſaid, N any Man could prove it, he would 


Then #iliam Sommers, of the City of Worcefler, |} 
"Butcher, was call'd, and ſworn, who ſaid, That, abour '? 
upon a Sunday, he faw, at Joby Crumy's | 


and Giles Hunt, the Queen's Evidence, drinking Ale toge- by 
ther: Then the Priſoner at the Bur aſk'd him to drink ; 
and that obſerving him to go out of the Houſe, of whom 


£ 


to rob him; 


which he | 
[has | 


oo 


bad brovght out of Buckinghamfoire, he preſently took Horſe, 
$ and made the beſt of his Way Home, | 
Fhe Priſoner call'd a great many to his Repntion, and 
ſome of them of good Account : but none of them ſaid 
much in his Commendation: And one of them, a Rela- 
tion, declared he had nothing to fay for him. 

His Defence thus concluded, the Judge ſumm'd up the 
Evidence, much to the ſame Purpoſe as before, and ſent 
out the Jury, who, about two Hours after, brought him 
in GUILTY of the Murder and twe Felonies, but ac- 


quitted bim of the Burglary. | 
[Then the Court adjourn'd te Six of the Chek the next 
_ 4 Merning.] | = | 
1 55 50 iſt, At Seven of the Clock in the Morning, 
3 Jo 


nz Palmer, Gent. was ſet to the Bar, and ar- 
raign'd upon the Four following Inditments, wiz. 


Qu. I. For robbing the Houſe of Mrs. Alice Palner, 
late of Upron-Snedfury, in the County of Worcefter, on 
the 7th of November latt | 

II. For the Murder of the ſaid Mrs. Ales Palner, at 

III. For che Murder of Hofer Loxley, her Maid Ser- 
vanc, at the ſame Time. By a 

IV. For burning the Houſe of the ſaid Mrs. Alice Pal 
mer, at the ſame Time. | + 


nnd put himſelf upon his Trial, 

hben the Freeholders upon the Pannel for the Jury 
were call'd, and Intimation given of his Privilege to 

+ Challenge, Ee. : 

2 He challenged Twenty; and then the Court told him 

2X that if he challenged any more, he muſt give a Reaſon 

for ſo doing. He afyorwards excepted all Tegan es ths 
| | | "ow 
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Zarl df Corinth, the Biſhop ot the Dioceſe, and the 


Dean and Chapter of Wheeler 1; but the Reaion was not 
admitted. 

After the Jury were ſworn, Peoclemetion, was made for 
Evidence, and the Jury 1 with the: IO at the 
Bar. An“ 

Tbeb the priſoner deſired 1 to come — to the 
Court, . for that he had but a- lo Voice. Which being 


| granted, he was brought to tbe Table. Pen, Ink and 


| 


were; at dis. Requeſt, allow'd him alſo; and the 


Judge aſſured him he ſhould have a fair Trial, and not be 


lurpriz'd in any Thing. 
Then the. Quter?'s CGunci! open'd the Cafe, enlarged 
upon the Heinouſneſs and Unnaturalneſs of the Crimes 


charged upon the Priſoner at the Bur, particularly that of 
murdering his un Mother; urged the Delibetateneſs of 


the AR, the ſmall Temptation, and no Provocation to i, 
as great Aggravations of; it; and call'd the Witneſſes to 
prove him guilty of the Whole, And, Firſt, Giles Hunt, 
who was ſworn, and directed to tell the fudge and Jury ; 
what he knew of the Mutcders of Mrs Alice Palmer and | 
her Maid Servant Hefler Loxley, and what of ſtealing the 
Goods. of the for mer, and after wands _— her ee 


on Fire. 


Then the Ptiſoner objedtd againſt Hare Evidence 3 
and his Council argued, That a Man that. is. perſaaded ts 
decome an Riidence by the Promiſe of a Pardon, cannot 
be a good Evidence; and produced the Authority of the |: 
Lord Chief Juſtice Hale; which the Judge read, and is 
mis „ He that bis à Promiſe of Pardon to be an 
** Evidence, cannot be a legal Evidence ; but he that has 
* a Premiſe of Partonee delete vhe pod, may be an 
% REvide nao. | 


115 


Hereupon the ſedge fad the Bito war vety 
nice ; bot Wheat ſuen Withtfhey were fieduently. admitted 
at the Old Batley Fh: the Pracric war counfetanced 


by che lace ache: the tower ee — Se. 


"| 

* 
A 
+2 


IE Ya A©Os __. ,, y Brown. oc dias 
| 0 
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. „„ 
and that unleſs Accomplices were admitted for Evidence, 
and proniiſed Pardon, none of theſe ſecret Murders and 
Villanies could be found out; for that They only WhO 
are Concern'd in them could diſcover them, which none 
of Them would do without Promiſe of Life. M1." 
Then Hunt was bid to.give bis Evidence; which he did 
to this Effect: That, at laſt Perſßore Fair, he met, in the 
Great Church-Yard there, Tom Dun, who afk d him, If 
he would venture with him in a bold Attempt upon a 
Houſe at Upron*Snodſbury Town. End? to which he an- 
twer'd, He would; and »{k'd Dan, Who was to be con- 
cern'd therein beſides? who anſwer'd, That there were 
only two Women in the Houſe, and there were two Gen- 
tlemen who would give them the meeting at CHurebill Oak, 
and aſſiſt them in it. That, before they parted, Dun 2ppointed 
him to meet him on the Thur day Night following at the 
Yew Tree in the Road near Speechley ; but if he happen'd 
not to come, that then he ſhould meet him a Week after 
at a Houſe near D. ford Bridge. That he went to the 
Yew Tree on the Thar /day Night appointed, but Dun did 
not come. That a Week after, therefore, he went, as 
directed, towards D-ford Bridge, but in the Way thither, 
at Perſhore Town-End, he met Dun; where aſking him, 
When the Upten Buſineſs was to be done? he anſwer'd, On 
the Friday Night following; and order'd him to meet 
him on the ſaid Friday Night, at the Yew Free afore+ 
mention d. | | | | | 
That, accordingly, on the Friday Night, Nov. 7, he 
went to the ſaid Yew Tree, and ſtaid there a great while 
before Dan appear'd, till, at laſt, thinking he would not 
come, he was going away; but that then Dax call'd to 


{ himſrom behind a He3ge, and ſtopp'd him, it being 


Chen, as he believed, about Eight or Nine of the. Clock. 
That from thence Dun led him directly to Churchill 
Oak, being about a Mile from Speech/ey, in the Road to 
Upton-Snod/bury. That, when they were come thither, 
there came to them Cyndi, and another flender Perſon, 
> ct Es whom 
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whom Symends call'd Palmer, and who afterwards, by 
Candle-Light in Mrs. Palner's Houſe, proved to be the 
ſame that is now the Priſoner at the Bar. 

That this Palusr, the Priſoner at the Bar, aſk'd Don, 
Whom he had brought with him? That Daz anſwer d. 
One that might be truſted, for he was as true as Steel. 
That then the Priſoner at the Bar enquired of his Name, 
Place of Abode, and Occupation z and was anſwer'd, 
That then he afe'd, Whether he would ſwear to be true 
to what they were going about? to which he anſwer'd he 
would. That he aſk'd him, What be would ſwear? and 
he anſwer's, What he would. That then he propos'd 
that be ol down, and with that if be diſcover'd t 
Matter they guere going when, the Devil .might tear bim 

Lib from Limb; and that the neyt Bit he fools after eat 
aright be bis Dam. That he agreed to the Propoſal, 


and did ſo, 

That then they all went towards Mrs. Pa/ner's Houſe 
at 8 3 and * the 1477 the Way, | 
ak d the Priſoner at the Bar, Why that Nang had nog 
been done before? to which the Priſoner anſwer's, That 
there had been a Gentlewoman in the Way whom he way 
loth to diſturb. That, when they came near the Houſe, 
the Priſoner at the Bar ſtopp'd, and ſaid, *Twas no Mat- 
ter for him to go any further, for that they were enough | 
without him. To which Saad reply'd, with a great 
Oath, That if He would not go No-body would; that it 
was his Bofineſs and not theirs ; that be had put the Mat- 
ter of twice before, and that if it was not done then, it 
ſhould never be done. That then, after a ſhort Pauſe, the 
Priſoner at the Bar faid, Let's go on! damn ber, I never 
lou'd ber And agaio, a little after, Dams her / She burny 
more Coal thax ter a Juftice e Peace in the County. 

That when they came to the Houſe, the Priſoner at the 
Bar ſat himſelf at the Street - Door, and he [the Witneſs 
went over the Hedge to the Back-Door, where he obſerv' 
3 Braſs Kettle. Symend; and Dus came me alter 

; | eh mz 


! 


| him.; and that as Dan came over, the Hedge cracking: 
under him, he aſk'd Symonds, If there was not a Dog? 
Ito which;Symards reply d. No, there had been a Bitch, 
but ſhe was ſa ſe enough in Bow Wood, That he (the 
Witneſs]: look d through the Window, and ſaw Mrs. 
12 by the Fire, and the Maid warming the 
5 Be f . „ 1 6 08 1 


That ſoon after their coming into the Yard, Mrs. Pal- 
wer open'd.the Hack · Door: [That how ſhe came to do ſo 
he knew not; but ſuppos d it might be to take in the 
Kettle. That, at the opening of the Door, Dy and: 
Symonds tuſh'd in upon her, and Dun knock d her down 
with the Butt End of a Skrew- Barrel'd Piſtol, and gave 
her ſeveral Blows with it upon her Head, as ſhe lay upon 
| the Ground, by which he broke the Butt of the Piltol. 
That at the firſt Blow Mrs. Palmer gave a great Shriek ; 
I vpon which, the Maid running towards the Door, Sy- 
mond, with his Fiſt, knock'd her down aver her Miltreſs, 
and that Dux, with a ſhore, Tuck or Dagger which he, 
had, diſpatch'd them both. That this was, as he believ'd, 
betwixt Twelve and One of the Clock c. 
BB That as ſoon as they wers dead, Du went to the Street. 
Door and let in the Priſaner at the Bar, who went ditectly. 
Ito his Mother's Body, and endeayouring to get his Hand 
into her Pocket, which, by the twiſting of her Cloaths, 
lay under her, bloodied his Shirt: Sleeve and the Skirt of 
Skis Coat. That aut of her Pocket he pull'd a+ Bunch of 
Keys, and a Letter; that he open d the Letter and read. 
it, and that the Beginning of it was (to the beſt of his 
Remembrance), Dear Aunt, I defere to know whether: you 
baue received the Sweet Oil, and Gally pets: with :Anchovies: 
and Pickles, which 1 ſent you. 1 EP. 
That, having read the Letter, h& went to a greatTrun 
the Bed's Feet, and, unlocking it, he took out of it a little 
Box, and out of. that twpParchment Writings, having each 
of them two Hanging-Seals. + That. Symandt, at the ſame, 
Time, took out of the ſame Trunk a Bag of Money, 
3 5 beiug, 
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being, ns { the win) ja about Forty Pound, | Br 
That 9 — of an Handful of Money, 
| ard himſelf a Guinea wrapt up in a Bit of Paper ; and | 
chat having ſo done, he emptied the —_ into hie 
Waiſtcoat Pocket, and gave him [ 9 _ 
Then the Judge »{&'d, By what Light the 
reed, and theſe other Matters done? to — the Wir. 
neſs reply d. That they bad lighted a Piece of Candle; 
that they had look d the Houſe for Candles, aud 
— oaly Inches of Candle, one of which they 
h J 
1525 he went on with his Evidence, and laid, That, + 
after the Rifling of the Trunk, Paluer went up Stairs & | 
with a Candle in bis Hand, but what be did there be 
knew not. That, after he was come down again, be and Wi 
Symend: order d Dun and himſelf to take up the dead Bodies 
and lay chem upon the Bed. That they did as directed; 
and that ſo he came by the Blood upon his Cloaths, which 
was afterwards the Occaſion of his being d iſcover d. q 
That then the Priſoner at the Bar bid him {the Wit- 
nefs] and Dus to take what they would. That be took 
three Pair of Sheets, ten Napkins, a Dozen and a Half | 
_ of Plates, and fix Pewter Spoons; and that the Priſoner 
at the Bar n which was there, 0 
put the ſaid Things in. 
"That then Dus took an Inch of Candle, and. put it 
between-the Wriakles of the Blanket, and. threw the 
Shoot over it, and fome Skains of Lionen Yarn which 4 
tdey found there ; and chat Symands took out of the great 
 , Tryak fome Cidaths and Wearing Lianen, and " 1 : 
1 dut that the Things did not _ 
3 
; That then Symonds took 2 Piece of Candle, and went | 
— Room where Mrs. Paluer kept ber Drink, and f 1 
in preſently without the Candle, having wy 
— nnn LED 


—_ | 
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F That then Symonds, he, and Dun agreed to | 
" & Brudley Fair following; and that, juſt at his comiog. 
away, the Priſoner at the Bar ſaid, That if he would be 
4 true co them, and keep their Counſel, he ſhould never 
"7 want a Penny at Time of Need. R 
Tat then he came away with what he had gotten, and 
left them all there : That how long they Raid there after 
be could not tell, nor whither they went; but that, when 
he was got from thence a good Diſtance, be look d back, 
and ſaw the Houſe on Fire. That he came to Worceſter 
about Six of the Clock in the Morning. OE TS 
Then the Queen's Council bid him relate how he came 
it, to be apprehended ; Which he did, according to the Ac= 
count before given. | | - 
Y | Then the Priſoner at the Bar defired Leave. to aſk the 
>> Witneſs ſome Queſtions ; which being granted, he ſaid to 
dim, hither de you /ay 1 went, es a, you ſay) 1 
4 parted from you? I he Witnehs reply'd, 1 can't tell cubiuber 
yen went. Then the Priſoner ſaid, How came 1 1% read 
the Letter, when, you ſay, thers wers no Candles in the 
Houſe? The Witneſs anſwer'd, I never jaid any {ach 
3 Thing ; 1 /aid on, that wwe could find no whole Candles 3 
and you know there were only Inches. The Priſoner reply'd, 
| 1 know! 1 know ! 1 know nothing of it. 
Then Edward Lan of Graften-Fhford, Nackſmith, 
. | 23 was (wotn, and ſaid, That upon Wedze/day the 1 of 
Avenir laft, Jos Black, then Servant to the Priſoner at 
- I the Bar, ht a Pair of Skrew-barrel'd Pifigls, of his 
> 7 Maſter's, to his Shop, te be unferew'd and clean'd ; that 
one of che Piſtols was fe ruſty that he could not unſkkrew 
"> it without laying it in Oil before the Fire all Night; and 
ke 77 that the faid Pio! bad a Crack in the Butt of it. 
Tube Priſoner at the Bar afk'd the Witneſs, If he thought 
a that Piſtol might have been uſed within « Fortnight ? to 
ad which the Wunels anſwer'd, He could not tell whether it 
UF night or no. The Queen's Council then interpos d 
e We do not fay the Piſtol was fired, but made Uſe of 
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52 ] | 
« for kiocking the murder'd Perſon down ; ; 15d a ruſly | 
« Pilto] might ſerve as well for that Purpoſe, as a elean |. 
« one; tho' it may be the uſing the Piſtol in that Man- 
«+ ner might be the Occaſion of its being ſo ruſty.” q 

The Priſoner then aſk'd the Witneſs, If he thought 
Blood would roſt a Piſtol? to which he anſwer'd, He 
could not tell; he had never try d. 

' He ak'd alſo, If the Crack the Witneſs had taken ; 
Notice of in the Stock of that Piſtol, was a new one or 
an old one? He anſwer 'd, He did not obſerve it ſo n; 1 
that he could tell. 

Then the Smith's Man was call'd and fin; and ſaid, 4 
That ſuch a Pair of Piſtols had been brought to his Ma- Xx 
ſter's Shop, as had been ſaid, and that one of them was | 
very ruſty ; but that be did not obſerve any Crack in the |” 
Stock of it. | 

Mary Barnes being ſworn; ſaid, that ſhe was Servant 5 
to Mrs. Palmer when her Son, the Priſoner at the Bar, 
and ſhe parted Honfhold, three or four Years ago; that 
he then dealt very craelly with her, and would not let 
her have ſo much as a Bed to lay on, nor ſo much Linnen 


of the many Sheets and much Table Linnen ſhe had ſpun JF - 


as would wrap round her Finger: That there was a Bed, 
the Feathers of which were his, and the Tick her's, and | 
he took the Whole from her: That he ow'd her One 
Hundred Pounds, and would never pay her any Intereſt, 
but, when ſhe aſk'd for it, would be in a Rage, and go 
away from ber; and that ſhe had heard her Miſtreſs, | 
ſeveral Times of late, complain of his Unkindneſs to her. 
Another, that had been Mrs. Palmer's Servant after 
Mary Barnes, depoſed, That her Miſtreſs often complain'd | + 
bitterly, with Tears, of her Son's Undutifulneſs and Un- 
kindneſs to her; and that, tho' ſhe lov'd him dearly, yet 
he would hardly ever come near her, or take any Notice 
of her: That ſhe had heard her aſc him for Intereſt of #: 
One Hundred Pounds he ow'd her; but never ſaw him 
pay her any : And that be would be my angry when hne 
«k'd him, Ribecca 
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Money, but would pay her none. That then he aſk'd 


2 | 
4 IE = 
Nebrtca Rogers, of Upton- Snodſbury, being ſworn, ſaid; 
That on the Sunday in the Afternoon before the Murder 
of Mrs. Alice Palmer, going by the ſaid Mrs. Pa/mer's Houſe, 
ſhe afk d her to come in: That ſhe went in, and, whilſt 
there, heard her complain that her Son had taken away 
her Bitch, that was her only Guard, and -uſed to bark 
when any Body came near the Houſe : That ſhe ſeem'd 
much concern'd for the Loſs of her; and ſhew'd her how 
the Bolt of her Door had lately been put back: That ſhe 
ſa id ſhe was afraid to ſtay in the Houle, and would leave 
it at Lady-Dey, . | 7 
Francis George, of Libery, Weaver, depos'd;” That, on 
the 6th of November laſt, he went to Mrs. 4. Pahbher's 
Houſe, to make up an Account with her about ſome Flax 
be had bought for her the laſt Alceſter Fair: That ſhe told 
him ſhe was then ſpinning up the laſt Pound of that which 
he had bought for her the Year before. That ſhe com- 
plain'd much of her Son's Unkindneſs to her, and ſaid, 
That he woold not ſo much as write a Letter for her. 
'That he would ride out of his Way, rather than come 
near her Houſe ; and that he ow'd her a great deal of 


her, Why ſhe did not make him pay her? To which tha 
Teply'd, Would you have me trouble bim No?” I will beg 
my Bread on my Knees firſt ! That ſhe told him, at the 
ſame Time, the Bolt of her Door had been thruſt back 
not long before; and that her Son bad taken away her 
* Dog that was a very good Night Watch, and the only 


Defence 
4 


Ralph Unton the Elder, of Upton-Snooſbury, was 
alſo bound to give Evidence of what be knew concerning Mrs. 
Palmer's Dog, or rather Bitch : However, by Negligence of 
the Proſecutor; be xvas not call'd ts that Matter; but has 
fince given under his Hand, and offers to ſwear, That he aa 
Mrs. Palmer's Bitch very well; and that, not long before her 
being murder'd, hs found the aid Bitch dead in BowWood 7 


and 
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Defence he had; ſo that now ſhe durſt net ze to Bed 


ll Twelve or One of the Clock, and was glad there fort 


of a Man in the Houſe ; and, upon that Account, kept 
him with her, at Cards, till it was One or Two in the 
Morning, | 

Then the 
Upron-Snedfoury, who was ſworn, and directed to give the 
Jedge and Jury an Account of his writing a Letter for 


Mrs. Alice Pehner ; which be did, to this Purpoſe : 


That, on the 7th of Nownber laſt, he went, at the 
Requeſt of Mrs. Alice Palmer, fignify'd to him by her 
Hou Servaurt the Day before, to the faid Mrs. Palnerſy 


nen for her when ſhe had Occaſion : That it was about 
Five of the Clock in the Evening when he came to her 


againſt ber, for that the Bolt of her Door had been lately 
thrult beck, and the had loſt her Dog ; but the ſaid, in- 
deed, ſhe had got a new Bolt. | 4D 

Then the Priſoner faid, That his Mother had loſt hey 


| Key ſome Time ago, and ſo bad Occaſion to have a Bolt 
| wade; but otherwiſe believed he had no Reaſon to be 


afraid He call'd one who depos d, That Mrs. Palner 
had, ſome conſiderable Time before her being murder'd, 
lot her Key, and epon that Account had a Bol made te 
her Door. | 8 
1 to of 

id, That whilſt he 


Then the Witneſs, Wick/alt, bei 
with his Evidence about the Letter, 


— 


r ek ds. 6 
— — — — — 


and thet, a fre Days afite, Mrs. Palmer complainceg 1 


him, that ber Son had takers aweay her Bitch, I tall ber la- 
ber Bitch lay dead in Bow Weed: A. which foe A 


Queen's Council call'd Job» Wickfall, of || 


ouſe,' to write a Letter for her, being uſed to write 


Houſe ; and that be Raid there till Ten or Eleven: That 
| the Reaſon of his laying there ſo long was, that Mrs. 
Pau told him ſhe was apprehenſive of fome Deſign 


was at Mrs, Paluer s Houſe, de gave him — | 


vun much troubled, and ſaid, | wonder what they mean ! | q 


* 
* 
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Body, ſaid, That on the Night between 


the uſed to pe be and there finding two Bodies lie acroſs 
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of her Pocket, to write an Anſwer to: That he read — 
Letter, being from Mrs. Mary Bales, of Londen, her 


Niece, to know of her Aunt 2 ſhe had receiv'd 


ſome Sewert Oil, Anchovics, and Gallepets, which ths 
had ſent her: That be wrote an Anſwer to this Letter, as 
deſired. fignifying the Receipe of the Things afore men- 
tion'd, and put it into his Pocket, in order to deliver ie 


into the Poſt-Houſe at Heregſler the next Day, but Mm. 


Palner being in the mean Time murder'd, be did not. 
Then being aſc'd, If he had the Anſwer which be had 

writted to Mrs. Baker's Letter? he uedd it in Court, 

and the Judge open d, and read it, and faid he found the 


Contents of 0 be fach a the Witneſs had ſaid, and 


that it was dated Now, 7 Ag | 
The Witneſs being d. hat Mrs. Paluer did with 
the Letter he had _—_ chat Anſwer to? ſaid, / /aw 


| | ber put it into ber Packet. Being aſk'd, At what Time ? 


be ſaid, Juſt before he came away, about Ten or Eleven 
o Clock. Then the Judge {aid, She put the. Letter into 
ber Pocket about Tem or ien „Ciel. and at Tuulis be 
d murder A ſorewd Ewidence ! 
Emanuel Rogers, of Upt 
directed to give an Account of his ad; 


ſworn, and 
Palner's 
e 7th and 8th 
of Newember laſt, hearing the Cry of Mrs. Palmer's Houle 
being on Fire, he ran to help thereat, and take Care of 


Mrs. Palmer: That when he came to the Houſe, not find- 
ing her without Doors, he, willi 


to ſave her, ruſh'd 


into the Houle, and went into the m where he knew 


the Feet of the Bed, cover'd over with a Linnen Cloth, 


| he tool up one of them in his Arms, (not knowing which) 
and endeavour'd to carry it out ; but, when he came into 
the Middle of tbe Houſe, let it fall: That then it was 
taken yp by Ra/ph Union, and carried out. And further, 
That be could not go back to fetch the other Body for 
*  Vehemence of the Fire, for that = Houſe was thea 
all 


561 


tall in Planes, v4 prefancly after fell in. That he ſaw 
not any Wounds when he took up the Body, but perceived 
' Ft to be all bloody; and that, a 


ter he came out of the 
Houſe, he ſaw ſeveral Wounds about her Head and Face. 

Ralpb. Unton,: alſo of Upton, depos d, That he took up 
Mrs. Palmer's Body from the Floor where Emanuel Rogers 
had let it fall, and carried it out of the Houſe, but ſaw 


not the Waunds till the Body had been laid out : That 


then he ſaw ſeveral gurt 3 about her. Face and 
Neck. 


were which he ſaid he ſaw? To wbom the Judge reply'd, 


M.,. Palmer, :you weed not af ſuch Que ſt ions: ther ii 0 


Doubt but your Mother was wilfully murder d. 
Mr. Thomas Afbfrild, Coroner, was ſworn, and defired 
to give an Agcount of the Wounds found in Mrs. Pal- 
mer s and. her Maid Hager. Larley : Bodies, upon the la- 
veſt tho aid, That Mrs. Palmer had a Bruiſe on her 
— a great Slaſh on the Side of her Face, and ſe- 
.veral deep Wounds on her Neck and Brealt, which he 
took to be mortal ones, but eſpecially one that was very 


deep: That the Maid's Body was ſo burnt that he could | 
not difcern whether there were any Wounds on it or no; 
but that he thought ſhe had a Bruiſe on her Skull. | | 

Francis Woodward, of Perſbere, Surgeon, gare like R 


Evidence concerning the murder'd Bodies. 
Then the Judge aſk'd the Priſoner at the Bar, What 


| he had to offer in his Defence? To which he anſwer'd, 


That he thought it very hard a Gentleman's Life ſhould 


be taken away upon the Evidence of ſuch a. wicked and 
. barbarous Rogue as Hunt had even confeſs'd himſelf to be. 


The Judge reply'd, That it was certain he was a very 


- bad Man; but yet there was a Neceſſity, in ſome Caſes, 
of taking ſuch Men's Evidence, otherwiſe ſuch ſecret 
Villanies as theſe could never be diſcover'd or puniſh'd. 


That if his Evidence had been alone, it might well have 


been N agaiaſt; but that it was ſupported by other 


very 
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Then the Priſoner al d, Where the HORTAL: Wounds | 
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| yery material Proof, and render'd credible by the Cons 


currence of divers remarkable Circumſtances ; particu- 
larly his moſt undutiful and unnatural Behaviour towards 
his Mother, his caking away her Dog, that was ſo good 


a Houſe Watch, ſo near the Time of her being murder'd, 


and the reading of the Letter. I 
The Priſoner pleaded, That as to the Letter, he might 
ſafely grant there was ſuch a one read at the Time of the 
Ei No H Murder ; 


4 - 
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® There is good Ground for a violent Preſumption that 
Mr. lender he bad read the Letter, un into bis 
Pocket ; and that, if the Frock which Hunt, at bis Ex- 
aminalion in the Gaol before Mr. Chancellor Lloyd, /aid 
Palmer had on at the Time of the Murders ſſee Mr. Oliver 
Evidence in his own Words, p. 69] had been ſearch'd, © 
titber at the Tim? when be was apprehended, or at any Time 
after, before bis Trial, the Whole, or at leaſt good Part of 
it, might have been produced againſ bim. For, tho) John 

icktall depos'd, That be ſa Mrs. Palmer put the Letter 
into her Pocket but two Hours before fbe was murder d, yet 
it 5 0 4 the Information of Mary Barnes, cube attended 
her Body all the next Day, and ſearched ber Pocket, and the 


 Jafwmation of Elizabeth Shelton, we was preſent when 


Ber Packet u, ſearched, both taken 1p Oath, that no 
ſuch Letter was found therein ; tho" ſome Papers, other little 
Things, particularly a little Box with ſome Sixpentes in it, 
and ſome Far things, were; And, tho) Mr. Palmer never 
came mar bit Mother's Body after ſbe wa- murder d, yet did 
William Tolley, of Libery, on the 19th Day of Auguſt, 
7 mate Afida vit, bas, n Eafter Tueſday before, 
. 55 betwixt the Conviftion and Exteution of this unhappy 
Gentleman) ſearching the Pockets of @ brown Frock that 
belong'd to Mr. John Palmer, of Libery, /ately executed, 
he found, in au of the Pockets of the ſaid Frock, a = 
| 0 
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Murder; but that it might-be read by any Accomplice of 
Hunt's, that could read; and tha it did not prove he Jas 
in the Fact. 

The Judge reply'd, It prov'd that Hun! had an Accom- 
= with him that could read, and it being the ſaſeſt 
ay for him to charge it upon the right Perſon, why 
ſhould he charge it upon a wrong ? And why, above all, 
upon the Son of the Perſon murder'd ? That he could not 


expect Men would reaſonably believe a Thing ſo bar- 


barous and unnatural, where there was neither Provock- 
tion nor Temptation ſufficient to ground ſuch a Fact upon; 
and that, therefore, if he had invented a falſe Account 
of theſe Murders, the Son of one of the Perſons mur- 
der'd, and hea Gentleman of a competent Fortune, muſt 


ſure have been the laſt Man in the World to be thoughs | 


of for an Accomplice in them, 
Then the Priſoner ſaid; That the Witneſs had accus'd 


| him, that there wight be no Body lefr to profecute him 


afterwards. 

The judge e is bad no Reaſon to fear that, 
after a full Confelion of his own Gailt and free Diſcovery 
of the Accomplices concern'd with him. 

Then the Priſoner ſaid, He could prove bis Mother' 3 
Bitch to be then alive, and himſelf to have been ill, and 
at Home all that Night his Mother was murder'd. He 
deſued Mr. Sheldon, a Juſtice of _—_— might Wi {worn : 

| hich 
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of a Letter, which bad how” torn rand] through 


the Middle, and in that Piece read the following Words :— ' 


Anchovies— Pickled Oyſters— Sweet Oil— Niece—Baker. 
That be laid the [aid Piece of a Letter upon a Plate Shelf in 
the Kitchen ; and the Houſe being made clean that Day, be 
ſuppos d the Maid might ſwecp it away, for that be genes not 


7 Jnd it gain, tho be bad look'd for it, 


| - 356: TIEN | 
Which being done, he aſk'd Mr. Sheldon, if he did not 
receive a Couple of Spaniels from him the other Day? 
Mr. Sheldon reply'd, He did; and that he ſent them to 
my Lord Conway's, but could not ſay that either of them 
was his Mother's Bitch. Then the Priſoner ſaid, He wonld 
prove that his Mother's Bitch was one of them : For 
which Purpoſe he call'd his Servant, Humphry Hajden, who 
being ſworn, and examin'd to that Matter, ſaid, That 
his Maſter, not long before his Mother's Murder, ſent 
him to Mr. She/don's with a Couple of Spaniels; and that 
one of them, -which he knew very well, was Mrs. Alice 
Palmer's Bitch. Os 5 | | 
Then the Prifoner ſaid. He would prove himſelf to have 
deen ill, and to have taken Phyſick the Day before his 
Mother was mufder'd ; and that he went to Bed early, 
and was not out of his Houſe all that Night: To which 
he produced many Witneſſes. - 2 : 
Anni Meggot, his Maid-Servant, ſwore, That the Day 
l before the Murder of Mrs. Palmer, her Maſter, the Pri- 
ſoner at the Bar, was out of order, and took Phy fick ; 
| that ſhe made him Ordel, and tended on him all the Morn- 
ing; but in the Afternoon went to fetch her Cloaths from 
Ner former Maſter, Richard Woodwward's, of Throckmorton, 
and came not home till Eleven of the Clock at Night. 
'That ſhe ſaw her Maſter next Morning, when call'd up 
to the Fire. 1 
Another Servant [J Bluck, or Jobi Parry] being 
ſworn, ſaid, That he took Notice his Maſter was not well 
the Day before his Mother was murder'd ; and that he 
went to Bed at Seven or Eight of the Clock that Night. 
Another Servant [Jen Parry, or 7obn Bluck] depos'd, 
Fhat when he came in from ſome Place where he had 
been, his Mafter was juſt going to Bed ; and that he took 
* the Clock ſtruck Eight after be was gone up 
fairs, | 0 5 
Mrs. Symonds, being fworn, fad, That the Priſoner 
was 3H, and took Phyſick, and was not out of his Houſe th 
| ö who 


601 | 
whole Day before Mts. Paimer's Murder; that ſhe faw FJ 
bim go to Bed, betwixt Seven and Eight of the Clock that 
Night; that ſhe ſat up till Eleven of the Clock, with ber 
Daughter, the Priſoner's Wife, Ironing Cloaths ; and that 
her Son Palmer did not come down again, out of bis 
Chamber, whilſt ſhe was up. That ſhe heard him the | 
next Morning, about Two of the Clock, when he was | 
call'd up about the Fire. That ſhe was ſure he was inno- 
cent. and hoped the Jury would take it into Conſideration, 
and have a Care what they did. | 
| John Ampblett, his Servant, ſwore, That he ſaw his 
Maſter, the Prifoner at the Bar, go to Bed the Night Mrs. | 
Palmer was murder'd, about Seven or Eight of the Clock. | 


That he ſaw the Maid take up Coals in a Warming-Pan, F 
for warming her Maſter's Bed ; and that he faw him go 
up Stairs a little after her. That he [the Witneſs) fat up 
till Ten or Eleven of the Clock, and did not ſee his Ma- 
ſter come down again in that Time. That he roſe at 
Two of the Clock in the Morning, at the Noiſe of the 
Fire; and, at his coming down Stairs, ſaw his Maſter in 
the Kitchen, dreſſing bimſelf. | il 
Humphrey Hayden, his Servant Boy, being ſworn, ſaid, |; 
'That be 20 his Maſter at home, at about Eight of tb 
Clock that Night the Murder was committed, and (as he 
remember d) not well; that his Maſter, about that Time, 
order d ſome Coals to be taken up for warming his Bed z 
that the Ma id being gone up before, he lighted his Ma- 
er up to the Top of the Stairs, and ſaw him go into hie 
Chamber; and that he did not fee him again, till bis Ma- 
ſer call'd him up, in the Morning, to go to the Fire. 
Mary Figget, Maid Servant to the Priſoner, depos'd, 
That her Maſter took Phyſick the Day before his Mothers 
Murder, and went not out any where all that Day. That 
the warm's her Maſter's Bed that Night, about Eight of 
the Clock ; and ſaw him go to Bed. That, about two or 
three Hours after, her Miſtreſs went to Bed, that ſhe 
went-up with her, and warm'd the Truckle-Bod for — ; 
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for that her Maſter berg ill, he had ſaid, before he went 
to Bed, That he would lie alone: But that, as her Miſ. 
treſs was going to Bed, her Maſter wak'd, and cauſed 
her to come to Bed to him. That the tuck'd up her Miſ- 
treſs to her Maſter, and ſaw them beth in Bed together. 
And that her Maſter roſe at Two of the' Clock in the 
Morning. when they all got up to the Fire. 3 
Jab Wickfall, of Upten-Snodſoury, depos d, That on 
- the Night between the 7th and gth of Nowember laſt, be. 
ewixt One and To of the Clock, underſtanding that Mrs. 
Palmer was murder'd, and her Houſe on Fire, he ran to 
the Houſe of the Priſoner at the Bar, and there rapping. 
hard at the Windows, Mr. Palner came to bis Chamber- 
Window in his Shirt, and aſk'd, What was the Matter? 
To which be anfwer'd, Matter enough! for that his Mo- 
ther was murder'd, and her Houſe all on Fire. And thag 
thereupon he ſaid, God forbid! and came down Stairs. 
Job Shelton, alſo produced on the Part of the Priſoner, 
| being ſworn, ſaid, That upon the Noiſe of the Fire, be 
went to acquaint Mr. Pe/mer of it; but when be came to 
the Houſe, found Johns Wickfall telling him what had 
happen'd ; and that he ſaw him at bis Chamber- Window 
in his Shirt. TAY | | 
The Judge ſaid, There is no Doubt but Mr. Palmer 
was then in Bed. | | 
: Arvdrey Hophins, who had been Servant to Mrs. Alice 
Palmer, being ſworn, and afk'd by the Priſoner, Whether 
his Mather uſed to keep much Money by her when the 
liv'd with ber? anſwer'd, She kept fo little that ſhe never 
kept it under Lock and Key. | 


Then the Priſoner call'd ſeveral to his Reputation. 


One, who, upon Oath, ſaid, That be was well an 
| with Mrs. 4. Palmer; and that lately having 
iſcourſe with her about her Son, ſhe ſaid, He way as 


dutiſal a Child as any was in the World. 1 
4 — lagice 


| | T: 62 | 5 
ag Jullice Sheldon, who ſaid, He » was his Neighbour, and 
never heard that he behav'd himſelf otherwiſe than well. 
Being afk'd by the Priſoner, If he thoo 3 him guilty of 


theſe Murders ? be reply'd, He could lot anſwer t 

that. 

Mr. Thomas Gibjon, Clerk, hs ia ſworn, ſaid, 
That the Priſoner boarded with him, and was inſtructed 
by him in Letters three or four Years ; that whilſt he 
was with him he behav'd himſelf civilly, and did not 


ſeem addicted to any Vice z that ſince he had had no Cor- 


reſpondence with him, nor heard otherwiſe than well of 


him, till of late. 

MI. Thomas White, and Mr. Grove, cane One 
ot them ſaid, That be had known Mr. Paluer ſome 
= Years, and that be never ſaw any uncivil Action by him, 
or heard any Ill of him, till the Report of this Matter. 
The other, That he had always bad a good Opinion of 


unbecoming a Gentleman, till after he was apprehended. 
The Judge hereupon aſk'd, If any of thofe Clergymen 
| that appear d for him were the Misiſter of the Pariſh 


9 His Lordſhip ſaid, That he certainly was the propereſt 
Man, of that Function, to give a Character of him. 

a | He call'd many more, of the Laity, who ſaid he was a 
| fober Gentleman, a civil Neighbour, and well belov'd. 

A Then Mr. R. S. brought into Court a Rental of the 
1 Priſoner's Eſtate, which, he ſaid, was near 200 J. per 


Bonds, Sc. at the Time of his being apprehended, which 
mounted to 740. And being aſk'd, For what Purpoſe 
ze produced theſe Matters? he anſwer'd, To ſhew how 
Euctle Reaſon the Gentleman at the Bar had to murder his 


un as had been reported. 


[| _— of ſo many (7 8, org) of the Priſoner's 
| | Wiineſtes, 


Mr. Palmer, and never knew or heard any Thing of him 


| where he liv'd? Which they anſwer'd in the Negative. 


Auun, and an Account of Money due to him upon 


þ other for the Sake of her Jointure, (being but 3 5 J. per 
The Judge then AK d, If he was the Perſon that tool. 
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Witneſſes, and got them ſworn to by the ſaid Witneſſes 
before a Maſter iv Chancery ? he anſwer'd that he was. 
And Mr. John Afteley, Maſter in Chancery, being preſent 
{ in Court, and, upon Oath, declaring, That tbe ſaid R S. 
bad prevail'd with him to ſwear the ſa id Witneſſes to their 
ſeveral Afﬀidavits, by , affirming that they pertain'd to a 
Cauſe depending on the High Court of Chancery, his 
Lordſhip reprimanded bim for it ſeverely, as he had be- 
fore ſeveral other Attorneys, who had ſhew'd themſelves 
very buſy on the Behalf of the Priſoner during bis Frial. 
The Attorney excus'd himſelf, as having done it only ſer 
Security, in Caſe of the Death of avy of the Witneſſes, 
I The Judge reply'd, He could not but know that in that 
| Caſe it would Ggnify notbing ; but that, without Doubt, 
he did it to keep the Witneſſes to what they had been 
| prevail d with to ſwear, that, true or falſe, they might 
J. de obliged to ſtand to it, or incur the Penalty of Per- 
ury. 
| Then the Queen's Council being aſc'd, If they had any 
Thing to reply to the Priſoner's: Defence? deſired that 
ſome of the Juſtices of the Peace who took the Priſoner's 
Examination, when firſt apprehended, might be ſworn, 
and inform the Court what Accopnt he then gave of him- 
ſelf. Whereupon the Lord Biſhop of Oxon, being upon 
Ithe Bench, depos'd, That the Priſoner at the Bar did, 
upon bis Examination be fore him and ſeveral other Juſ. 
Itices of the Peace, that Day he was committed to Priſon, 
declare, That, being out of Order, he took Phyſick the 
* Day before his Mother was murder'd, and was not out of 
his Houſe all that Day: That he went to Bed at Five of 
be Clock in the Evening: That he did not lie with his 
Wife that Night; but, being ill, lay alone. | 
= Thomas Wylde, Eſq; Juſtice of the Peace, at that Time 
Foreman of the Grand jury, being deſired to come into 
ourt, depos'd the ſame. . 
XZ Edward Lambe, of Graften- Flyford, be ing tions ſaid, 
4 Tat the Priſoner at the Bar Was at his Shop "befor Day 
efore 


. ” — } : f : 
Ef  ' er 
before Mrs. Palmer was murder'd, near, if not quite two 
Hours, about Noon ; and that he there ſmote at the Anvil 


. 
f bu 


with the Sledge-Hammer, and help'd him to turn a Setc 


of Shoes for a Grey Mare he had brought with him. 

To this the Priſoner anſwer d, That he might be ill. 
and take Phyſick that Day, aud yet be at the Smith's 
Shop, for that it was not far from his own Houſe. 

Then Jobn Boſavell, of Perßbore, Collar-Maker, was 


7 


j 


ſworn, and ſaid, That on Friday the 7th of Nowember | 


laſt, he was ſent by his yy mathen Barnet, to Mr, 
Palmer's Houſe at Libery, for 

came thither betwixt Four and Five of the Clock in the 
Evening, and aft da Man Servant of Mr. Palmer's, ſor 
his Maſter ; who told bim that his Maſter was gone from 
Home. That then he went directly back to Perßbore, 
whete he arrived about Six of the Clock. 


Richard Wodward, of Throckmorton, was ſworn, and 


« Horſe's Hide: That he | 


ſaid, That about a Week after the Murder of Mrs. Pal- 
mer (on the 7a, ay after, as he thought) and before Mr. 
Palmers Commitment, be met Amr Meggot (who had left | 


his Service but the Micbaslna, before, and was then Mr. 


Palmer's Servant) in the Field near Throckmorton, and that 
diſcourſing there with her about the aforeſaid Murder, ſhe |” 
told him that ſhe had waſh'd her Maſter Palmer's bloody | 
Coat. That aſking her, thereupon, How that came 
about? ſhe ſaid, Her Matter had told her his Noſe had 
bled in the Night. And further, That ſhe ſaid the was 


afraid to ſtay in her Maſter's Service, and would leave it 
the next Day. | 

Then 4 Meggo! being confronted with him, deny'd 
all, both Time and Thing. And the Priſoner ſaid, He 
— prove that aim Megget was not at Throckmorton that 


27. p 3 
The Judge anſwer'd, That if ſhe faid the Words, and 


before ber Maſter's Commitment, as had been poſitively | 


ſworn, it was no Matter what Day it was. 
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Then William Tomlins, of Hill, in the Pariſh of Flad. 
bury, Shepherd, being call'd and ſworn, ſaid, That on 
the Sunday before Mr. Palmer was apprehended, Jab 
Ampblett, then Servant to the ſaid Palmer, told him, as 
walking together out of Piddle Field, where he had acci- 
dentally met him, towards John Crump's Houſe at Piddle, 
that he thought it was betwixt One and Two of the Clock 
that Notice came to his Maſter of his Motber's being 
murder'd, and her Houſe ſet on Fire; for that they 
« yere all up till Twelve of the Clock that Night, on 
« Account of his Maſter's being forth; and that his Ma- 


f 1 ſter had been but a little while in Bed when the News 


was brought.“ 


Fane Figget , of Fladbary, Widow, depos'd, That on 
Saturday, the Day after Mrs. Palmer's Murder, Jobs Ame 


1 pblit, Servant to Mr. Jobn Palmer, of Libery, came, 
about Four of the Clock in the Afternoon, to ber Houſe 


at Libery; and being aſ'd if bis Maſter and Miſtreſs were 
nat mightily concern'd at the Murder of their Mother ? 
ſaid, That his Miſtreſs was ſo mach concern'd that they 
could hardly keep Life in her ; and added thefe Words, 
To ſee how Things will fall out | — my Mafler ab but a 
little before the Burning that Way, and all was well. 
Then John Anpblet being call'd, deny'd every Thing 
that the three laſt Witneſſes had ſworn. Whereupon the 
Reverend Mr. Chancellor L/oyd, Juſtice of the Peace, 
being on the Bench, depos'd, That on the 22d of Nowem- 


Ver laſt, being the Day after the Commitment of the Pri- 

ſoner at the Bar, John Ampbler, with ſeveral others of his 
& Servants, coming before him, and four Juſtices of the 
Peace more, and, defiring to be examined, offered to + 
8 ſwear, that his Maſter Palmer went to Bed, on the 7th of 


November, at Eight of the Clock, and never wore brown 
Cloaths. That there having not, before that Time, been 
any Mention made of what Cloaths Mr. Pa/mer had on 
at his Mather's Murder, they ſaſpeRed that he came 
infiryaed whay to ſay, 1 thetefore examined him the 

more 


Fig permitted; petus d them, but made 09 * 
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more cloſely. That they aſk'd, How he knew it was the 
= of November that he ſaw Nis Maſter go to Bed at 

ighcof the Clock ? and he anſwer'd, Sure he knew 
that well enough, and would ſwear it. That having aſk'd 


him what Month was before Newember, he could not tell; 


what Month follow'd it, he could not tell; how many Days 
there were in-Nowember, he could not tell; how many 


Weeks there were in November, he could not tell; how many | 
Months there were in a Year, he could not tell. | 
then, arguing to him, and aſking 


That 
him, if he could tell 
none of theſe eaſy Things, how lie could tell that it was 
on the 7th of Nowertber that be ſaw his Maſter go to Bed 


at Eight of the Clock”? he anſwer'd, That he fear'd God, 


and would ſwear it. That having aſk'd him how long ho 


Had been with his Maſter ? be anſwer'd, Three Weeks. || 
What Day then of the Month of Ofober (which they F 


told him) he came to his Maſter ? be could not tell. That 
they aſk'd him, Whether he knew his Maſter before he 


became his Servant? to which he anſwer'd, No. That 
then they ſaid to him, If he had been with bis Maſter bur 


three Weeks, and did not know him before, he could not 
Gay, of his own Knowledge, that his Miſter never wore 


brown Cloaths; and that, infiſting thereon, he at laſt 


confeſs'd, That Old Madam [which he afterwards ex- 
lain'd to be Mrs. Symonds] had told him ſo as he rode 
ore her to Town that Morning ; and that ſhe had beg'd' 
of- him, for God's Sake, and for Chriſt's Sake, to ſay, 
That be ſaw Bit Maſter go to Bed at Eight of the Clock on 


the 714 of November, and that be never wore brown 


Ctoaths. | 

Then the Priſoner deſired that the Depoſitions of the 
Witneſſes againſt him, at firſt taken before the Juſtices of 
the Peace, might be produced and' compared with what 
they had then ſaid in Court: Whereupon the Judge call'd 
for them, and'examin'd them, and ſaid they agreed ex- 
aQly with the preſent Evidence. The Priſoner alſo, be- 
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Then being aſk'd if he had any more  Witreles, he 
call'd of the County Priſom, 
who being ſworn, ſaid, That when Giles Hunt was firſt 


committed to Gaol upon Suſpicion of his having murder'd 


Mrs. Palmer, Ic. the then Gaoler, Edward Story, took 
the ſaid Hunt into 4 Room by himſelf, to try what he 
could get out of him; and that then he {the Witneſs) 
and another of the Priſon, being placed very near to 
hearken, the ſaid Hunt did accuſe only Dun. 

Edward Story being ſworn,. ſaid, That when Giles Burr 
was firſt committed to his Coſtody, upon Suſpicion of Mrs. 
Palmer's Murder, Sc. he took the faid Hunt into a Room 
dy himſelf, (having ſet two Perſons to hearken) to try if 
he would confeſs any Thing ; and that then telling him 
What had been found at his Brother's Houſe in the Collige 
Church Yard, he confefs'd the Facts, and ſaid that one 
Dun only was concern'd with him. 

This being different from the Account the ſaid $ 
had firſt given of Hunt's Confeſſion to the Juſtices, the 
Court examin'd him ſtrictly, and at laſt brought him to 
own that although Hurt named only Dun, yet that he 
acknowledg'd there were allo two more, whom he faid 
he would never name. 

Then Richard Wyntle was 1 and ſaid, That he 
being placed within Hearing, when Story eximin'd Hunt, 
heard the ſaid Hunt accuſe only Dun. That at another 
Time he heard Hunt ſay that Palmer and Symonds were 


innocent, and that he had accus'd him only to ſave his 


own Life: That there were one or two more in the Room 
beſides himſelf when theſe Words were ſpoken, but that 
he did not know who they were, nor whether they heard 


the Words ſpoken or no. That he committed the ſame 


to Writing, and diſpers'd ſeveral Copies thereof; and that 
there lived a Writing-Maſter near the Court who had 
written ſeveral Copies for him. That it was indeed ſome 
Days before he — any Copies; 5 but it was as rom 


@ be could, | 
4 The 


| | 7 68 * 
The Queen's NG Dy it was above a Week 


appear d. 

Myrtle depos d further, That upon tbe 21ſt of Neven- 
ber laſt, about One or Two of the Clock id the After- 
noon, when Hunt expected to be ſent for and confronted 
firſt with Mr. Palmer, before the Juſtices, be ſaid he did 
not know how he ſhould do to know Mr. Palmer; and 
that one ſtanding by, haying an Apron on, whom he [the 
Witneſs] did not know, but took to be ſome Tradeſman 
of the City, ſaid to Hunt, That he might know him well 
enough, for that he was a thin, pale-faced Man, wore a 
Natural Wig, and had on black Cloaths. 
Then the Judge ſaid, I bat is this Man who ſwears 
this? The Witneſs anſwer'd, J am @ Surgeon. The Coun- 
cil, He is a Gaol-Bird. 


the Morning of the Morrow after Giles Hunt was com- 
mitted to Worcefter Gaol, [i. e. November 21] he, at the 
Defire of the Lord Biſhop of Oxford, and other Juſtices 
of the Peace, went with the Rev. Dr. Lid, Chancellor 


the Cathedral Church of Worcefler, to the ſaid Gaol, in 


diſcover relating to the Murder of Mrs. Pelmer, Ic.) and 
in the Preſence of the ſaid Dr. Llyd and Mr. Galloway, 
he then wrote down what the ſaid Hunt ſpoke, as his fur- 
ther Information, in Hun!'s own Words, or to the very 
ſame Effect: And, among other Things, he ſaid, That 
Palner (to the beſt of his Remembrance, for that he 
never ſaw him, as he knew, before he met him under 
Churchill Oak the Night the ſaid Murder was committed) 
was a thin, pale-faced Man, bad long brown Hair, (if 
his owa) or a Periwig of that Form and — * 

5 _— | 


after the Day on which the Witneſs Hynt ies Papers make 
the Words to have been (poke, beſore any of thoſe Papers 


Then Mr. Thema; Oliver, Regiller of the. Dioceſe, | 
depos'd, That between Ten and Eleven of the Clock in 


of the Dioceſe, and Mr. William Ga/loway, Sub Dean of 


order to take in Writing the farther Evidence and Infor- 
mation of the ſaid Hunt, (if he had any Thing more to 
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+ | The Court thank'd them for their Service, and adjourn's 


RL a. | 

had a Frock-Coat on, and was about his own Height, fo 
near as he could ſee and obſerve by the Light of the Can- 
dles that were burning in the Houſe whilſt they were 
robbing it. | | | 

Then Haut was call'd up, and the Judge ſaid, You! 
4% Hunt | Here's one ſwears that when you came firſt to 
« the Caſtle you ſaid, That Palmer and Symonds were 
„innocent, and that you had only accus'd them to ſave 


„% your own Life." | 
Hunt anſwer d, My Lord, I never ſaid ſuch a Word 
e jn my Life ;“ and aſk'd Wynih where he heard him 
ſay this? Wynile reply'd, In the Caſtle. Then ſaid Hunt, 
Can you bring any one elſe to prove it? I challenge you. 
=o ſure I never told you, or any Body elfe, any fuch 
hing. | $2554 | 
| Then the Judge enquiring what Reputation Vl 
had, the Council ſet up George Turner, a Priſoner of the 
Caſtle, who, being ſworn, ſaid, That Mr. Wyntle pro- 
mis'd him he ſhould have Forty Pounds if he would for- 
ſwear himſelf to ſave a Man's Life. | 
Hereupon the Judge faid, There is no Doubt but that 
Man that will hire another to take a falſe Oath will take a 
falſe Oath himſelf, upon Occaſion. Mr. Palmer, would 
you call any more W itneſſes; or have you any more to 
ſay ? | 
| "The Priſoner ſaid, My Lord, I have ſaid enough. | 
Then the Judge ſumm'd up the Evidence, and ſent out 
he Jury ; who, in a little more than an Hour, brought 
im in GUILTY. N | | 


tothe Afternoon, Three of the Clock | 


At Three of the Clock in the Afternoon the Court 
Wet, and Thomas Symonds and Thomas Dus, alias — 
| 8 | . N Hobbins, 
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ments. 


Then the Jury being charg'd, Hobbins was ſet down, / 


the Witneſſes for the Queen were call'd, being the ſame 
as at Palmer's Trial, except thoſe that petuliarly related 


to him. And, having given their Evidence, the Priſoner | 


at the Bar [Symonds] was aſk'd, What he had to ſay for 
himſelf ? who anſwer'd, That he would prove himſelf to 
have been at Home all that Day and all that Night Mrs. 


' Palmer was murder d, and call'd his Witneſſes to that 


End; who were, Sheldon Stephens, of Wyre-Piddle, with 
whom he lodged ; the Wife of the ſaid Stephens; Mr. 
Green, her Brother, who lived in the Houſe ; the Man, 
and two Maids of the Houſe ; one Hammond, a Shop- 
keeper in Priddle ; and the Miller of P:i4d/e, and one 
Perſon more. 


The Maid, being ſworn, ſaid, That the Priſoner at 1 


the Bar was at Home all the Day and Night of Mrs. 


Palmer's Murder, being very ill of a great Cold. That + 


ſhe lived in the Houſe, and was ſure of it. 
Mr. Grees, and the Man Servant, ſwore to the ſame 
Purpoſe. “ os SE; 
Another depos'd, That, as he was going to Worrefler, 
in the Evening of that Day on which Mrs. Pa/mer was 
murder'd, he ſaw the Priſoner at the Bar at Home, with 
a White Cap on, and aſk'd him how he did? to which 


the Priſoner reply'd, He was not well, he had got a great 


Cold. 


— vs „ 


— 
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Note, That Mr. Symonds, in bis Examination before 


| | ' the Juſtices, declar'd, That he bad been out the greateſt 


Part of that Day, (only coming homes to Dinner, and going 


out afterwards again) ſhooting about the Banks of the River, | 


Avon, 


Hobbins, were ſet to the Bam and arraignld each for the | 
ſame Facts Palmer had been, upon Four ſeveral Indict- ; 
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rl 
Cold. That, coming back from'Worcefler the next Morn: 
ing, he ſaw him again with his Cap on, and aſk'd him, 
How he did now? to which he anſwer' d, He had taken 
ſome Phyſick over Night, and hop'd he ſhould be better. 
The other Maid being ſworn, ſaid, That the Priſoner 
at the Bar, being ill of a great Cold, ſent her, that Even- 
ing Mrs. Palmer was murder'd, to Hammond, the Shop- 
keeper of Riddle, for Pennyworth of Brandy 
and Pennyworth of Treacle, and bid her order 
Hammond to ſet it down. That ſhe did fo, and brought 
the ſaid Brandy and Treacle to the Priſoner at the Bar; 
That he took it, and went to Bed at Nine of the Clock. 
Hammond the Shopkeeper, being ſworn, ſeid, That 
about Seven of the Clock that Night Mrs. Palmer was. 


murder'd, a Maid-Servant of Mr. S:ephens's came to his 


Shop, and aſk'd for Pennyworth of Brandy and 
penny worth of Treacle, for the Priſoner at 


ebe Bar, and bid him put it down in bis Book, That he 


deliver'd ſo- much Brandy and Treacle to the ſaid Maid 
Servant, and ſet it down, as deſired. | 
He produced his Day-Book, being only a Sheet or two 
of Paper, wherein was found written Pemny- 
worth of Brandy aug  MPennyworth of Treacle, de- 
liver d to ſuch a One, Nov. 7, 1707, for the Ule of Mr. 
Symonds. = 
The Judge aſk'd him, If. the Meſſenger paid for tha 
Brandy and Treacle? to which the Witneſs anſwer'd in 
the Affirmative. Then his Lordſhip ſaid, How came it 
to paſs that you put it down? Do you uſe to book Things 
down that are paid for? The Witneſs ecply'd, That 
ſometimes he did. 1 | 
Mr. Sheldon Stephens depos'd, That the Priſoner at the 
Bar and he lay together that Night Mrs. Palmer was mur- 
der'd: That the Priſoner went to Bed at Nine of the 
Clock; and that as ſoon as he was laid down, he went to 
Bed to him: And that they roſs together at Five of the 
York dhe next Morning, 55 
e Bs. 


\ 1 


EF}. | 
Mrs. Srephens depor'd, That her Huſband and the Pri- 


ſoner at the Bar lay together that Night Mrs. Palmer || 


was murder'd : That ſhe faw them in Bed together at Ten 
of the Clock the ſame Night, having had Occafion to go 
into the Room they lay in for ſomething that ſhe wanted 
and that ſhe heard the Priſoner cough in the Night, after 
ſhe was in Bed. (SV $8026 

The Miller being fworn, faid, That about Seven of 
the Clock that Night Mrs. Palmer was murder'd, he was 


at Mr. Stepheni's, at Piddle, gelding a Dog, and there 


faw, at the fame Time, the Priſoner at the Bar. 
The Priſoner having produced all his Witneſſes, the 
Queen's Council defired that Charles Cocks, Eſq; a Juſtice 
of the Peace, might be ſworn, and give an Account what 
| Sheldon Stephens, one of the Priſoner's Witneſſes, ſaid 
before him, at his Examination. ene We 
Mr. Cocks being ſworn, ſaid, That the Frizay ſe nnight 
after Mrs. Palmer's Murder, and before the Priſoner at 
the Bar was apprehended, he and ſeveral other Juſtices of 
the Peace examined Shelton Srephens upon Oath, and that 
he then ſaid, That Part of his Houſe being repairing, 
and thereupon his Family ſtreighten'd in Room, he lay 
with the Priſoner at the Bar; moſt commonly, but ſome- 
times with his Wife, That being afk'd, If the Priſoner 
lay with him that Night Mrs. Pa/mer was murder'd ? he 
anſwer'd, That he could not ſay it. That being aſk'd, 
IH he could ſay he did nor lay with him? he anſwer's, 
No. That he ſaid he roſe early the next Morning, about 
Four of. the Clock, to go to Worcefter Market; and in his 
Way thither was told of the Murders ; and being there- 
upon defired to recollect himſelf, and tell them whether 
he did not leave the Priſoner at the Bar in Bed behind 
him that Morning? he reply'd, Fhat he neither could 
nor — ſwear — ſor all the World. . 
The Judge obferv'd, That Szepbens's Memory was ver 
much improv'd, that he could be very tive and ny 
ticular in a Matter that happen'd Fire age of 
| which, 


a r= 
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4 which, at but a Fortnight after it was done, he knew Nos 
| thing at all. | | . | 
wy | Then Thomas Skinner was (worn ; who = an Account 
8 of his taking of Symonds, and of the Inſtructions, which he 
t beard Mrs. Step ben give her Servant, in caſe he ſhould be 
2 examin'd by the Juſtices ; as is before related, p. 19 and 20. 


. Then Hoebbins was ſet to the Bar, and the ſame Evi- 
dence given againſt him, as againſt Spreads. And being 
i aik'd, What he had to ſay for bimſelf } He ſaid, My 


Lord, I can prove myſelf almoſt 40 Miles off, when the 
Facts were committed. And call'd his Maſter ; & ho, be- 
ing ſworn, ſaid, That the Priſoner at the Bar work'd for 
him, at a Quarry at in Oxfordhire ; and that on 
Friday the 7th of November laſt, at Night, he paid him 
for a Week's Work, when he paid the reſt of bis Work- 
men. That he uſed to pay them on a Friday, for their 
Convenience of having Money to lay out on Saturday, at 
the Market. That the Priſoner had then work'd for him 
four or five Weeks, was a careful laborious Fellow, and 
ſtick cloſe to his Work. . | 
Another, being call'd and ſworn, ſaid, That on Friday 
the 7th of November laſt, he was at the Prifoner's Houſs 
at Upton, by Burford, in Ox fordſbire, after it was Night, 
treating with him about {ſome Sheep. 5 
Another depos'd, That he work'd with the Priſoner 
at the Bar, at the Quarry, all Friday, the 7th of November 
laſt. That he ſaw his Maſter pay him, for a Week's 
Work, that Evening ; and, That his Maſter uſed to pay 
thoſe of his Workmen that deſir'd it, on the Friday, be- 
Cauſe the next Day was Market. Day. | 
Another, being ſworn, ſaid, That he work'd by the 
Prifoner at the Bar, in the Quarry, on Friday the 7th of 
November, all Day; and that he work'd with him alſo 
there, all the next Day. e 05 | 
Hebbing having produc'd all his Witneſſes, Symends was 
ſet to the Bar; and the Judge ſumm'd vp the Evidence 
againſt him, and for him , And proceeding to 8 the - 
Ws | ame 
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ſame with reſpect to Hobbins, the ſaid Hobbins (aid, My 
Lord, How could I be guilty of theſe Fats, when I have 
prov'd myſelf near 40 Miles off, at the ſame Time? I 
won't loſe my Life ſo. | 

Then the Queen's Council call'd William Hemming, of 
the City of Worcefler, Gent. who, being ſworn, ſaid, 
That being in Company, at the Tellet in Sidbury, with 
thoſe Men that appear'd for the Priſoner, Hobbins, he 
ask'd them, If they could clear Hobbins of the Murder at 
Upton-Snod/bury ? And they anſwer'd, They could. That 
he then ſaid, And, I warrant, you'll clear him of that at 
Bradforton too? To which they reply'd, So they would. 
That then be ſaid, And, I 46n't doubt, but of any other 
Thiog that ſhall come againſt him; And that thereupon, 
They ſwore they would. | | | 

Then the Judge ſumm'd up the Evidence on both Sides, 
and ſent out the Jury ; who, in an Hour's Time, brought 
them both in Gary. SH | Shs 

Then Jobs Palmer, Thomas Symonds, William Hebbin, 
Jabs Allen, and Richard Ballard, (convicted of ſlealing 
the Horſe, which Huzt went to (ell for him at Be/eley 
Fair, in Gloucefterfoire) being ſet to the Bar, receiy'd 
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whole Tranſaction with tbem. 


at Symonds had threatened the Biſhop of 

Worcefler and Myſelf, That if we ſhould come 

to viſit the Priſon; he would do our Buſineſs for us; I fent, 
that Evening, to the Gaoler, to acquaint him what In- 
formation I had received; and that I ho he would 
ſecure his Priſoners, by Links, or otherwiſe; that they 
might not break out, to do further Miſchief. | 
I heard no more of this Matter (only, that Mr: Palmer 


XRIDAY, April 2, 1568, being informed, 
FER that Mr. * Herbert, one of Mr. Palmer's 
6 F 7 orney's, had declared, at the Coffee-Houſe, 
k. T 


and Symonds had no Chains, but a Lock on one of their 


Legs) till Wedneſday Morning, April 7; when Mr. George 
Maſon, a Divine, with whom I had but ſmall Acquaintance, 
and Mr. Thomas Symonds, an Attorney at Law, to whom I 
was an utter Stranger, came from the Prifoners to me, and 
complained, That notwithſtanding Mr. Palmer had paid 
the Gaoler a Sum of Money to keep off their Chains, he 
had loaded them with the heavieſt Irons in the Prifon, and 
ſaid, he had my Orders for it: 

I aflured them I gave no ſuch Orders; but only had 


ſent the Meſſage mentioned before, which I repeated to g t 


them. They went from me to the Caftle, and returned 


to me, after Prayers; when, the Gaoler coming in like- 


wife, I called my Servant, whom I had ſent to the Gaoler, 
on the 2d, and demanded of both of them, What —_— 


An Account of the Occafin of the Biſhop 
of Oxford's going to the Priſoners after 
their Condemnation, and of bis Lordſhip's 


r A: [ 224 WW ; 22 ® 
had then been delivered? They both agreed in that , 
which I have related. Whereupon, I aſked the Gaoler, not re 
How he could call that Meſſage, which imported my [| them. 
Hopes, in general, that he would ſecure them, an Order | 
from me to load them with his heavieſt Irons? Or, if ke Wl Exam 
could miſtake it for an Order, How it came to paſs, that ders þ 
| he took no Notice of it, from Friday till the Tuch I ſaid 
Night following ? Cit 2 FB 
| He then aſked me, Whether I would order the Links them, 
to be kept off, or put on? I reply'd, It was not my Bu- perfec 


— 
— 
— 
=> 


ſineſs to order one or the other; that they were his Pri. edge, 

ſoners, under the Sheriff; and that, as he was accountable Wen 

for them, it was his Concern to take Care of them. their I 
| Some Hours after this, Mr. Maſon and Mr. Symon; 1 had 
and thi 


| came again from the Priſoners, who, as they told me, re- 
| turned me many Thanks for what I had done, diſowned 
| the threatning Words they were reported to have given 
| out againſt me, and declared, they ſhould be obliged by Þ 
| a Viſit from me. I replied, That if I received any Paper, 
| under their Hands, importing their Deſire of my Com- 
| pany, I ſhould willingly go to them, and do them the beſt 

Service | could. | bg | 
| The next Day, Thur/day, April 8, I received Letters 


ſuch e: 
cleanſe 
which 

ſhed it. 


from Mr. Palmer and Mr. Symonds, by their Relations, Thai 
Mr. Maſon and Mr. Symonds the Attorney; in which they ¶ Duty te 
both aſſerted their Innocency, as to the Facts for which they ¶ more P 
| had been cc::demned, deſired my Company that Evening, 4 them. 
| or when I ſhould be at Leiſure ; and declared their Readi- zuilt, 
| neſs to receive my Advice and follow my Inſtructions. d then 
| I comply'd, and went immediately to them, taking with hich 1 
| me the two Perſons that brought their Letters. f the 
When l came to them, I told them, That it was not Mhem. 
Want of tender Compaſſion for them, or of Inclination to Havi. 
ſerve them, that had hindered my viſiting them ſooner; MReavour 
but that I had heard they were poſſeſſed with ſuch Prejr- open'c 
dices againſt me, as muſt obſtrutc the good Effects of any MPardon | 
Applications 1 could make to them; and which, if 1 could Mpreateft 
| | not 


em the 
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not remove, I muſt yet deſpair of being ſerviceable to 
them. I then mentioned what I hed done, in concert 
with the other Juſtices of the Peace, as to the taking 
Examinations, Depoſitions, &c. in relation to the Mur- 
ders and Burnings, of which they had been found Guilty. 
I ſaid, it could not be imagined, that I had been in- 
fluenced by any particular Pique or Prejudice againſt 
them, or any of their Accomplices, they being all ſuch 
perfect Strangers to me, that IJ had not, to my Know- 
ledge, ſeen the Face of any one of them, before they 
were apprehended ; that I ſhould gain nothing by any of 
their Deaths, nor loſe any thing if they all eſcaped : That 
} had been moved by nothing but a Senſe of my Duty, 
and the Truſt repoſed in me, as I was in the Commiſſion 
for-the Peace, which, certainly, obliged me to uſe my 
beſt Endeavours to diſcover thoſe that could be guilty of 
ſuch barbarous Murders, and bring them to Puniſhment ; 
to the End, that others might be deterred from committing 
ſuch execrable Villainies; and that the Land might be' 
cleanſed from the Blood with which it had been defiled; 
which it could not be, but by the Blood of thoſe that 
ſhed it. FN 

That having; in that Capacity, honeſtly diſcharged my 


uty to the Publick, I ſhould, in another, which was my 


eavour'd to awaken them with the Terrors of the Lord, 


more proper Employment, as faithfully - diſcharge it to 
them. I then enter'd upon a Diſcourſe, on the Nature, 
zuilt, and Puniſhment of Sin in general; I repreſented 
d them the Heinouſneſs of thoſe Sins, in particular, of 
hich they had been convicted; and the Dreadfulneſs 
f the Puniſhments which God had threatened againſt 
hem. , FONG. 4 Je 
Having inſiſted ſome Time on thoſe Heads, and en- 
open'd to them the Mercies of. the Goſpel ; where 
ardon was offer'd, through the Merits of Chriſt, to the 
greateſt Sinners, upon their Repentance. I explain'd to 
em the Nature of Repentance; and, in Concluſion, ex- 
| . 9923 horted 


1 


horted them to a free and ipgenuous Confeſlion of their þ 


Guilt, as the firſt Step towards Repentance. no 
They ſeem d attentive to what I ſaid, and I obſer vd * fin 
Tears fell from their Eyes, but I could not then prevail - + M 


with them to — ©. e their (ini but they perſiſted BY « aw 
in denying the Crimes c pon them, and — ot | us, 
their Innocence. I SS to — That if the b 
reſolyed to go on in an ohſtinate Denial of choſe — des 
Facts, which had been ſo clearly proved againſt them, I ö « by 
was not capable of doing them any Service; that I could but 
not ſo much as pray with them, tho' I would not fail to WM * he 
pray Day and Nie 4 or them; that God would awaken ÞY 0 
their Conſciences, and bring them to 4 better Mind. So, « wh 
after about an Hour's Conyerſation, (which was the Timg $ 
I uſaally ſpent in my Viſits to them) I took my Leave. 
Saturday, April 10, I received one Letter, ſubſcrib'd by 
both of them; in which they deſir d my nc gow 
That they might receive my Inſtructions para of . 
my Pra 1 A, I went again to them, and 
aſſur d van That as to that Part of their Letter, _— ] 
they deũr d to partake of my Prayers, they had had, and | 
ſhould have, their Shares in them. I told them, That by 
the Expreſſion I had uſed on Thurſdey, viz. That I could 
not pray with them; I meant only, That I could not join 
with them in Prayer; not that I could not pray, in the 
| ſame Room where they were, for them, which I was then 


very _ to do, if they defir'd it: And they deſiring me 4 «© into 
fo to do, I pray'd in the following Form, which I made BY Sins 
uſe of in every Viſit after, till their Confeſſion. — 
| ; | that 
God, the Son, Redeemer of the World, hare clear 
1 Mercy upon theſe miſerable Sinners ; and by th, Meri 
© Croſs and Paſſion, by thy precious Death and Burial, b) © Fath 
* thy glorious Reſurredtion and Aſcenſion, from the Crafts BY © out ! 
* and Aſſaults of the Devil, from Hardneſs of Heart, and} | 
Contempt of thy Word, from thy Wrath, and from Afte 
2 everlaſting Damnation Good Lord, "how them, Shu WM ton 


not 


"Rn 


FT #7 
not up thy Loving Kindnefs in Diſpleaſure, withdraw | 
* not thy Grace utterly from them, give them not up to 
* final Impenitence; but, O, mercitully enlighten” their 
Minds, ſoften their Hearts, ſubdue their Wills, and 


* awaken their Conſciences. Thou. O God, haſt aſſured 


us, That he that hideth his Sins, ſhall not proſper ;. 
« fuffer not any vain Hopes, or Fears, any worldly Confi- 
derations, to hinder them from giving Glory to Thee, 
« by a free and open Acknowledgment of their Guilt; 
« but make them willing to take Shame to themſelves 
here, that they may avoid eternal Confuſion hereatter. 
O thou Lover of Souls, who died'ſt to ſave Sinners, 
who ſaved'ſt the penitent Thief on the Croſs, pity theſe 
poor Souls, who have but a little Time to ſtay here; diſ- 
_ and enable them ſo to employ that Time, in con- 
eſſing their deep dy d Sins, in ſorrowing for them after 
a y Sort, in deteſting them, and themſelves, for 
© having committed them; in ſubmitting to thy righteous 
Providence, in acknowledging thy Juſtice, in conſtant 
and fervent Applications to thy Mercy, for Pardon and 
© Renovation, that thou may'ſt hear, and have Mercy, 
and work that bleſſed Change in them, which will qua- 
« lify them for the Application of that Blood, that cleanſes 
* from all Sins. O give them ſuch a Repentance, as thou 
wilt accept of; that though they are appointed to ſuffer 
* a ſhameful, temporal Death, they may not be delivered 
into the bitter Pains of eternal Death; that though their 
Sins be as Scarlet and Crimſon, they may be as White 
as Snow and Wool; and their Souls being waſhed in 
that Fountain, which thou haſt opened for Sin and Un- 
* cleanneſs, may be received into thy Mercy, through thy 
* Merits, O Bleſſed Jeſu, who liveſt and reigneſt, with the 
Father and the Holy Ghoſt, ever one God, World with- 
* out End, | Amen. h 


Atſter this, I began another Diſcourſe, upon ſuch Heads, 


% to me ſeem d proper in their Caſes: 1 rencw'd my Ex- 
| | | hortation 


* 


7 


— — 
— 
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hortation to them, to confeſs. 
tives might probably occur to themſelves, . or be ſug- 


— by others, to make them deny their Guilt, and en. 


eavour'd to convince the 
tives. I could not but obſerve this Difference between 
their Behaviour, in my former Viſit, and in this; That in 
my former, after I had finiſh'd my Diſcourſe, they both 
declar'd their Innocence ; but, after I had concluded 
this, neither of them reply'd one Word. I then took 
my leave of them, deſiring them to conſider what I had 
offer'd to them, with that Seriouſneſs, wich Matters of 
ſo great Importance requir'd. | ; 
The next Day, being Sundry, April 
them, upon ſuch awakening Subjects as I thought proper: 
And after Service was over, I delivered to Mr. Palmer a 
Book of Devotions, with {ſome particular Prayers turn'd 
down, which I adviſed him and Mr. Symandi to uſe. 


Monday, April 12, I receiv'd Letters from both of 


1 confider'd, what Mo- | 


of the Weakneſs of ſuch Mo- 


it, 1 preached to' 


them; in which they thank'd me for my Viſits and Ser- 
mon, and earneſtly begg'd of me to get them repriev'd, | 
that they might have ſome longer Time to prepare for 


Death. I went that Evening to them, and told them, 
FT was very ſenſible, how ſhort a time they had to do a 
very great Work in, to repent, not only of thoſe horrid 
Facts, for which they had been condemn'd, but of habitual 
Courſes of Lewdneſs and Debauchery, by which they had 
13 God, to withdraw his Grace from them, and 


ſuffer them to fall into thoſe dreadful Sins: That I ſhould 


gladly endeavour to get them more time, if I could hope 
it would be employ'd to the great Purpoſes of Repentance, 


and making their Peace with God: That I could not 


flatter myſelf with any ſuch Hopes, while they were ſo 
far from repenting, that they would not acknowledge 
their Guilt ; but, if they would make a free and in- 
genuous Confeſſion of all they knew, in relation to the 


bloody Murders, of which they had been convicted, | 


get them a 


would tal. a Journey myſelf to the Judge, to 
I Reprieve; 
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Reprieve ; and would aſſiſt them afterwards, to the beſt 
of my Power, in their Preparations for Death. After 
ſome. Diſcourſe, they ſaid, They would confeſs all 
that they knew. . I then charg'd them, as they would 
anſwer it at, the dreadful Bar of God, that they ſhould 
not, for the getting of a Reprieve, or any other Motive, 
accuſe themſelves, or any others, falily ; and ſo 1 parted 
from them. | 

Tueſday, 1 3. I receiv'd One Paper of Confeſſions, ſign'd 
by Mr. Palmer; and Three, ſign d by Mr. Symonds; ſeal'd 
up in a Caſe, directed to me: In which, they pretended 
do diſcover a Gang of ill Men, who, as they ſaid, had 
By own'd to them, that they had been guilty of ſeveral Fe- 
lonies. Mr. Palmer confeſs'd, That while he was court- 
ing his firſt Wife, who was Niece to Mrs. Harris, Wife 
to the Reverend Mr. Harris of Grafton-Flyf:r4, and, on 
that Occaſion, was uſed to ſit up late at Mr. Harris's 
Houſe; he was importun'd to let ſome Perſons into the 
Houſe, in order to rob it: That an Offer was afterwards 
made to him, by one of them, to diſpatch Mr. Harris ; 
for then Mrs, Harris would give all ſhe had to his Wife. 
Mr. Symonds confeſs'd, among other Things, That a Pro- 
poſal had been made to him, to rob his own Father's 
Houſe, at Afton; in which, there was Plate, and 3o/. in 
a Cup-board, in the Kitchen ; that he comply'd with the 
Propoſal, and went with the Perſon, that made it, to his 
Father's Houſe, with an Intent to rob him ; but they were 

prevented by the Barking of the Dogs, that were about 
de Houſe. 4 | ; | 

I ſhall leave the Reader to make his own Remarks on 
theſe Confeſſions, which, not coming up to what | ex- 
pected, I ſent for Mr. Symonds the Attorney, who brought 
chem, and told him, That though Mr. Palmer and Mr. 
Symonds had owned enough, in thoſe Papers, to con- 
WJ vince the World, that they were very ill Men, yet they 
having not confeſſed any thing of the Facts, for which 
they had been condemn'd, I ſhould not undertake a 
ourney, to the Judge, for them. 

| | That 


Fl 


—  —  — ——— 


get them 


only go to Glerrefter, to the Judge, to get them a Re- 


Attorney, brought me Two Letters from them, ſeal'd up, 


I gong | 
No, let the Reader judge, whether there could have 


: from the Originals. — oY 


© Hare been a long 


That Night, Mr. Symexd: came again to me, with one 
Mrs. Prat, Siſter to the Gaoler's with who preſs d me, 
very earneſtly, to uſe my Endeavours, with the Judge, to 
repriev'd; and declared her Belief, that they 
were not guilty of thoſe Crimes, of which had, ſhe 
thought, wrongfully accuſed by Hunt. I told her, 
That if I were as much ſatisfied, as ſhe ſeem'd to be, of 
their Innocence, and as I was of their Guilt, I would not 


jeve, but would go to London, and throw myſelf at Her 
Majeſty's Feet, to beg their Pardon. But, as I was fo 
entirely ſatisfied of their Guilt, that I had not the leaft 
Doubt of that remaining with me, till. they did confeſs it, 
J would not aſk for, nor would the Judge, I believe, if ! 
did aſk, grant a Reprieve. | | 

Weadnedoy the 14th, in the Morning, Mr. Symonds, the 


written and ſaperſcribed by their own Hands; of which I 
ſhall here give exact Copies, that the Reader may ſee 
how faithfully thoſe Confeſſions are repreſented in the 
Caſe of Mr. Palmer, and in his pretended Dying Speech, 
both which were probably wrote by the ſame Perſon.) 

n the former, it is ſaid, That wpon Maſon's and Mr. 

Symonds's Promiſes, as from me, they did write ſomething 
in the Nature of a Confeſſion: And in the latter, Something | 
My. Maſon's and Symonds's Promiſer---wwas ſard. 


in Confeffion. of their Guilt made, 
„and are tranſcribed, wverbatin, 


been more direct and 
than theſe which fo 


4 Trae Coy of Me, Palmer's Letter, dated 
pril 14, 1708. 


Time ſince often deluded, bj 
IJ © ſeveral People, in hopes of a Reprieve, to con- 
+ ceal, and not make any Confeſſion to the Fact I an 
convicted for. My Lord, it was my — wy 
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c eluded in this horrid Fact, which I own. But, my 
Lord, 1 do aſſure you, this is the firſt Fact as ever 1 


was in in my whole Life; and, I don't queſtion, but in 
« a ſhort time, I ſhall find out ſeveral more things, beſides 
« what I have diſcover'd already, which will be of uſe 


EM both to the Queen and Country, who am 


* Your moſt "gs and obedient Servant, 
| John Palmer. 


4 True Copy of Mr. Symonds's Letter, dated 
April 14, 1708. 
th Lord, 

C x4 Own myſelf guilty of the Two Facts, for which 1 

© am now convicted and ſentenced to Death, mean- 
ing the Bradforton and Upton-Snodſbury Buſineſs. I ſhall, 
* hereafter, make ſuch true Diſcovery to your Lordſhip, as 
; will be ſerviceable to the Queen and Country. 

Tour Lordjpiy' s moft obedient Servant, 
* Tho. Symonds. 


I was ſo well ſatisfied with theſe Confeſſions, that I or- 
dered my Servants and Rorſes to be got ready imme- 
diately, to go to the judge; and deſired Mr. Mason, and 
Mr. Symonds the Attorney, to accompany me, that they 


might be Witneſſes, in caſe J could not prevail, that I 
was not wanting in my Endeavours to obtain a Reprieve 


O 
for them. We ſet out, with ſome more Company, from 


N orceſler, about Twelve of the Clock; and though the 


Ways and Weather were bad, and the Waters out, got 


to Glouceſter about Four in the Afternoon. As ſoon as 
] had changed my wet Cloaths, I took thoſe two Gentle- 
men with me to Mr. Juſtice Poxe/, who was pleaſed, 


upon my reading their Confeſſions, which I carried with 


me, and at my earneſt Requeſt to him on their Behalf, to 


grant them a Three Weeks Reprieve. 


The next Day, Thur/day the 15th, I return'd to Mora 
cefer, and ſent - immediately to acquaint them with the. 
| hed. Succeſs 
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tir d, I deſir d to be excus'd that Evening, and promiſed 
to viſit them the next Day. Some time that Evening, I 
receiv'd a Meſſage from the Gaol, That Hobbins and Allen 
deſir d to be admitted to Mr. Palmer and Mr. Symonds, and 
that I would give Order for it. I ſaid, I would give no 
Order; but I thought it would be very well, if Mr. Palmer 
and Mr. Symends would ſpeak with Hobbins and Allen, pro- 
vided the Gaoler took effectual care, that Hobbins and Allen 
did them no miſchief. | 
Friday, the 16th, Mr. Pountney and Mr. Maſon came 
into my Chamber, before I was up, and deſired me to 
go to the Gaol, to perſuade Mr. Palmer and Mr. Symonds 
to ſpeak to the other Two Criminals, before they went to 
Execution. I immediately aroſe; and, as ſoon as l was 
dreſs'd, went to the Priſon. When I came there, I told 
Mr. Palmer what Meſſage I had receiv'd the Night before, 


and what Anſwer I had return'd. He ſaid, That Hobbin: 


and Allen had defir'd to come to them, but he had refus'd 
them, becauſe he was apprehenſive they had ſome ill 
Deſigns. I ſaid, There were no Grounds for ſuch Appre- 
henſions at this Time, the Wretches being pinion'd, and 
under the Guard of the Sheriffs Men; that, I thought, it 
might be of Service to the Publick, if he would ſpeak to 
them, before they went to Execution. He reply'd, He 
could ſpeak only to One of them, [meaning Hebbin;] for 
that he knew nothing of the Pradforton Buſineſs. I an- 
ſwer'd, I knew he was charg'd only with the Uptor-Sno/- 
bury Murder; and dciir'd him to ſpeak only to Hobbins, 
which he promis'd. I went from him to Mr. Symond;, 
and deſir d him to ſpcak to them; and he readily com- 
ply'd. Upon this, an Officer was order'd to bring Hcbb:n; 
and Allen to the Half-pace of the Stairs, and Mr. Palmer 
and Mr. Symonds ſtood with me, and ſeveral others, on the 
Stairs-head. Mr. Palmer ſpoke firſt, to this Effect: Hob- 


bins, I have own'd myſelf guilty, and I adviſe you to do 


the ſame. Mr. Symonds ſaid, I have confeſs d myſelf M 
3 


Succeſs of my Journey; with which, being ſomething ' 


* * XR = * * 
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be guilty, and would have you to confeſs, and confeſs of 
every one you know. But theſe Words made no Impreſ= 
| fions on thoſe hardned Wretches, who were hang'd ſoon 

after. 21 

That Evening, I went again to Mr. Palner and Mr. 
Symonds, and told them, they would have little reaſon to 
thank me for the Three Weeks Reprieve I had got for 
them, unleſs they made a good uſe of it; for, that their 
Abuſe of that Mercy, would make their Conditions much - 
worſe. I aſſured them, I ſhould be always ready to give 
them the beſt Help I could, and would endeavour to pet 
them the Aſſiſtance of ſome other Divines. I then went 
to Prayers with them, uſing ſuch Portions of the Liturgy, 
as ſeem'd to me moſt ſuitable to their Conditions ; adding 
the following Prayer. ' 7 og 


6 Bleſſed Saviour, who waſt taken from Priſon, and 

| from Judgment, let the ſorrowful Sighing of 
* theſe Priſoners come before thee ; and, according to the 
_ © greatneſs of thy Power, preſerve thou them that are 
appointed to die; and, by thy Paſſion and Death, by 
thy Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, in all Time of their 
* Tribulation, at the Hour of Death, and in the Day of 
judgment, Good Lord, deliver them. EEG 

Deliver them from all their Sins, from that of 
© Blood-guiltineſs eſpecially, that their Tongues may ſing 


* of thy Righteouſneſs. To which end, give them ſuch . } 


* a Senſe of their dreadful Guilt, ſuch deep Sorrow 
and Contrition for it, as may make them abhor them- 
* ſelves in Duſt and Aſhes before thee. Enlighten their 
Minds, ſoften their Hearts, and awaken their Conſci- 
© ences, that being weary and heavy-laden with the 
. © Burden of their Sins, and applying themſelves to thee 


with Fear and Trembling, Humility and Sorrow, Faith ' 1 

* and unfeign d Repentance, they may, in thy due time, 

' find Reſt to their / Souls. | * 
. ö *C 2 Their 
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© Vengeance of thine, whi 


« 
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© 'Their Sins are of a Dye ; that Wrath and fiery 
wk are juſtly due to them for 
them, are inexpreſſible and intolerable ; for who can 
dwell with everlaſting Burnings, in outer Darkneſs, 
where the Worm dies not, and the Fire is not 
quenched ? 

But, gracious God, thou . haſt opened a Fountain 
for Sin and for Uncleanneſs, in which whoſoever are 
waſh'd, though their Sins were as Scarlet and Crimſon, 
they ſhall be as white as Snow and Wool. 

The Blood of Chriſt cleanſes from all Sins, and that 
Blood was ſhed for all true Penitents; O, qualify theſe 
Sinners for the Application of it, by beſtowing upon 
them a Repentance unto u T0 er to be repented of: 

Mortify their Affections to all f ings here below ; Take 
off their Thoughts from this | periſhing World, and fix 
them entirely on that which is to come, and will have 
no end: Diſpoſe them to beſtow the Time which thou 
mercifully affordeſt them here, in impartially examining 
their paſt — in freely and fully confeſſing their Sins, 
in ſorrowing for them after a godly ſort, in working in 
themſelves the greateſt Deteſtation of them, in conſtant 
and unwearied Applications to the Throne of Grace, 
for Mercy and Forgiveneſs, and Grace to help in time 
of Need; that ſo thou mayſt come into them with thy 
gracious and powerful Aſſiſtance, and work in them that 
bleſſed Change of their inner Man, that Converſion 
and Renovation of their Minds, to which thou haſt pro- 
miſed Remiſſion of Sins. 

« Sandtify, O God, their temporal Chaſtiſements to the 
eternal Good of their Souls; Make them ſo to humble 
themſelves under thy mighty Hand, meckly accepting 
their Puniſhment, taking Shame to themſelves, giving 


Glory to thee, and complying with the Ends of thy Cor- 


rections, that thy Bringing them to Shame and Punith- 
ment for tacir Sins here, may prove a gracious Method 


« of 
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© of thy Providence, to ſave their Souls from everlaſting 
« Confuſion and Damnation - hereafter, and theſe light 
« Aﬀictions, which are but for a moment, may work for 
them a far more exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory. 
All which we humbly beg, for his ſake, who has re- 
« deemed and waſh'd us in his Blood, who was dead and 
« js alive, and lives for evermore, and has the Keys of 


Death and of Hell, 7e/as Chriſt, in whofe Name, &c. 


When this was over, I told them, after ſome other 
Diſcourſe, that as they could not ſpend their whole Time 
in Acts of Devotion, I thought they could not employ 
fome Intervals better than in perfecting the Confeſſions 
which they had promiſed, which was a Satisfaction they 
ow'd to their Country; and I defir'd them particularly, 
to give a circumſtantial Account of the Murders for which 
they had been condemn'd, which they promiſing to do, 1 
took my leave of them. 

Saturday, April 17, in the Afternoon, Mr. Man came 
to me, from the Priſoners, who deſir'd, that I would ſtay 
for their Confeſſions till the Beginning of the Week, for 
that they had been ſo full of Company all that Day, that 
they had not had any Time to themſelves. 

I faid, | was ſorry that ſo many Perſons were ſulfer d 
to come to them, and wiſh'd they might be kept more 
Private; that they might take their own Time for their 
larger Confeſſions; but one thing I defired of them that 
Evening, which would take up but little Time, and that 
was, To write down, as briefly as they pleas'd, what ſhare 
Hebbins and Allen had in the Murders, f or which they had 
been executed; and which they deny'd at their Deaths, 
the Day before. 

That Night, Mr. Ian brought the following Letters 
from them. 1 
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My Lord, _ | | 
_ UN, alias Hobbins, and Hunt, as I believe, were 
8 the Men that did the Murder, at Upton-Snodſbury, 
© both of my Mother and Maid; and fired the Houſe. 
Jan, Your Lordſhif's moſt dutiful Servant, 
John Palmer, 


My Lord, | 


© F Tobbin, and Allen did acknowledge they murder'd 
: the Woman at Brag/erton, and fir'd the Houſe; 


© and Dun and Hunt the ſame at Upton-Snodſbury. 


Jour dbjected humble Servant, 
© Tho. Symonds, 


It may not be amiſs here to remark, upon theſc Letters, 
That whereas Palmer ſpeaks of his Be/ref only, as to Hunt, 


he could not be more poſitive, becauſe he watch'd at the 


Fore-Door of the Houſe, while the Murders were com- 
mitted at the Back-Door. And whereas Symonds ſays, 


That Hobbins and Allen acknowledg'd, fc. he could not 


charge them farther, becauſe, as Hunt ſwears, Symonds and 
He were under ſome Willow-Trees, while the other Two 
went into the Houſe ; who, after they came out, told 


them, They had done the Woman's Buſineſs, and fir d 


the IIouſe. | 

Sunday, April 18, J viſited them; and, taking notice of 
the Company that had been with them the Day before, 
I advis'd them to ſequeſter themſelves wholly from this 
World; to look upon themſelves as dead, to all the Enjoy- 
ments of it, and all their neareſt Relations and Friends in 
it, except ſuch only, as might be aſſiſting to them in thei. 
Preparations for another World. 

I told Mr. Palmer, 'That as for his Children, who would 
be left in poor Circumſtances, by his Eſtate being for- 
feited, I would make Applications to thoſe, to whom it 
was forfeited, on their behalf. And as for his Son, par- 

| | | ticularly, 
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ticularly, if I liv'd till he was capable of it, I would make 
him a Queen's-Scholar, have him bred up at the College- 
School, would have an Eye to his Education, and con- 
tribute, if it were wanting, out of my own Pocket, to- 
wards his Maintenance. | | 3 
I muſt not omit relating, on this Occaſion, That ſome 
of the Lords of the Mannors, to whom the greateſt Part 
of Mr. Palmer's Eſtate was forfeited, have, to their Ho- 
nour be it ſpoken, charitably given back the Forfeitures 
to the Children; and it is not to be doubted, but the 
reſt, upon proper Applications, will follow ſuch generous 
Examples. After I had made that Promiſe to Mr. Palmer, 
I endeavour'd to reconcile him and his Brother Symonds to 
their Sentence; by repreſenting to them, how miſerable 
their Condition muſt have been, if God ſhould have taken 
them off in any of their Debaucheries, in a Quarrel, by a 
Fall from their Horſes, a raging Fever, or any ſudden 
Death; that it was to be fear'd, that nothing leſs than 
ſuch a terrible Stroke of God's Juſtice, as that they now 
lay under, would ever have rowz'd them out of their 
ſpiritual Lethargy, or put them upon any Thoughts of 
another Life; that if they made the beſt uſe of this 
awakening Providence, and the 'Time God had mercifully 
allow'd them to repent in, they would have cauſe to bleſs 
his Name, for this, ſeemingly, ſevere Diſpenſation; and to 
acknowledge, that it was good for them, that they had. 
been ſo afflicted. I diſcours'd upon the Shortneſs and 
Uncertainty of this preſent Life, the Vanity and Unſatiſ- 
factorineſs of all the Comforts of it, and of how ſmall 
Value they were, in compariſon of the Fulneſs of Joy, 
the unmix'd Pleaſures, and everlaſting Glories of the Life 
to come. Then, having pray'd with them, and made an 
Offer of any Thing in my Houſe for their Neceſſity or 
Convenience, which they might want where they were, 
I parted from them. * 
Monday, April 19, the Archdeacon of Oxford, and one 
of the Prebendaries of Morceſter, at my Deſire, 5 | 
| tnem 


their Prayers and Advice: But 
as they complain'd, at their Return, That they had ſmall 


8 16 
them a charitable Viſit, offering them the Aſſiſtance of 
they were ſo ill received, 


Encouragement to go any more to them. | 

Tueſday, April 20, Mr. Dean, the Ordinary, inform'd 
me, 'That he was jealous, they would retract their Con- 
ſeſſions; that they were ſtubborn, and came ſeldom to 
Prayers; and that Symonds had given out Words, as if 
Hobbins and Allen had died wrongfully. I went that 
Afternoon to them, taking the Ordinary with me. After 
fome little Diſcourſe, I told them I had compos'd a Prayer 
for them, to uſe by themſelves, which I deliver'd to Mr, 
Palmer, and was as follows. | 


C /SREAT and glorious God, look down in Pity and 


« Compaſlion upon the vileſt of Sinners, who 


"4 have provok'd thee, by a long Courſe of Wickedneſs 


© and Impenitence, to ſuffer us to fall into thoſe heinous 
© Sins, for which we are juſtly ſentenced to temporal 
© Death, and deſerve to ſuffer that which is eternal. 

* We acknowledge the Righteouſneſs and Equity of thy 
Threats, That æuboſo ſheddeth Man's Blood, by Man full 


* his Blood be ſhed: That the Wicked and Blecathirſiy ſhall | 


* rot live out half their Days: That Murderers ſhall hade 
* their Portions in the Lake that burns with Fire and Brim— 
« ſtone, fer ever. | 

We acknowledge the Juſtice of thy Providence, in 
* diſcovering thoſe unnatural and barbarous Crimes, which 
« we committed ſecretly, in the Night, and in bringing us 
to open Shame and Puniſhment for them here. h 

We acknowledge and adore thy Goodneſs and Ten- 
* dernefs, in allowing us ſome Time to repent of them, 
and apply ourſelves to thee for Pardon, that we may 
not be eternally damn'd for them hereafter. 

O, help us to employ this Time to the beſt Purpoſes ; 
that we may not, by our Abuſe of it, aggravate our 
5 Guilt and Condemnation. 

What 
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© What ſhall we ſay unto thee, O thou Preſerver of 
Man? Shame covereth our Faces, we bluſh to lift up 
our Eyes towards Heaven, where the Cry of our Sins 
is come up before thee, even the Voice of innocent 
Blood cries for thy Vengeance upon us: But, "gracious 
Lord, hear not the Cry of our Sins, but hear the Cry 
of the Blood of thy Son Jeſus, which ſpeaks better 
things than that of Abe/'s : Nothing but that Blood can 
expiate or cleanſe us from our Iniquities; O, waſh our 
polluted Souls in that Fountain which thou haſt opened 
for Sin and for Uncleanneſs; give us a deep Humiliation 
and Contrition, that godly Sorrow for our Sins, which 
may work Repentance unto Life, never to be re- 
pented of. | | 

* Thou only know'ſt the Hearts. of Men, and thou 
alone canſt change them ; O change theſe ſtony Hearts 
of ours, and give us Hearts of Fleſh ; ſuch broken 
Hearts as thou wilt not -deſpiſe. Let thy Terrors 
awaken us, before the Flames of Hell ſhall too late do 
it; humble us ſo under thy mighty Hand, that thou 
may'ſt, in thy due Time, lift us up. We have nothing 
to plead before thee, but thine own tender Mercies, and 
the infinite Merits of our Saviour, who died to ſave 
Sinners. We, O Lord, are the chiefeſt of Sinners ; 
but he is a mighty Saviour, able to ſave to the utter- 
moſt ; O, let the Benefits of his Death be extended to. us. 
Spare us, O God, moſt Holy; O Lord, moſt Mighty; 
and though thou art pleaſed to give us up to temporal 
Death, never deliver us into the bitter Pains of eternal 
Death ; but work in us, by thy Grace and Spirit, that 
bleſſed Change of Mind, that Renovation of our whole 
inner Man, that our Sins may be done away by thy 
Mercy, and our Pardon ſeal'd in Heaven, before we go 
© hence, and are no more ſeen. | | 

Hear us, O merciful Father; pardon and anſwer us, 
* and do abundantly more ＋ us than we are able to aſk 
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„or think, for the ſake of that Son of thy Love, the 
© Blefled Jeſus; in whoſe Name and Words, &c. 


I obſerv'd Mr. Palmer read it over very carefully, with- 
out making any Objection to it; nor did either of them 
reply to my Diſcourſe, at that Ti ime, which proceeded 
wholly upon a Suppoſition of their Guilt, and of their 
Acknowledgment of it, notwithſtanding I aſk'd them, | 
Whether they had any Objections to any thing I had 
ſaid, that I might anſwer it: Whether they doubted of 
any thing, that I might clear it; or, Whether I had 
omitted any thing, which they would have me ſpeak to? 
The Ordinary then propos'd to them, That, if they 
deſired to ſay any thing, in private, to me, he, and another 
that was in the Room, would withdraw. But they ac- 
cepted not of that Propoſal. _ I told them, if there were 
-any thing which they would rather write than ſpeak, they 
might take their Time to do it, and ſend it to me by the ſ 
Ordinary. Then, after praying with them, I took my | 
leave of them. ; 
Weaneſday, April 21, I receivd a Letter from Mr. | 
Palmer; in which he defir'd, That I would order him 
and Mr. Symond; to be kept aſunder; and earneſtly begg'd 
me to ſave his Life. I ſent him word, That it was not 
in my power, nor, as I believ'd, in the power of any 
Man, to ſave his Life: But, as for his other Requeſt, 
I Would take care about it. And that Evening they were 
TL 2 by order of the Under-Sheriff. The ſame Day, 
Ordinary telling me, That they had now retracted 
their Confeſſions, I wrote the following Letter, and gave 
ũt to the Ordinary, to carry to them; defiring him, I hat 
whatever Reply 0 ſhould make to it, he would ice 
them ſubſcribe it. | 


8 "Ml | Gentlemen, 
OUR Souls are dear and precious to me ; and my 
* hearty Deſire and daily Prayer to God for you, 


* is, That you may be ſaved. To promote which grea 
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End, when you thought I might be capable of aſſiſting 
« you, I did, at your Requeſt, very willingly wait upon 
you: And how happy ſhould I have thought myſelf, if, 
as God made me inſtrumental in getting you ſome 'Time 
to repent of your heinous Sins, I might have been, in 
any meaſure, uſeful to you, in perſuading and direcung 
you to employ that Time to the beſt Purpoſes. But, 
alas! (if what I hear be true ſome others have been 
more ſucceſsful in their Endeavours, to worſe Purpoſes, 


and prevail'd with you, to turn back from the right 


Way, which I hoped you were going into, and to retract 
whit you had own'd, of your own Guilt, and the Guilt 
of thoſe miſerable Wretches, who died on Friday. 
Good God! What Motives could perſuade you to do 
this? What earthly Conſideration could come in com- 
petition with eternal Salvation? It is an eaſie thing to 
impoſe upon Man, but the great God will not be 
mock'd, from whom nothing can be hid, and to whom 
the Secrets of all Hearts are open. 

I told you, when I came firit to you, That there 
were no hopes of Salvation for you, upon the Terms of 
the Goſpel, without Repentance; and that the firſt 
neceſlary Step towards Repentance, was, a free and full 


Confeſſion of your Guilt. I did then charge you, not 


to accuſe others or yourſelves wrongfully, for any Con- 
kderation whatſoever; and I repeated the ſame in Meſ- ; 


ſages to you, by Mr. Maſon and Mr. Symonds. 


This had that good Effect upon you, That in Lake) 
which I receiv'd from you the 14th of this Month, you - 
both acknowledg'd yourſelves guilty of the Crimes for 
which you were ſentenc'd to Death: You both own'd the 
ſame, on the 16th, to Hobbins and Allen; and on the 17th, 
in Letters under your Hands, you both charg'd thoſe Cri- | 
minals with the Murders, for which they ſuffer'd: 

* Is it now poſſible, after all this, That you ſhould 4. 
clare, that thoſe Men died — and that you 
* yourlelves are innocent ? 

ela: II would 
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© I would fain hope, that. there is ſome Miſtake in the 
© Information which I have receiv'd; if there be, for 


| © God's ſake make haſte to undeceive and relieve me, for 


© my Soul is truly griev'd for you. 


7. — 
— 


vour' d to do for you, than the promoting your greateſt 
© Intereſt. I acknowledge myſelf unworthy to be the 


happy Inſtrument, in converting any Sinner; and ſhall 


© rejaice, if God will be pleaſed to employ any other to 
* ſerve you more ſucceſsfully than I have done, tho', I 
© bleſs his Name, I have endeavour'd it very ſmcerely. 
| © If I do not receive from you a Denial of the Retrac- 
| © tation, which, it is ſaid, you have made; a Confirmation 
of your former Confeſſion of your Guilt, with a Pro- 


. © feflion of your Contrition for it, I muſt, _—_— | 


© Sorrow, take my leave of you; there being nothing, 

| © beſides mourning and weeping for you, and recom- 
mending you to the uncovenanted Mercies of God, to 
© be farther done, by | 


| promis'd the Ordinary, ſeveral Times, to ſend me 
an Anſwer ; but I receiv'd none from them, till Monday, 
May 3, when I receiv'd the Letter which follows. 
\ My Good Lord, | 
= C WV acknowledge your Lordſhip's Condeſcenſion, 
in viſiting us afflited Priſoners, and your 
© Lordſhip well knows, our Innocency ſtood Proof againſt 
many Aſſaults, as well made by your Lordſhip, as others 
of the Clergy. Under our Hands we deny'd that bar- 
© barous, moſt inhumane, and villainous Act, of which 
© we were by Hunt accus'd unjuſtly, and for which we 
© were condemn d. Upon Promiſe of your Lordſhip's 
« Favour, by the Reverend Mr. Man and Mr. Symonds, 
© firſt as to a Reprieve, and then a Pardon enſuing, our 
Thoughts (Death, that horrid and ignominious Death, a 


I could have no other Views, in what I have endea- 


Tour faithful and affiited Servant, W. O. 


Gallows 
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© Gallows and Irons our Sentence!) were diſtracted; and 
«* Your Lordſhip's Embaſſadors having the Advantage of 
Time, with Promiſes of ſaving our Lives, corrupted our 
Integrity, debauch'd our Innocency, and extracted Bad 
* out of Good: Your Lordſhip's Abſence, and what we 
were prevail'd upon to give under our Hands, have 
created us more Uneaſineſs, than even our Condemna- 
tion itſelf. Theſe Expreſſions cannot be repugnant to 
© Your Lordſhip's Charity, ſince from dying Men (paſt 
Hopes) they are offcr'd. | | 
© Giles Hunt's Evidence we both declare to be falſe, ma- 
* licious, and unjuſt, and beſeech the Almighty to remit his 
« Treſpaſs againſt us. We beg your Lordſhip's Prayers, and 
Care of Palmer's Children by his firſt Wife, aitho' we 
« are ſo unjuſtly, ſhamefully, and moſt barbarouſly uſed ; 
and when our [nnocency appears, they may inherit our 
-« Eſtates, perſonal and real. We are, My Lord, with the 
« deepeſt Humility, | | | 
* Your Lordibip's moſt obedient, moſt ajiifed, 
© and difirejed Servants, - 
John Palmer, 
| Tho. Symonds. 
My Lord, Mr. Samuel Afhly, Paſtor of White-Ladies- 
Aon, ow'd me, laſt Lady- Day, Four Pounds, for half 
* a Year's Rent; which I beg your Lordſhip that my 
Brother Palmer's Children may have. 
8 | © Tho. Symonds, 


Upon my Reading of this Letter, I was well ſatisfy'd 
the Priſoners did not indite it themſelves; and fince I have 
ſeen their pretended Dying-Speeches, cannot but conclude, 
they were all made by the ſame Perſon. | 

However, I ſent for Mrs. Prat, whom I mention'd be- 
fore, and defir'd her to recolle& what I had ſaid to her, 
and Mr. Symonds the Attorney, on the 13th of April; and 
ſhe well remembring, that it was to the ſame Purpoſe, as 
I have before related, I wrote the following Letter, *. 

| 1 | her 
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her Preſence, and ſent it » her and the * to 
the Priſoners. 


Gentlemen, 
Y Concern for your Souls has been ſo oreat, that 
*M * I can hardly defire yours ſhould have been 
greater; and I would to God the Conſideration of your 
< miſerable Condition had produced as many Sighs and 
þ * Prayers from you, as it has from me. 
| am griev'd at your Letter, which I received this 
Evening, ſince it confirms what I had heard, and, in- 
deed, had too much reaſon to believe of you, That you 
have retracted the firſt happy Step you had made to- 
wards Repentance, and Reconciliation with God, that 
Confeſſion of your Guilt, which you gave under your 


from you, by me, any otherwiſe, than by telling you, 
how impoſlible it was for you to obtain Pardon from 
1 God, without Repentance; and how neceſſary a Part 

F  *© of Repentance Confeſſion was, in your Caſes. 

I did promiſe, upon your making that firlt Step, to 
endeavour to get you a Reprieve, that you might have 
Time to perform that great Work, and aſſured you of 
my poor Aſſiſtance in it; and 1 have been as good as 
my Word. 

But as to my giving you any hopes of a Pardon, I 
call Heaven and Earth to witneſs, I never flatter'd you 
with any ſuch thing. 

I hope Mrs Prat has given you a true Account of the 
Words which 1 ſpoke to her and Mr. Symonds, which, 
as I am inform'd, have been perverted to your Pre udice 
and mine. She was dectaring her Belief of your Inno- 
cence: To which I reply'd, That if J were as much 
ſatisfy*d of your Innocence, as ſhe ſeem'd to be, and as 
I was of your Guilt, I would go to Londen, and throw 
myſelf at Her Majeſty's Feet, and beg your Pardon. 
Theſe, or to this effect, were my Words; and whoever 


repreſented them otherwiſe, abuſed both you and me. 
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By thoſe whom you call my Ambaſladors, I ſuppoſe 
you mean Mr. Maſon and Mr. Symonds (the latter of 
which was not known to me, till he brought me a Meſ- 
« ſage from you). 'They are both your Relations and 
Friends, and were firſt ſent from you to me. They had, 
« as I hear, at your Deſire, been aſſiſting to you before, 
and, I believ'd, ſerv'd you faithfully. They will both, 
« I dare ſay, do me the Juſtice to own, That whenever I 
« ſent them to you, to preſs you to 2 Confeſſion, I always 
directed them to charge it on your Conſciences, as I had 
done myſelf before, not to accuſe any, or yourſelves, 
« wrongfully, for any Conſideration. No | 

* Who they are, that have prevail'd with you to re- 
tract your Confeſſion, you beſt know; but, take my 
Word, next to thoſe that engag'd you in the horrid 
* Crimes for which you have been convicted, thoſe will 
prove your worſt Enemies, that have perſuaded you to 
deny your Confeſſions of it. 

* Both your Requeſts, with relation to Mr. Palmer's 
Children, ſhall be faithfully perform'd, to the utmoſt 
* of my Power. | - | | 

All that I can do farther for you, is, To beg you, 
for the ſake of your immortal Souls, to employ the little 
* Time, which is yet before you, to better Purpoſes than 
* you have done that, which, I fear, you have done worſe _ 
* than trifle away. Make a full and open Confeſſion of 
* your Guilt, take Shame to yourſelves, give Glory to 
* God, throw yourſelves down before him, in the humbleſt 
* Acknowledgment of your Vileneſs, with the moſt earneſt 
* Petitions for his Pardon; give him no Reit, nor your- 
* ſelves any, Day or Night ; but ſpend thoſe few that are 
remaining, in Tears and Prayers, and abhorring your- 
* ſelves in Duſt and Aſhes, if happily the Wickedneſs of 
*.your Hearts may be forgiven you, and God may ſhew 
Mercy upon you. To his Grace and Mercy you are 
committed, by 

Your truly afflited Servant, W. O. 
'The 
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Be. 


The next Morning I took my Journey for Londen : 


| What their Behaviour was from Wedneſday, April 21, when 


J left off Viſiting them, to their Deaths, the Ordinary is 
beſt able to relate. Kit. 


NN DNN 


Same Account of the condemn'd Criminals 
Behaviour in the Priſon, and at the 


Place of Execution, by the Ordinary. 


| LIK HE Reader is deſired to accept of a very 


" T 1 brief and general Account of each Criminal's 


Behaviour apart, before I proceed to Parti- 
culars, as they happen d. 5 | 
ge, Palmer was a Perſon of a very fair and 


ntlemanlike Carriage. I never ſaw him in Drink ; but 


] was told, he ſat up many Nights late, and drank much; 


and I ſeldom fail'd to find the Marks of a Debauch upon 
the Floor and Table of his or Symonds's Room, (which 
were very much in common betwixt them) as oft as I 
came in the Morning, before the Room was waſh'd ; and 
this was continued, till within a Day or Two of their Exe- 


cution. He was ever worſt when his Wife was with him; 


for then, nothing but curious Eating and Drinking, and 
Uxorious Follies, were cbſervable. 
Symonds was a Man of a ſurly Spirit; his Words few, 


but foul ; and his Temper obſtinate and untractable. He 
drank hard all the Time he was in Gaol, both before and. 


after his Condemnation; being ſeveral times Drunk, even 
in the laſt Fortnight of his Life, when, at Five or Six of 


the Clock in the Evening, I went to viſit them. 
However, 


Imp 
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great 
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However, both He and Palmer were very full of the 
Commendations of the Lord Biſhop of Oxon, from the 
firſt Viſit his Lordſhip made them, till five or ſix days 
after their Reprieve, that they retracted their Confeſ- 
ſions; and one of them did him Juſtice at the Place of 
Execution. 3 * „ 
Hobbins was a wretched Fellow; that had ſo little Senſe 
of Religion, or another Life, that after, as well as before, 
his Condemnation, he generally loiter d away his Time 
in the Caſtle-Yard, jeſting, after his Ruſtick manner, with 
every Body that came ; dar eſpecially with Women; to 
whom he talk'd very wantonly and lewdly, and that even 
on the Sunday next before his Execution. I have been 
told that he ſwore and curſed much, and drank all that 
he could get. He and his Comrade Allen were as inſe- 
parable below Stairs, as Palmer and Symonds were above. 
Allen was a Man that affected a Form of Godlineſs : 
He was very preciſe in his Words, and demure in his 
Demeanour ; except when he was preſs'd about the 
Murder, with Arguments of his Guilt, which he could 
not anſwer: For then he would be very Abuſive and 
Scurrilous, would rave till he foam'd, wiſh the molt horrid 
Imprecations upon himſelf and others, and ſometimes 
would hardly refrain from Blaſphemy. He pretended to 
great Knowledge in Divine Things, altho' he was utterly 
ignorant of the common Principles of Chriſtianity. He 
was much addicted to cenſure others, and often prais'd 
the Lord for the Power of his Grace upon himſelf. He 
had got a ſorry Knack at extempore Prayer; which he 
always exercis'd aloud, and, moſt commonly, in .the 
Prayer-Room, with the Door open, where he might be 
ſeen, as well as heard, by all that went in or out of the 
Houſe. They all deny'd any Knowledge of the Facts, 
till April 14, that Palmer and Symonds ſent their Confeſſions 
to the Biſhop of Oxen.  «< _. | 
On the Day after their Condemnation, April 2, I preſs'd 
Allen pretty much with the Words he dropp'd at the Time 
. 9 — 


W 
he was apprehended, That he could not imagine what they 
ſhould tale him up for, unleſs ſomebody had accus'd him of the 
Fire and Murder at Bradforton, [for ſo I had heard the 
Words were.] He deny'd that thoſe were his Words ; 
but ſaid, His Words were, He could not tell what they 
ſhould take him up for, unleſs that 4 4 Hunt had accuſed him 
of any thing. I then aſk'd, Why he ſaid ſo? He reply'd, 
Becauſe Bradforton-Men were after me. Why, becauſe 
Bradforton-Men were after you? ſaid I: Had you heard 
then of Hunt's having confeſs'd the Murder of Ann Cormel, 
and the Firing of her Houſe ? No, ſaid he. Was it ever 

ſuſpected in the Country, as you know of, ſaid J, that 
Ann Cormel was murder'd, and her Houſe feloniouſly ſet on 
Fire? No, faid he, again. How came it to paſs then, 
ſaid I, that you was jealous of Hunt's having impeach'd 
you, becauſe Bradforton-Men were after you ? He Was 
much puzzled for a Reply to this: But I inſiſting upon 
it, he, at laſt, ſaid, I cannot tell how it happen'd, not I, 
Can't you? ſaid I, then I'll tell you: You was conſcious 
to yourſelf, that you had been concern'd with Hunt in the 
Bradferton-Murder, and therefore ſuſpected Hunt had im- 
peach'd yon, becauſe Bradforton-Men were after you. 
Sir, I ſcorn your Words, ſaid he, I never hurt Man, 
Woman, or Child, in all my Life: I am as clear of her 
Blood, as you are. This Matter was often -urg'd after, 
_ the Man was always in a Paſſion at the mention 
Ot it. | | 
On April z, being Eaſter-Eve, they all Four, and 
R. Ballard at (who was under Sentence of Death, for 
_ ' ſealing the Horſe which Hunt went to ſell for him at 
Beſeley-Fair in Glouceflerſhire) deſird me to give them the 
Sacrament the next Day. I told them, I ſhould not do 
it, without a Confeſſion of the Crimes of which they had 
been convicted. Theſe Five having the ſame Day, and 
every one apart, requeſted the ſame thing of me, I con- 
cluded it was done by Concert; and ſeveral of them after- 
wards, Symonds particularly, own'd to me, That the ” 
PS, | for 
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be induced to believe them innocent. And, no queſtion, 
the ſame Reaſon made the Four of them, that ſuffer'd, 
deny their Crimes at the Gallows, 


On Saturday, April 10, in the Evening, the Lord Biſhop | 
of Oxon, having been above Stairs with Palmer and Symonds, 


came down into the Prayer-Room, to Hobbins and Allen, 
with whom I then was, and gave them a moſt excellent 
and pathetical Exhortation to Confeſſion and Repentance ; 
which ſeem'd to make ſome Impreſſion on them; but yet 
they ſtill you ſtifly to deny all. They had, at ſeveral 


times before, wiſh'd that they could ſee the Biſhop of 


Oxon, for they did not doubt, they ſaid, but they could 


make him ſenſible, that they were wrong'd. But now that 
they had the Opportunity, they neither of them did any 


thing towards it, but barely deny their Guilt; only Hob- 


bins ſaid, How could he be Guilty, when he was zo or 40 


Miles off when the Facts were done? 


After his Lordſhip was gone, I ſpoke to them, to this 
effect: Now you have had what you ſo often pretended _ 


to defire, a Viſit from the Biſhop of Oxon; but you have 
not convinc'd him of your Innocence ; he rather has made 
your Guilt more apparent. Therefore, for God's ſake, 
and as ever you hope to eſcape Damnation, confeſs your 
Sins, and repent of them. You have been exceedingly 


careleſs of your poor Souls, ever ſince your Condemna- 


tion; and have a great deal to anſwer, for the Loſs of ſo 
much Time. There remains now not fix whole Days, 
before you muſt leave this World, and go to another; 
and how poor a Portion of Time is that, for reconciling 
yourſelves to God, after a very wicked and impenitent 


Life, in which you have been guilty of the moſt horrid 
and heinous Tranſgreſſions! Murder, eſpecially, is a 
Sin of the deepeſt Dye, and it muſt be abundance of pe- 
nitential Tears, which, through God's Mercies in Chriſt 

- Jeſus, muſt waſh it out. | | 


*E 3 They 


for which they had deſir'd the Sacrament, was, That 
| proteſting their Innocence upon receiving it, People might 
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They faid, That was, indeed, true; but each, for 


himſelf, thank'd God, he was not guilty of it. Hobbins 
Laid, he ſaw now, that there was no hopes for him, and 
that he was ſorry he had loſt ſo much Time; and if he 
muſt die, he would do what he could to prepare himſelf 
for it. I was glad to hear him ſay ſo, hoping, that if he 
was in earneſt, he might be brought to Confeſſion, and die 
a true Penitent. And having given them ſuch Inſtructions 
as I thought proper for illiterate Men, in their Condition, 
commended them to the Grace of God. 

On Wedneſday, April 14, in the Morning, as I was going 
to the Gaol to read Prayers, and preach, I was ſent for to 
the Lord Biſhop of Oxen ; who told me, That Palmer and 
Symonds had made a Confeſſion; that it was not proper to 

wulge the Particulars of it; but I might anſwer, to any 
one who ſhould aſk, What their Confeſſion was? That J 
had his Lordſhip's Aſſurance, it was ſuch as was a ſufficient 
ground for him to endeavour to get a Reprieve for them; 


and that he was gone to G/ouceſier, where Judge Porcel 


then was, to that end, 


On that Day, the Chancellor of Vorceſter, and the 


Archdeacon of Oxford, went together to the Caſtle, to 
viſit the Priſoners; and, after they had been with them 
a little time, they told the ſaid Priſoners, They were very 
glad to hear that they had, by their Confeſſion, done ſome- 
thing towards making their Peace with Almighty God, 
and gaining Time for their doing it more effectually, &c. 
Whereupon Mr. Palmer deſir d he might ſpeak with the 
Chancellor; and, taking him aſide, out of Symond:'s 
Hearing, Mr. Palmer ſaid to him, Sir, I do ſolemnly 
aſſure you, that I was drawn into this Fact, with the 
greateſt Difficulty and Unwillingneſs that ever Man was. 
To which the Chancellor reply d, Mr. P. We are, all of 
us, of opinion, that you would never have been brought 
to concern yourſelf in ſuch an execrable Villainy, had not 
your unhappy Match with Mr. S.'s Siſter occaſion'd your 
being very trequently in his Company, and ſo harden'd 

| you, 
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you, by degrees, till he had made you as Wicked as 


himſelf; and this, indeed, appear'd at your Trial ; for 
Hunt then ſaid, That when you were come near to your 
Mother's Houſe, you would have gone back again, had 


not S. in a manner driven you on. Upon which Mr. P. 
ſaid, Ah! Sir, that is but a ſmall Inſtance of it; but I 


will give Ln Twenty others, that will ſatisfy you, that 


I was perfectly forc'd into it; and was then going on, to 
give ſome Account of the Matter; but that the Chan- 
cellor ſtopp'd him, by ſaying, aloud, Mr. P. 1 am not 
come now as a — 42 to take the Particulars of your 
Confeſſion; tis likely I may wait upon my Lord of Oxford 
hither, after his Return, to do that; but now we are come 
as Miniſters, to give You and Mr. Symonds the beſt 


Aſſiſtance and Advice we can, towards your making the 
| beſt uſe of the Time which, I doubt not, will be ob- 


tain'd for you, in order to your being the better prepar'd 
for the great Change you are ſhortly to undergo. - After 
this, the Chancellor went and fat near the Archdeacon, 


who had, in the mean time, been diſcourſing Mr. S. but 


he immediately, applying himſelf to the Chancellor, re- 
peated to him, what, it ſeems, he had been ſaying to the 


Archdeacon, to this Purpoſe : Sir, If I may be ſpared, I 


will make ſuch Diſcoveries, as you ſhall be amaz'd at; 
and will prove ſuch Facts, againſt a great many in this 
Country, that every body ſhall allow, that I have deſerv'd 
a Pardon, &c. To which the Chancellor reply'd, Mr. ©. 
that cannot be your Buſineſs. Your beſt way to make 
Reparation to the World, for the great Miſchiefs you 
ave done it, will be, to make a clear and full Diſ- 


covery of all the Crimes you have been concern'd in, or 


rivy to; and to conſider, who had the leaſt Share in 
em, and are the moſt innocent of the Gang; and are, 


therefore, the moſt proper Perſons to be pardon'd, as 


Hunt was, in this Caſe, and to be made uſe of as Evidences. 
At this, Mr. S. ſeem'd much dejected; and after ſome far- 
ther Diſcourſe about the Nature and proper Methods of 

Repentance, 
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Repentance, to be uſed by them, the Chancellor and 
Archdeacon left them together. * 

On Thhurſday the 15th of April, being the Day before 
Hobbins and Allen were to ſuffer, they requeſted of me, That 
I would endeavour to bring them to ſpeak with Palmer and 
- Symonds, ſaying, They heard thoſe two Perſons had con- 
feſs'd themſelves guilty of the Crimes they had been con- 
victed of, and had thereupon obtain'd a Reprieve ; and 
urg'd, as the Ground of their Requeſt, That they having 
own'd themſelves Guilty, muſt needs know them to be 
Innocent; and ſaid, They could not, to their Faces, 
charge them with having any hand in the Murders. - 

I thought the Requelt my not to be deny'd, ard 
therefore endeavour'd to perſuade, Firſt, Palmer, as the 
Perſon, of the Two, moſt likely to be prevail'd upon, to 

ſee Hobbins ; but could not, by any Argument or Intreaty, 
bring him to admit of it. I then aſk'd him, if Hobbins - 
was concern'd with him in the Murder of his Mother? 
It was long before he would give me an Anſwer; but, at 
laſt, he ſaid, He was more concern'd than I was. How do 
you mean, pray Sir, {aid I, That Hobbins kill'd her with 
his own Hand, whilſt you only watch'd without Door ? 
Sir, ſaid he, with a diſdainful Air, I/ anſwer you no 
more Queſtions abcut it; I tell nothing, but to the Biſhop 
| of Oxford. : . 

I then went to Symonds, but with no better Succeſs. 
He not only refus'd to ſee Hoblins, but to anſwer any 
Queſtion about either of them. But when I aſk'd him, 
Whether Hobbins and Allen were reſpectively Guilty, ac- 
cording to Hunt's Evidence? He ſaid, Hunt is a damm d 
Rogue; and as for them, I'll ſay nothing of them: But as 
For Ballard, I declare, and would do, if it was the laſ 
Mord I fhould fpeak, that I never ſaw him, in my Life, t ll 
1 ſaw him here in Gaol. A few Hours after, Ballard's 
Reprieve came. | 

In the Evening, I waited on my Lord of Oxon, who 
Vas then return'd to Vorceſier with a Reprieve for Mr. 

| Palmer 
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Palmer and Mr. Symonds, to requeſt his Lordſhip's Au- 
thority, for bringing the Four convicted of Murder, Face 
to Face, if his Lordſhip ſhould think it proper. But 
before I had an Opportunity to move my Suit, came Mr, 
White, the Gaoler, upon the ſame Errand: Of which his 
Lordſhip has already taken notice. | 

On Friday, April 16, at Seven in the Morning, Hobbins 
and Allen, in an Hour or Two to ſuffer, renew'd their 

- Requeſt, That they might be confronted with Palmer and 
Symonds, I told them, f could not command it, and was 
confident, they would not conſent to it, having deny'd it 
both to me and the Gaoler over Night. However, at 
their very urgent and repeated Intreaty, I went to Mr. 
Palmer, then in his bed ; who, at my firſt coming into the 
Room, ſeem'd much troubled. I told him, it was Hob- 
bins's dying Requeſt to him, That he would permit him 

. to ſpeak with him. He, in E Diſorder, ſaid, Oh! Sir, 

I cannot ſee him, I ſhall fink. Why, Sir, ſaid I, What 
are you afraid of? You have confte{s'd yourſelf Guilty, 
and need not be afraid or aſham'd to charge another: 
Care ſhall be taken he ſhall not hurt you: Why can't you 
ſay the Truth to his Face, as well as Hunt ſwore it to 
yours? He anſwer'd again, Oh! Sir, I cannot, I ſhall 
link; pray go to Mr. Symonds. I told him, I doubted 
Mr. Symonds would prove as obſtinate as he. But, Sir, 
ſaid I, if you will not ſee this Man, tell me plainly, Did 
Hobbins kill your Mother? Oh! Sir, he ſaid, turning his 
Face towards his Pillow, with all the Signs of Shame and 
Anguiſh, *'Tis all too true, tis all too true. Pray then, Sir, 
be particular, ſaid I, tell me, and name the Man, that 
 Hobbins kill'd your Mother, and how. Oh! Sir, ſaid he, 
continuing in the utmoſt Diſtreſs, I cannet, but tis too true, 
'tis all too true. At this inſtant came in the Turn-Key, 
and with him Mr. Ma/on; and one of them ſaid, Come, 
Mr. Palmer, get on your Cloaths quickly, the Biſhop of 

_ Oxor's a-coming. Hearing this, I deſiſted, and went down 

to the Criminals below, to do my Office with them. 

| 0 . Within 
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Within half an Hour, his Lordſhip came; and, going 
up Stairs, order d Hobbins and Allen to be brought to the 
half. pace of the Stairs, and Palmer and Symonds to ſtand 
at the top; whereupon follow'd that Interview, and 


which his Lordſhip has already related. This ended, 
they were forthwith carted, it being about Eight of the 
Clock, and convey'd to the Place of Execution. 

When they were come thither, they were earneſtly ex- 
horted, and much urged, to Confeſſion, both by me, and 
others; but to no Purpoſe: Only Hebbins ſaid, All that 
I know of the Matter, is, That they that are left behind, 
[meaning Palmer and Symondi, no doubt] ſent to Burford 
in Oxforaſbire, to know what Defence I could make; and 
ſubpcena'd ſome of my Witneſſes, and paid em. That is 
all that I know of the Matter. | | 
When the Ropes had been ſome Time about their 
Necks, the Cart, in which they ſtood, mov'd a little for- 
ward; and Hobbins thinking (as may be ſuppos'd) that the 
Cart was going from — him, catch'd hold of the 
Rope, above his Head, with his Hands, (which, it ſeems, 
he was not ſo cloſe pinion'd, but he could do) and cry'd 
out, O Lord! for God's ſake, hold a little! The Cart 
ſtopp' d. and then I expected ſome Confeſſion. But in- 
ſtead thereof, he logk'd very ſternly at the Sheriff, and 
ſaid, fiercely, What, won't you let me ſay my Prayers before 
1 die? Then he and Allen repeated the Lord's Prayer 
and Creed together, and let fall ſome imperfe& Ejacula- 
tions; and then the Moment of Execution approaching, 
I earneſtly exhorted them to Confeſſion ; but they obſti- 
nately deny'd their Guilt, and were executed. Their 
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at Bradforton, Hobbins's near the Ruins of Mrs. Palmer's 
Houſe, at Upton-Snoaſbury. OD | 
On Sunday, April 18, at Night, I heard Symonds had 
mutter'd ſomething, that ins it ſuſpected he would 


retract his Confeſſion. 
| On 
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Charge of Guilt upon the Criminals, Hobbins and Allen, 


dead Bodies were hung on Gibbets the ſame Day; Allens 
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On Monday 19, in the Evening, he ſaid, He did not 
like ſome Things: — He would make ſome Diſcoveries, if 
ſome Thing was done to ſave his Life. But would not 
explain himſelf. Palmer was very reſerv'd in his Words, 
and would not ſpeak a tittle to the Confeſſions. 
On Tue/day, the 2oth, in the Morning, Symonds ſaid, 
He was not Guilty; and that Hobbins and Allen, for ought 
he knew, died — I aſk'd, if he had not con- 
feſs'd his Guilt, under his own Hand, to the Biſhop of 
Oxon? He anſwer'd, He knew what he had done well 
enough. That Day, or the next Morning, I told the 
Biſhop of it. I told Palmer alſo, what Symonds ſaid. He 
anſwer d, He could not help what he ſaid ; he was ſo beſatted 
with Nrink, that he knew not what he ſaid, or did. 
On Thurſday 22, in the Morning, I carried a Letter, 
from his Lordſhip, to them ; wherein his Lordſhip ex- 
poltulates with them, _ affectionately, the Iniquity of 
the Retractation he heard they had made, c. wid. Lit. 
I was preſent when Mr. Palmer read the Letter, and ob- 
ſerv'd, That tho' he ſaid nothing to it, he was much 
diſturb'd at it. He ſaid, He had not retracted his Con- 
feſſion, tho' Mr. Symonds had his. Whereupon I told him, 
That his Lordſhip then expected a very particular Account 
of the whole Matter, under his own Hand, with the 
Mention of ſome Circumſtances, not yet diſcover'd, which 


might be convincing Proofs of his Sincerity ; and particu- . 


larly, That he ſhould give an Account of the Writings 
taken out of the great Trunk, at his Mother's Bed's-Feet. 
He ſaid, He would give a very particular Account of all 
he knew ; but for the Writings, he knew no more of 
them, than I did. I told him, His Lordſhip requir'd, 
That what he would write, ſhould be in my Preſence ; 
and aſk'd, When I ſhould attend upon him, for that end? 
He ſaid, To Morrow in the Evening: For, before he 
could not do it, becauſe of ſome Buſineſs he had to diſ- 
patch in the mean time. They were then confin d each 
| | | F to 
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© his Chamber, by Order of the Sheriff, ſent the Evening 
before; which Order was obtain d at the Requeſt of 
Palmer, (unknown to Symonds) that he might be free 
from his troubleſome and diſorderly Converſation. I then 
went to Symonds with the Letter; and, at his Requeſt, 
read it to him. He would ſay nothing to it, for ſome 
time; but, at laſt, aſk'd, What the Biſhop of Oxon would 
have? And ſaid, He thought he had confeſs'd enough. 
. . So you had, ſaid I, but you retracted it again. I never 
.  Feiradted it, ſaid he. How can you ſay ſo? ſaid I: Did 
not you tell me, on Tueſday Morning, That you were in- 
nocent ; and that Hobbins and Allen, for ought you knew, 
| died wrongfully ? And, what was - hy 19 to retract 
| flion? Said he, I don't believe I ſaid |. 
| Upo my Word, Sir, you did, ſaid I. Then, I beliede, 


1 was drunk, {aid he. Well then, ſaid I, Do you ſtand 

to the Conſeſſion you did make? I won't tell you that 
neither, ſaid he. Why will you prevaricate ſo, Mr. Hy- 
mend? ſaid I; to what e is it? You will only 
delude yourfelf into Damnation. You dream of a Par- 
don; and, can there be ſuch a thing for you? For you, 

| all Men look upon to be the Ring-leader in all 
| this Miſchief? Was ever the Author of three deliberate 
i -— Murders, and thoſe confeſs'd, pardon d? Look into the 
| Hiſtory of this, or any other Nation, and fee if ſuch a 
| thing is to be found. You may form what Projects you 
| in your Head ; but you'll as ſurely be hang'd as 
l| you are now alive. He was fo provok'd at what J ſaid, 
That he was een choak'd with Paſton, and could not ſpeak 

| a plain Word; and his Looks and Actions made me ap- 
| prehenfive his Fury would break out upon me in ſome miſ- 
l; - chievous Attempt. I thought beſt therefore to get out, as 
* © fſoonas [1 ; and taking a very abrupt leave of him, 
I went to the Door, (which happen'd alſo to be lock'd 
| 2 us) and thundering with all the Force I could, the 
Keeper being near at hand, ſpeedily favour'd my — 
t 
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It was not long after this, that he ſecretly provided 
himſelf of a new Knife; for what end, no Man could gueſs, 
- unleſs for the Execution of ſome bloody Deſign. E 

In the Evening of the ſame Day, I went to Symonds 
again ; who then aſk'd me, ar coolly, How he came to 
be ſo cloſely confin'd? I told him, There might be ſe- 
veral Reaſons for that: The Gaoler might do it for his 

Security. No, no, ſaid he, it is by the Sheriff's Order: 
I believe it's Palmer's doings; I wiſh he does not prove 4 
Rogue to me. What does he ſay to the Biſhop's Letter? 
Why, ſays I, he has promis'd to write a particular Ac- _ 
count of the whole Matter in my Preſence; and the Biſhop . 
expects the ſame from you. When is he to write his? 
ſaid he. To morrow Night, ſaid I ; but you may be 
before hand with him if you will: I'll aſſiſt you to draw 
up yours now, if you think fit. No, ſaid he, I won't do't 
to Night; but to morrow Morning I will, come as foon 
as you pleaſe. | 
On Friday, April 23, I went pretty early in the Morn- 
ing, in hopes of Symondi's Confeſſion, but found his Mind 
mightily alter d. He did not know now, whether he 
ſhould ſend the Biſhop any Confeſſion at all, or no; but 
if he did, it would not be this day or two. I did not 
wonder much at this Change; being very ſenſible, that 
tho Palmer and Symonds at that time came not together, 
yet ſomebody went often between them, able to ſuggelt, 
as well as carry a Meſlage. 

In the Evening of the ſame Day, I went to Palmer, 
and claim'd his Promiſe, but he put me off to the 
next Day. a 
Saturday, April 24, in the Morning, I went to him 
again, but he was not at leiſure; yet promis d he would 
write in the Evening. I told him, the Biſhop inſiſted 
upon his writing in my Preſence; and defir'd therefore to 
know, at what time I ſhould come. He ſaid, He could 
ſet no time, becauſe he was buſy with his Friends, in 
making ſome Proviſion for his Children ; but would 
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ving an Account of the Writings taken out of the Trunk. 


e ſaid, He knew nothing of them; for he was not in 


the Houſe, at the Houſe, or gear it, when the Facts were 


done; and ſo he would tell the Biſhop of Oxex. I thought, 


if that was his Reſolution, his Confeſſion would not be 
worth the taking. 'They were now together, and went 
where they pleas'd within the Caſtle-Walls, notwithſtand- 


ing the Sheriff's Order of Separation and cloſe Confine- 


ment. Symonds alſo promis'd his Paper; but neither of 
them ſent for me. 8 

On Tueſday, April 27, they both of them flatly deny'd 
all that they had confeſs'd. They ſaid, That it was with 
the greateſt Reluctancy they had conſented to write thoſe 
Confeſlions they firſt ſent to the Biſhop of Oxon; .and that 
they could never have been prevail'd with to accuſe them- 
ſelves ſo ſhamefully, had not Tom Symonds, the Attorney, 
aſſur'd them over and over, that, upon their Confeſſion, 
the Biſhop of Oxon promis'd, befides getting them a Re- 


prieve, to go and throw himſelf at the Queen's Feet, and 
not leave them till he had obtain d their Pardon. They 


then told me, The Reaſon why they came not to Prayers 
on Sunday, was, That they could not bear their bong 
pray'd for as Murderers, being Innocent. They ſaid, 
They had ſent ſeveral times for Tom Symonds, that they 
might juſtify to his Face, that he pretended to bring from 
the Biſhop of Oxcz the above-recited Propoſal ; but that 
now he would not come near them. | h 
This Evening 1 had again ſome high Conteſt with 
Symonds; who was now become ſo tender of his Re- 
putation, that the very Suppoſition of his Guilt, and 
'Two or Three Queſtions upon it, was a Quarrel hardly 
reconcilable. + 


From this Day to the Third of May, I attended upon | 


Palmer twice a day, but did little more than read ſome 
Diſcourſes to him, and pray that God. would give him 


the Grace of Repentance. He took little notice of 
| S what 
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what was read, nor ſeem'd to expreſs any Devotion at 
Prayers. 7 2 
Monday, May 3, with much Intreaty, by Meſſage to 
' Symonds, and upon Promiſe that I would not argue or 
| aſk any Queſtions about the Murders, but barely read a 
Diſcourſe upon Repentance, and pray for them, without 
mentioning the Facts for which they were under Sentence, 
I obtain'd the Favour of his Company, which I had not 
had for five Days before. He having ſtill, at thoſe Times 
when I came, taken SanQuary in the Kitchin, amongſt the 
Gaoler's Family and Debtors, or in the Houſe of Of 
or where-ever elſe he could, to ſhun me. | 
Tueſday, May 4, in the Morning, Mrs. Prat, the Gaoler's 
Wife's Siſter, witneſs'd to them, in my Preſence, That at 
the time ſhe was before the Biſhop of Oxon: with Tom Sy- 
monds, the Attorney, ſhe did not hear his Lordſhip pro- 
miſe, That, on condition of their Confeſſion, he would 
go to the Queen, and not leave her Feet till he had ob- 
tain d their Pardon, as the ſaid Symonds had told the 
Criminals his Lordſhip did ; but, that when ſhe was 
arguing their Innocence, and declared her Perſuaſion 
thereof, his Lordſhip ſaid, That it he could believe them 
Innocent, as ſhe profeſs'd to do, he would go to the 
Queen, and on his Knees beg their Pardon: But that, for 
his part, he was ſo fully ſatisfy'd of their Guilt, that he 
could do no more than, upon their Confeſſion, endeavour 
to get them a Reprieve for ſome longer time, wherein to 
prepare for another World. 5 
Symonds acknowledg'd this Morning, before the ſaid 
Mrs. Prat and Mrs. EIix. G«tes, ſince Sayberry, That on 
Thurſday, April 22, he deny'd his having retracted his 
Confeſſion; and ſaid, That if he did, he believ'd he 
was drunk. 2 85 | | 
On Wedneſday Morning, May 5, I vead Prayers, and 
afterwards was with Palmer in his Chamber; but ſaw 
| not Symonds. | 
On 


1 
On Thurſday Morning, May 6, I read to them a Diſ- 
courſe upon the Laſ Judgment, which concluded with an 
© earneſt Exhortation to Confeſſion, and Repentance. Palmer 
'ſeem'd affected with it, and thank d me heartily for it; 
but Symonds took little notice of what was ſaid. Where- 
upon I reproach'd him gently with his Negligence and 
Inſenſibility: To which he reply'd, He did as well as 
he could ; he was Innocent, and hop'd God would receive 
his Soul. | FEES, | 
The ſame Evening, I receiv'd the following Note by 
Mr. Palmer's Boy. | 5 
0 Mr. D.— | | May 7, 1708. 
Very readily accept your Sermon ; indeed, defire 
the ſame; and ſhall be extremely oblig'd for 
the Favour. If Mr. Symonds will not be one of the 
* Auditors, yet, I hope, I may not be depriv'd of the 
Advantage. Who am, SIR, 


* Your unfortunate Servant, John Palmer. 


How he came to ſay, He accepted my Sermon, I can- 
not tell; for I offer'd no ſuch thing that Day. However, 
ſoon after the Receipt of this Letter, I went to the Gaol, 
with an Intention to preach, if it ſhould appear convenient. 
When I came, I found the Caf//e-Yard and lower Rooms 
full of People, and many of them not in a fit condition 
to be preſent at Divine Service; for which Reaſon I did 
not preach, but read to the Criminals in Palmer's Chamber, 
(he approving as well of it) in Preſence of many of their 
Friends and Relations, a Diſcourſe of Hell. Jorments; con- 
cluding with an Exhortation ſuitable to the Occaſion. 
After which, we went to Prayers. Palmer behaved him- 
ſelf very devoutly thereat; and kneeling near me, repeated 
after me, in a low whiſper, the Prayers I uſed. But 
Symonds moſt irreverently lay upon the Bed all the time; 
and after Prayers, fell a railing moſt wickedly * 
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the whole Clergy of the Country, aud all thoſe vigilant 
and active Magiſtrates that labour'd in the Diſcovery of 
the Murders, and took the Information of Witneſſes, 
charging them all indiſcriminately with a (Combination 
againſt his Life, and a Thirſt after his Blood. 
[ refuted theſe frantick Slanders, (as well I might) with 
a juſt Vindication of the Proceedings againſt him, and by 
Arguments from the Ungroundedneſs and Unprofitableneſs 
of ſuch a malicious Confederation as he charg'd the Ma- 
giſtrates and Miniſters with. I could not forbear to re- 
buke him ſharply for his Prophaneneſs and Irieverence, 
his ſpiteful Accuſations and opprobrious Reflections. I 
told him, That: he behav'd himſelf the worſt, ſure, that 
ever Man in his Condition did; that I doubted his Heart 
was now judicially harden'd by God, for his having ſo 
long rejected the Means of Mercy; that he was given up, 
by Him, to a reprobate Mind, and conſign'd to eternal 
Vengeance: And added, That if he continued to act ſo 
like a Devil, as he did, he would very ſhortly become an 
Aſſociate in their Sufferings. He became hereupon a little 
calm, and own'd that he had been very guilty of Drunken- 
neſs and Whoredom, Swearing and Curling, Prophaning 
the Lord's Day, and Negle& of Religious Duties ; but 
call'd for all the Judgments of God upon him, Soul and 
Body, if he was guilty of any of the Facts for which he 
was to die. I told him, That if he had behav'd himſelf 
penitently ſince his Commitment, or, but even fince his 
Condemnation, I ſhould have had more Charity for him ; 
but that I ſhould never believe any Man the ſooner foy 
{uch horrid Imprecations as he uſed. In fine, I counſel'd 
him to ſpend the remaining Moments of his Life, in humbleſt 
Confeſſion of his Sins to God, and deepeſt Sorrow for them, 
and not to forget the Slanders and Reproaches, the Pro- 
phaneneſs and Irreverence he had that Evening been guilty 
of: I urg'd the extreme Hazard he was in of eternal 
Damnation, and conjur'd him to do all he could for the 
| | uing 
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faving of his Soul, for which great and important Work, 
ITC 


not yet begun, he had now ſo time. 8 
On Friday, May 7, at Five of the Clock in the Morn- 
ing, came the following Note, from Mr. Palmer, to me. 


S1R, May 8, 1708. 
C OU may think as you pleaſe, but, as I am a 


dying Man, tis true what I ſay ; ſo, Sir, I de. 


© fire you will be ſo kind to adminiſter the Sacrament to 
© me, before I depart this miſerable Life. Sir, Your 
Faith may be what it will, but I declare I would not 
© do the thing, and were Guilty, for Ten Thouſand 
Worlds. : 7 

| Tour expiring Servant, John Palmer. 


Within half an Hour after the Receipt hereof, I went 


to him, and gave him ſeveral Reaſons why I thought I | 
ought not to give him the Sacrament, unleſs he would 


confeſs the Crimes of which he had been convicted, eſpe- 
cially having retracted the Confeſſion he had once made: 
But told him withal, That if he was, as he now profeſs'd, 
really innocent, my denying him the Sacrament could be 
no Diſadvantage to him; for that God, in ſuch. caſe, 
would accept the Deſire for the Performance ; and that he 
2 Spiritually feed upon the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
and be thereby Partaker of the Benefits of his Sufferings, 
tho' he could not Sacramentally. r 


He deſir'd me to read to him again the Diſcourſe I 


had read the Morning before, upon the Laſt Judgment; 
which I did; and ſtaid with him till about Eight of the 


Clock. We began and ended with Prayers, at which 


Palmer ſeem'd very devout ; but Symonds lay upon the Bed 
all the while, complaining of the Gripes ; and would not 
be perſuaded to do any thing. Then having given 
Palmer my Advice, in what manner to- employ himſelf, 
till I ſhould come again, I went home. 
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At Ten of the Clock, I went to them again, and found 
with them two Clergymen ; one of which was exhorting 


them, very gravely, to Confeſſion. I defired him to con- 


tinue his Diſcourſe, which he did ; and then defired leave 


to uſe a Prayer he ſaid he had compos'd for the Occaſion. 
I conſented to it, and join'd in the uſe of it. 

About Eleven of the Clock came the Criminals, out of 
the Caſtle, attended by the Sheriff, and a good Guard. 


When they came to the Place of Execution, I was, in 


ſpite of all Endeavours, excluded by the very great Crowd 
of Horſe; nor could get to the Tree in leſs than half an 
Hour. | | 
When I got to them, I firſt made uſe of ſuch Argu- 
ments, for the Duty and Neceſſity of their confeſſing the 
Facts they were come to die for, as occurr'd ; and then 
took out the Exhortation I had read before in the Gaol, 
and deliver'd it to them, with all the Earneſtneſs and Con- 
cern I was able to expreſs; but without effet, * 
Then Palmer pull'd out his Paper, and read it, and gave 
it to the Sheriff. When he came to that Paſſage, That 


he was induced to make a Confeſſion by the Aſſeveration 
of Mr. Symonds the Attorney, that the Biſhop of Oxford 


promis'd, that, on Condition of their making a Confeſ- 


fion, he would go to the Queen, and endeavour to get 


their Pardon; he look'd off the Paper, and ſaid, J this 
was certainly told me by Mr. Symonds, J do not believe bis 


Lordſbip ever ſaid it: He is a worthy good Man, and I have 


been much obliged to him. | 

Then we went to Prayers. Prayers ended, the Crimi- 
nals embraced, and took their leave one of another, [ Tis 
ſaid, they whiſper'd in each other's Ear; but that I did 
not obſerve.) And Symonds went up tne Ladder, on the 
oppoſite Side of the Tree, having his Back towards me. 


When he was ſettled there, and the Rope about his Neck, 


he began to lay his Blood (as he had threatned he would) 
at the Juſtices Doors. J hearing this, went and faced him, 
and ſaid, Mr, Symonds, what are you going to do? Have 

le you 
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you not Sins enough to anſwer for, but you muſt calum- 


niate good Men for doing their Duty? It is the Duty of 
all Men, to make ſtrict = uiſition for Blood; but of Ma- 


giſtrates much more. Why then, ſays he, turn me off, 


and put me out of my Miſe Nay, be not ſo haſty, 
Mr. Symonds, ſaid I, ſay your rayers firſt, The Horſe 


| From a ſmall Aſcent above the Gallows, preſs'd ſo hard 


upon me at that time, and I had ſo much to do to eſca 
being trod upon, that I could not obſerve whether — 

YU, or no, If he did, it was but a very little while. 
He deny'd any Knowledge of any of the Murders, 
upon his Salvation ; and calling again to be turn'd off, it 
was done. 

Palmer beheld the Heavings and Convulſions of the 
hanging Body, with all the ſigns of Horror and Amaze- 
ment; inſomuch that I thought he would have fallen 
down under the Tree. 

A little after, He went up the Ladder ; ; where his 
Courage fail'd him ſo, that he ſeem'd ready to expire, 
before he was turn'd off. He pray d there, in a very low 


Tone, and confus'd Manner, for ſome time ; and then I 


apply'd myſelf to him again, and demanded, Whether he 
were guilty of the Death of his Mother, or no? To 
which he reply'd, He was not Guilty. And ſoon after- 
was turn'd off. 

Their Bodies were both hung in Irons, the ſame Day, 
by Hobbins's, at POND: 


* 


REMARKS 


O N 
Mr. SYMON DS's DYING-SPEECH. 


' THET HER this was writ, or ſeen, by Mr. Symonds, 
before his Death, is hard to ſay : "Tis certain, he 
neither ſpake, nor had it at the Gallows with him. His 
Behaviour there ſhew'd no ſuch Concern for Salvatian, in 
the other World, as this pretended Speech would intimate. 
. All he ſpake, was Reflection, and in a Paſſion ; he bad 
the 1— put him out of his Miſery, and turn 


The Knowledge of this might have been poſitively 
liarn d by the Publiſher ; but that would have done him 
no Service: Unleſs he had call'd it a Dying-Speech, it was 
not like to find that good Reception, nor- make that deep - 
- Impreſſion on the Common People, which he boped for. 

People might think it was patch'd up aver a Pot of Ale, 

or prepar'd only to inſtruct and move that noble Lord's 
Compaſſion, who was inclin'd to get his Pardon: But, 
giving it the Title of a Dying-Speech, he believ'd that all 
he ſaid would be ſwallow'd, without Examination. 

If this was his Dying-Speech, I ſhall have the lefs 
Opinion of Dying-Speeches, for the ſake of this. This 
Truth, however, is to be gather'd from it, That Mr. 
| | | Wh 7 - Symonds 
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Symonds has completed his Character, and died as he 
lived, without Conſcience and Religion. 


To make this appear, we need only run over the ſeveral * 


parts of what is Narrative in the Speech; and if every one 
of them prove to be falſe, then it is not to be denied, by 


the Publiſher, but that Mr. 8 died with a Lye 11 


his Mouth. , 
1. He fays, He lay with Mr. Sheldon Stevens, of 


Wyer-Piddle, in his Rene, the Night of Mrs. Palmer's . 


Murder. 
Mr. Stevens married his Mother's Siſter, and was exa- 


min d, by the Juſtices, upon the Fact. He then declared, 
upon Oath, He could nor would not, for all the World, 


ſay, That Mr. Symonds lay that Night with him. 
But tho' his Memory could not then help him out, Five 


Months after, at the Tryal, he was able to ſay, and ſwear, 


That he lay then with Mr. Symonds, Now, Who is to be 
believ'd, Mr. Sheldon 8 in the Month of November, 
when the Murder was newly done, or Mr. Stevens, ſo long 
after, in the 4pri/ following? 

2. He affirms, That 1 Hobbins, ad Allen, his 


Fellow- Criminals, were unknown to him, till he met them in 


Gaol. Were they ſo? Why then a Man may be more 
than once in another's Company, and yet be a Stranger 


to him. There are Two Witneſſes, of great Credit, that 


ſaw them together: We will give their Teſtimony ; and 


let the Reader judge, if Mr. Symonds could ſay, with any 


Conſcience, they were Strangers to him. 

Firſt, Francis Walker, of White-Ladies-Aſfton, Joddares, 
That on Whit/untide was Twelvemonth, (about half a Year 
before the Murder) he was in company with Symonds, and 
Heobbing, and Others, at Broughton-Hacket. 

Next, Capt. Hemings, of Worcefler, declares, That in 


the Beginning of September laſt, (which was about Two 
Months before the Murder) he ſaw Palmer, Symondi, 
Hoblins, and Ballard, all together, at the Talbot, near the 
_ 
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Croſs, in Worcefler, It was a Fair-Day at Worcefter, and 
he remembers it by that Circumſtance. | 

3. He adds, Even Hunt himſelf was never of my Ae 
quaintance. Why there's the thing; a Man may be in his 
Compiny, and not be of his Acquaintance. That Hunt 
has been in his ompany at Craump's of Pidzle, can't be 
deny'd. A Butcher of Morceſter has too much Reaſon to 
remember it. He had a ſmall Charge of Money with him 

as he paſſed that way, and the Sight of Hunt and Symonas 
there together, put him in a bodily Fright, which work'd 

him into a Thorough-Sweat, till he got home. 

4. For his Confeſſion to the Biſhop of Oxford, which it 
be only thing he repents of, he does well to call it merrily 
an Occaſional one; for it was to ſerve his Turn then, and 
get him a Reprieve ; and when that Turn was ſerved, he 
was to renounce it, to ferve the Occafions of others, that 
were to receive Advantage by his denial of the Guilt. 
He aſſerts, That his Kinſmen Mr. Maſon and Mr. Sy- 
monds craftily extorted a Confeſſion from him, in hopes of 


Pardon. Their Teſtimonies evince, that they gave him 


no hopes of a Pardon; but ſomething muſt be ſaid to 
colour over Mr. Symonds's Retractation of a Crime that 
is. too black, for any Man of Conſcience to charge himſelf 
with, unleſs Me had been guilty. 

He adds, Bleſſed be God, my Hands were not tinfured 
ewith that Blood. If he means, he did not kill her with 
his own Hands; it is anſwer'd, It is not charged on him; 
for Hobbins kill'd her. But this is a poor Equivocation, 
for a dying Man to ſay, I did not 4:// her, when he was 
a Contriver, and an Abettor of the Murder, and _— 
preſent at it. | 

5. He werily believes his Brother Palmer to be anjath 
accus d. Did he believe ſo, when his Uncle, Armil Green, 
of the Pariſh of Upton-Snod/bury, ſent a Meſſage to him, 
in the Priſon, by one Strictland of the Shambles? More 
Shame for him, if he did. The Meſſage was, That he 
would not have Symonds ang by the "oaks while the 

other 
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| ether did by the Pocket. No, ſaid Symonds, by his 
Maker, I will not; for if I am hang'd, Brother Palmer 
ſhall too, unleſs he gives me 100 J. to buy a Pardon. If 
he believed Palmer innocent, where was then his Honeſty, 
to hang an innocent Man for Company? But if he be- 
lieved both guilty,” as his Threat plainly implies, where 
was his Veracity, to acquit Palmer and himſelf with his 
dying Breath? 

6. For the Murder at Bra4forton, he only denies it in 
the general. And we are content that it be believed no 
farther than it is plainly made out in the Tryal, to which 
the Reader is referr'd. Only one thing he is defir'd to 
remember, which 'is not in the Tryal, and that 1s, the 
Information of Mr. Haww4/wed, mention'd before, which 
 hews, that a guilty Conſcience is inſtead of all other 
Accuſers. - 

There are ſufficient Inſtances of the Credit that is due 
to Mr. Symonds Dying-Speech, which can impoſe only 


on thoſe that knew not the Man and his Behaviour. He 
hved in all kind of Sin. He was tried for one Murder, 
and deſerv'd Puniſhment for others, beſides thefe Two 


that he died for. 'He pour'd Drink down one Man's 


Throat, till he died. He made his Landlord Crump, by - 


aobom be never knew ary Ill, as he ſays, renounce his 


| Baptiſm, and then ſubmit to a Mock-Baptiſm, with Ale, 
in the Name of the Devil. He was known to be a 


common Highway-Man, and Houſe-Breaker. He ac- 


knowledges, under his own Hand, in Confeſſions written 


before his Reprieve, That he went with ſome Perſons to 


ſeal Deer from Mr. Berkey's Park at Spechley, three Years 
ſince: And tho' they own'd they were a Gang of Forty 


or Fifty, that uſed to take Purſes on the High- Way, he 


coutinu'd to keep them Company: That he attempted, 
with oye of them, to cob bis own Father Sy-monds's Houſe. 
Not to ſpeak of his Whoring, Drinking, Swearing, leſt 
I ſhould ſwell theſe Sheets too much : He that could be 
guilty of ſo many kinds of Sin, and yet paſs them over with 
| | no 
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no ſeverer a Cenſure than this, A Man — of a Woman, 
and fo conſequently ſubjet to the Vanities, and expoi'd to the 
Temptations of this Life, I have many Sins to atcount for, 
may be ſuppos'd to have as gentle Thoughts of Lying too: 
And he ths could rob his Father without Remorſe, might - 
be induc'd, through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, to murder 
Strangers, and afterwards deny it without Horror. 
Thus dying, as he laments, in the prime of his Age, a 
Scandalous Death on the Tree ; his Death hath doubly juſti- 
fy'd the Truth of God's Word, tho' his Life was ever a 
' Reproach to his Laws. God has pronounc'd, That the 
 Bloed-thirfly and Deceitful ſhall not live out half their Days. 
And again, The Eye that mocketh at his Father, and drfpiſeth 
to obey his Mother, the Ravens of the Valley ſhall pick it out, 
and the young Ravens ſhall pick it out. Birds of Prey do 
now feed on his Carcaſs, whoſe Life was made up of 
Rapine and Blood; and Diſobedience to his Parents: And 
therefore, for his Soul's ſake, I wiſh he had added one 
Prayer to his Litany, which might have been a Caution 
to others, that will not take Warning by his Example, 
From lying Lips, and from deceitful Friends; from Hardneſs 
, Heart, and Contempt of thy Word and 1 
5 Good Lord deliver me. 
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1. HAT Notion Mr. Palmer's Speech - maker had me 
of Original Sin, and what Mr. Palmer himſelf -—M 
had, that read it at the Gallows, 'tis hard to ſay ; but if Be 
we may gueſs at their Senſe by the Words in that Speech, his 
they make it ſomewhat that muſt patronize all the Sins a hir 
Man is capable of committing, even in their own Ex- to 
preſſions, Diſobedience to the Almighty's jufi and holy Cam- a 
mands, Neglect of his divine Precepts, and Sinning in oppeſi- lo 
tion to the Checks of Conſcience. Theſe they call Frailties, ſee 
which we are all, moſt of us, at leaſt, ſub ect to, 'as Men ſh; 
conceiyed in Sin, and brought forth in Iniquity. And at he 
the ſame time, they might extenuate the Guilt of Murder, Co 
even Murder of Parents, of Houſe-breaking, and Houſe. led 
burning, with calling them by the gentle Name of Frail- we 
ties, which, as Men conceiv'd in Sin, we are ſubject to. mi 
If ſuch were their Notions of thoſe Sins, no wonder Mr. in 
| Palmer was not more particular in confeſſing them, but Co 
lum vd them, in general, with his other Failings. Hi 
But we will pardon his Miſtakes in Divinity, as a Study of 
he was a Stranger to; if his Veracity will ſtand the Teſt, Hi 
and he has ſpoke all the Truth, to the beſt of his Know- tin 
ledge. He would have you believe, he tells the worſt of M. 


himſelf hir 


- himſelf that he knows: The Charge I have made on myſelf, 
extend no farther than the Frailties, 1 doubt, moſt of us, at 
liaſt, too many, are ſubje to, ce. 

Well, what does this Charge amount to? Why, polluted 
Thoughts, irregular Life, a Proneneſi to Evil; Diſobedience to 
God's Commands, &c. Theſe are general Words, which 
he leaves to be interpreted as much in his Favour, as if 
he had led as inoffenſive a Life as moſt Men. But, Did 
he know nothing worſe of himſelf? Was it ſo long ago 
ſince his Father's Death, as to forget the two Maids: he 
had debauch'd, and got with Child ? With whom, as 
common Fame goes, he made his Peace at a large Price, 
giving the one Forty Pounds, and the other Eighty. Was 
the vile Treatment of his firſt Wife quite out of his Me- 
mory ? Could he not remember, how he turn'd his 


Mother out of his Houſe at Libery, and how he took her 


Bed from her, pretending ſome of the Feathers of it were 
his? And afterwards, when ſhe had taken an Houſe near 
him, that ſhe might ſee him there ſometimes, in his way 
to and from Worcefler, Can he forget how he uſed to take 
a Round-about-Way, to avoid his Mother's Houſe, and 
ſo depriving her of the Opportunity ſhe ſought for, of 
ſeeing him? Not to mention more Inſtances of moſt 
ſhameful Undutifulneſs, to a moſt kind Parent, to whom 
he was an only Child. As for his Pretences to Religion, 
Could he not remember, that he lived in a conſtant Neg- 
lect of publick Worſhip, that neither he or his Family 
were hardly ever ſeen at Church? This, however, he 
might remember, becauſe he repeated it ſeveral Times 
in Priſon, as many can atteſt, That he kept very ill 
Company, that he knew of more Gangs than one, of 
Highway-Men, and Houſe-Breakers, and yet he went out 
of the World, at laſt, without confeſſing one of them. 
His Confeſſion, under his Hand, declares, That he often- 
times was in Company with ſeveral notorious Highway- 
| Men, and Deer-Stealers ; that they would have perſuaded 
him to have gone out with _ that they own'd — 
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of their Robberies to him; and that one of them would 
have had him aſſiſt in robbing Mr. Harris's Houſe, while 
he courted his Wife's Niece, (which was Mr. Palmer's 
firſt Wife) and offer'd to murder Mr. Harris, if that would 


do him any Service. Surely Mr. Palner had ſhew'd a 


good * theſe Practices, and a Friendſhip to their 
Company, before they would venture to truſt him with 
Secrets of ſuch Conſequence, as muſt hazard their Liberty, 
if Mr. Palmer ſhould not connive at the Propoſal. | 
2, His Advice here is very right, and grounded on fatal 


Experience; for had he ſerv d God more, and conſider'd 


his latter end, he would not have been ſo led away by 
thoſe. that miniſter'd to his Pleaſures, nor been impatient 


for a Poſſeſſion that muit have ſoon come to him; nor 
would Providence have ſuffered him to fall into thoſe 


Engagements, that damn'd his Life and Fortune at once. 
3. He next deſcends to the Crime for which he ier d, 
and would approve his Innocence thereof with a Denial 


upon the Word of a dying Man. The Words of dying 


Men are of weight, when all their Actions before have 


been of a Piece: But it is no new thing, in a wicked Age, 
to hear of Men that have lived profligately, and died hard. 
Conſcience is extinguiſh'd by a long habitual Life of Sin, 


in deſpite of its Checks ; and the Grace of God is provok'd 
beyond any degree of farther Care for their Salvation, that 
have rejected, ſcornfully, the Means to it. Hence lewd 
Atheiſts have died ſcoffing and blaſpheming, as they liv'd, 
even when they knew their End was juſt at hand. 

Ay, but how can a Man, that believes a Judgment, 


| deny a Feen that he knows himſelf guilty of ? T might as 
wel 


ell aſk, How can a Man, that believes a Judgment to 
.come, deliberately, and in cool Blood, commit a Sin 
which Nature abhors, which he knows will be his Dam- 


nation at that Judgment ? 


For this one Fact being done, what is there that he 
would ſtick at beſides ? What remains to reſtrain him from 


denying it, or doing any other Wickedneſs? Not the 


| Belief 
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Belief of a Judgment, for that he got over, when he did 
the firſt Villany: And I will now add, Nor the Nearneſs 

of the Approach of Judgment; becauſe there are many 
Deceits, by which Satan and their Accomplices may work, 
to remove their Apprehenſions of it farther off than really 
it is; or believing it near, to make the Terror thereof 
leſs dreadful. | | 05 
Condemn'd Men may hope to obtain a Pardon, by de- 
nying a Guilt too black to be forgiven by Men, when 
own'd ; and after denying it ſo long, may be aſham'd to 
own it at laſt; they may be led away with Miſtakes about 
the Obligation of their Promiſes and Curſes, to keep the 
Villany ſecret: They may have a Tenderneſs for ſur- 
viving Relations and Friends, not do diſgrace or endanger 
them, by a Confeſſion that will not do themſelves any 
good in this World. And in the next, they may hope to 
make their Peace by a ee Confeſſion to God, and a 

Denial to the World in Words equivocal; which may be 
true when join d with their own Senſe, which they reſerve 
in their Breaſts. Or they may believe a Prieſt's Abſolution, 
upon a private Confeſſion of the Fact, does place them in 
the Condition of thoſe that never did the Fact. | 

Be it from one or more of theſe Deceits, or any other 
I have not mention'd, ſo it has fallen out in Fact, and 
that lately. The Perſons executed at Glier, for Murder, 
and two Men hang'd at Oxford, and one Woman, at Wells, 
deny'd the Fact with their laſt Words, tho' prov'd by the 
ſtrongeſt Evidence, and own'd by ſome of the Accom- 
« plices. And whether this be not alſo Mr. Palmer's Caſe, 
the World may judge from his 'Tryal. _ _. Bs, 

4. We accept his Acknowledgment, That Mrs. Palmer 
was the beſt of Mothers; and we own, with him, That 
Hunt was one of the Company that murder d Her and the 
Maid, rifled the Houſe, and then fired it. 3 

Hunt could not do all this without Accomplices. When 
he was diſcover'd, Why ſhould he not impeach the us. 
Confederates? Why ſhould he accuſe the murder 
/ TR -2 Woman's 
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Woman's Son, if mt guilty ; which he could not but know, 


would be incredible without fuller Proof than ordinary? 
How could he contrive all of a ſudden, before the Juſtices 
that committed him, a'Lye coherent in all its Parts, . that 
has not been prov'd falſe in any one Circumſtance for 
theſe five Months that have paſſed, from his taking up to 
his Tryal ? | | 


One Reaſon Mr. Palmer inſinuates why Hunt accus'd him, 


is, left he ſhould be a Thorn in his Side; I ſuppoſe in his Pro- 
ſecution of Hunt, and other Murderers. But this he had 
no reaſon to fear. Mr. Palmer had never ſhewn himſelf 
hearty in the Enquiry after the Murderers. He had pub- 
Iiſh'd no Reward for the Diſcovery. And tho' he was'urg'd 
to print an Advertiſement of this kind, and had one drawn 
up for him, he kept it in his Pocket till he was taken into 


Cuſtody, that is, from the 7th of Novemer till the 2oth. 


But many Reaſons may be given to ſhew he was juſtly 
accus'd, beſides thoſe which appear in the Tryal. As the 
threatning Words given out of Revenge, when they ſhould 


be acquitted, in order to diſcourage thoſe that could tell 


moſt. The Terror he was in that Night Mr. Eawk/wood 
call'd on him, to tell him the Murder was out: His whiſ- 

cring with his Wife, and their ahi ling together; his 
Backnardneſs to go to Worcefler, which made Mr. Huw/- 
<vod conclude he had brought them unacceptable News. 


ce Hawkiwood's Information abowe.} The Care to ſtifle 


vidence, by taking Depoſitions for the Priſoner before 
the Tryal, and ſwearing them before a Maſter in 
Chancery, to tye down the Witneſſes to what they had 
once ſaid inconſiderately, and, as tis to be fear'd, more 
by others Direction than their own Knowledge, if not 
contrary to their Knowledge. Their diſperſing ſeveral 
Sums of Money among the Country Attorneys, for no 
other end, as can be thought of, but to corrupt a Jury. 
Mr. Palmer's writing to the High- Sheriff, that he ſfould 
make his own Terms if he would help him to a Jury. 
Next, their applying to M#7/lam Getly, Bailiff of the 
Hundred of Oj/wa//cwr, Mr. Palmer himſelf offering him 
Five 
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Five Guineas, on the Saturday before the Aſſizes, to ſpeak 
to the Jury for him; and adding, he ſhould have whatever 
more he deſir'd. His ſending one Humph. Heydon, with + 
ſome Guineas, to him a ſecond time, as the Jury went out 
from the Bar, if he would but ſpeak to One or Two of 
them to ſtand off for his Life. 

5. Mr. Palmer would make one believe, he had a tender 
| Conſeience, that had nothing e ſe to trouble it, but his owning - 
himſelf guilty of this Crime, in hopes of Life. But - 

whole Story is told already. | 
6. He here alledges, That if he had been guilt ; S 
would have certainly fled, upon notice by John Hawkſwood, 
of Hunt's Confe/fjon. Hunt made his Confeſſion about 
Twelve a Clock at Night; J. Hawkſwood went over to 
Mr. Palmer, in the Evening, to tell him, the Goods of 
Mrs. Palmer were found on Hunt. He could not tell Mr. 
Palmer that he was accus'd, becauſe Hunt had not yet im- 
peach'd any one. On the contrary, he told him, He be- 
lieved he would impeach no body, becauſe that Day, in 
the Priſon, Hunt told him, That the Devil would tear 
him in pieces if he did. After Mr. Haw#fwood's De- 
parture, there was little time for Counſel, or Eſcape ; for, 
by Break of Day, Meſſengers came for him wah War- 
rants; 

Mr. Symonds had provided an Horſe for his Eſcape. And. 
Allen, who was concern'd with Symonds in the Murder, at 
Bradforton, did actually endeavour to eſcape, and betray'd 
his Guilt at his Apprehenſion, and yet deny'd his know- 
ledge of the Fact at the Gallows. | 

7. As he is a dying Man, to the beſt of his knowledge, ho 
never /aw Hunt, Hobbins, or Allen, before he came to 
Gaol, Tis well he has qualified it 70 the beſt of bis 
tncatledge: For, on Horcefter-Fair * in the beginning 
of September, before the Murder, he _ 
was ſeen, by * Capt. Hemings, with 
Helin: and Symonds, at the Talbet, 
near the Croſs, And for Hunt, it may be true, that he 
was 


See Mr. Hemings : 
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—— 
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what end ſhould Gentlemen 
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was not with him till the Night of the Murder ; and then 
err Hunt 
owns, that h 'd by Symonds and Hobbins, and 
that he never ſaw Mr. Pa Palmer til the Execution of that 
execrable Fact. 
8. His next Plex for his Ienocexce i is taken hence, That 
be could have no end in it. He had a plentiful Eftate, and 
bis ExpeAations from ber Death roſe but to 361. a Tear. 


As plentiful as his Eſtate was, he was always needy of 


Money, when ſhe demanded eſt for her 100/. in his 
hands, and run much in debt with her. But his Eſtate, 


however he repreſents it, was ſhort of 100/. a Year, unleſs 


he adds to it an Eſtate of 33. a Year, newly purchas'd, 
which was incumber'd with 500/. Mortgage, the Intereſt 
of which Money and Taxes muſt ſwllow up more than 


that Rent. And an 100. a Year, as plentiful an Income 


as he would make it, will not do great Matters. If one 
had a Mind to keep a Coach, 'twould hardly do till the 
364. a Year came in. Tho”, after all, Hatred and Malice, 
as well as Gain, might excite to the Undertaking. | 
And now, let me aſk a _ in my Turn. To 
known Integrity, (as are 
the Juſtices that committed him) that had no Intereſt in 
his Death, nor Injuries from him in his Lite, nay, who 
ſome of them never ſaw his Face till he appeared before 
them as a Criminal, thirft after his Blood? 
They could have regard to nothing in the Proſecution, | 


but the Execution of the Laws, and the Service of their 


Country, in Defence whereof they have undergone much 
Trouble, and muſt” ſuffer much Cenſure, if ſuch Papers 
as this find Credit. This ought to be obſerved for their 
Honour: May ſuch publick Spiritedneſs abound every 
Day more and more in Magiſtrates, and then, no doubt, 
the Government will be better ſerved, and the publick 
Peace better preſerved. 

Upon the whole Matter, no Man's ſingle Denial in his 
own Caſe, o2ght to weigh down the Accuſation of an 
Accomplice, 
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Accomplice, whoſe Teſtimony is corroborated by many 
Circumſtances, in which the Accuſer had no part, to the 
full Conviction of the Judges, and all the Jury. 

If a Fact ſo proved ſhall be afterwards doubted, be- 
cauſe it is poſſible it may be otherwiſe, there is an end 
of judgment in criminal Cauſes. The greateſt Villanies 
mult paſs unpuniſhed, becauſe being truſted to few Hands, 
and mana 3 with the utmoſt Privacy, the Evidence of. 
any one of them may poſſibly be falſe. | 
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